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The subject of "self" and "other" in a one sense expresses
the controversies of subjectivism-empiricism in contemporary
Western philosophy. In these controversies, sometimes the subject
of the "other" was focused and sometimes neglected and even the
tendency of dominating it was observable. Yet, with the emergence
of existentialism, the subject of the "other" and emphasizing on its
role in recognizing the "self" was raised. Although existential
philosophers have an ontological attitude to another subject, but the
subject of the "other" and its confrontation with "self' have no
explicit formulation in their thinking, while formulation of the
confrontation of "self" and "other" can provide clear teachings to
defend a desirable relationship between these two sides. In this
article, it is assumed that Martin Buber's thought, though it is the
continuation of the existentialism, makes use of other philosophical
branches and relying on Jewish mysticism, and with the
establishment of the “dialogical philosophy”, presents explicit
formulation for the desirable encounter of "self" and "other". This
article tries to offer the theoretical model based on Buber's views by
investigating different approaches to the relationship between "self"
and "other" in order to examine the possibility or lack of coexistence
and originality of "other" in knowing "self" in a thinker's mind.
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The confrontation of the “self” and the “Other” as
intersubjectivity involves criticizing the sovereignty of the autonomous mind
and upholding the interaction and optimal relation with “‘the Other””. The notion
of the Other and its relation with the self owes much to Existentialism. The
purpose of Existentialism is defending humankind from the instrumental view
toward them (Blackham, 2014: 32- 34). It sees human beings in the full specter
of existing, that is, Being-in-the-world which involves Being-with.
Existentialist philosophers highlighted the importance of the Other and its role
in the identification of the self. However, the desirable confrontation of the self
and the Other is generalized in most parts of their assertions. In this article, it is
assumed that Martin Buber's thought, though it is the continuation of
Existentialism, makes use of other philosophical branches presents an explicit
formulation for the desirable confrontation of “self* and “other". Therefore,
based on his ideas, a specific theoretical model could be offered to explain the
desirable confrontation of the self and the Other. Such an approach has not been
much discussed on this topic before. One of the prominent articles on the
philosophy of Martin Buber is Omid Mehregan’s “Martin Buber and the
Philosophy of Dialogue” (2001), which is mostly the translation and
explanation of parts from one of Buber’s famous works, | and Thou. In “A
Reflection into Martin Buber’s Dialogical Philosophy”, Masoud Seif explains
aconsiderable part of Buber’s philosophy, i.e., the relations of “I-Thou” and “I-
It”. However, he mostly focuses on the distinction between these two relations
and the realms of “I-Thou”. In “A Comparative Review of the Three Stages
Involved in Martin Buber’s Intellectual Development”, Mohsen Imani and
Mahmoud Sharafi discuss the influence of Buber’s theology on his thought and
the formation of his dialogical philosophy. In another study titled “A Critical
Review of Ethics in Martin Buber’s Views” (2010), they do not discuss the
confrontation with “the Other”. Therefore, this point distinguishes this study
from the others.

This study aims to extract a theoretical model from
Martin Buber’s views on the desirable confrontation of the self and the Other. To
this end, first, the notion of “the Other” is examined in contemporary western
philosophy and given that it is believed that the emergence of Existentialism
paved the way for the desirable confrontation of the self and the Other, the topic
is analyzed under the light of Existentialist philosophers’ thought. Although
Existentialist thinkers do no allow marginalization of the human from the center
of thought and seek human-to-human interaction, their systematization falls short
on this topic (Macquirie, 1998: 283). The shortcoming could be addressed
according to the dialogical life of Martin Buber.
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Martin Buber believes that human existence is manifested in the
dialogue between man and God, man and himself, man and other men and
creations. Buber uses the relation framework of “I-Thou” to refer to this
existence and dialogical life is created accordingly. Dialogical life includes
requirements that express the desirable confrontation with the other or desirable
togetherness, namely Real dialogue with the other (Buber, 2004: 9); Avoiding
pretense in the confrontation with the other (Buber, 1992: 71); accepting the
other despite its difference with the self (Fredman, 1956: 73); avoiding
imposing the self on the other (Fredman, 1956: 75-77); answering the other and
understanding the responsibility to answer which indicates the responsible life
of man (Jewula, 2013: 323- 337).

According to these requirements and the analysis of the self and the other in
Existentialism, we could draw a theoretical model to study the possibility or
lack of togetherness and originality of the other in knowing “self” in Buber’s
thought. The components of this theoretical model include:

First: A collaborative or instrumental attitude towards life. The collaborative
attitude comes from the doctrines of Existentialist philosophers and the
instrumental attitude from the sovereignty of the autonomous mind. It is in the
collaborative attitude that the self, despite its independent identity, sees
maintaining and continuing its existential possibilities in the non-instrumental
and non-authoritarian relationship with the other.

Second: The liberating and contextual view or a combination of the two.
Existentialism questions the authenticity and inauthenticity of the self, the other,
and the context of his life and these questions leads him to Being-in-the-world
and contextualization at the same time liberating him of the dominance of
technique. For existentialist philosophers, liberation is not an irresponsible
revolt, rather they emphasize responsibility for existence and the other. Thus,
existential philosophy supports “liberating and responsible contextualization”.
This is determined in the desirable relationship with the Other (desirable
togetherness) as it recollects the Other, being (self), Being-in-the-world,
contextualization, and at the same time, the possibilities of liberation and
transcendence.

Third: Non-formulated or formulated togetherness. Being-with has been
discussed by all orientations of existentialist philosophy. However, Buber
offers a more desirable formulation and correction of the relationship between
the self and the Other. After proving the predominance of relationism on
existence and the necessity of the existence of the Other along with presenting
the above-mentioned requirements, Buber formulates the desirable relationship
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with the Other (or desirable togetherness). These requirements leads to the
formation of dialogical life of the self and the Other.

: The notions of the self and the Other provide a
chance to think about human and found a peaceful life for him in the technique-
ridden modern world. This needs a theoretical model to consolidate the
desirable confrontation of the self and the Other. The theoretical model is
obtained from Existentialist thought on the collaborative attitude towards
existence and recollects the liberation and transcendence of human beings with
regard to necessity of his responsibility to his existential world. As the
formulation considers the desirable confrontation of the self and the Other a
necessity to raise this confrontation, the basic elements of Buber’s thought, non-
objectification, authentication of human freedom and decision-making,
consideration of individuals’ actuality rather than primacy of their past
belongings, avoidance of imposing the self on the Other, real dialogue with the
Other, avoidance of pretense, and understanding the responsibility of answering
the Other to formulate the desirable confrontation of the Self and the Other.
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