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Submitted: Eckhart believed that the mostimportant way to
2020/2/12 become divine is Dependency, which is in turn achieved
Accepted:  through poverty. Eckhart defines the three components of
2020/5/31 poverty as follows: not wanting, not knowing, and not

having anything. What is meant by the first component is
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Igependency attain nothing, he is united with God, for when he removes
GO(\j/erty, himself from the unrighteous, he becomes close to God.
E((:)kﬁa t What is meant by the second component is the liberation

and freedom of the mind from all conceptions. With this
realization, man enters the realm of ignorance where he
only finds God and will receive him. With the third
component, man reaches nothingness and nothing
remains of his identity. Then he will be united with God. By
accepting poverty, man attains the status of dependency,
which is the becoming of God. Thus the two components -
neither wanting anything nor having anything - are
incompatible with the teachings of Christianity and the
Church. On the other hand, despite some differences, there
is a common ground between the teachings of Islam and
the views of Eckhart.
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This descriptive-analytical study aimed to examine the
role of poverty in human deification in light of Meister Eckhart’s
works. One of the key elements in Eckhart’s thought is
“Gelassenheit” [detachment] which leads man to “nothingness”, the
highest point man is able to achieve. According to Eckhart, the notion
of human deification refers to manifestation of God in all bodily
forces. One of the most important ways to achieve detachment is
through poverty. In the following, the components of poverty are
explained. The first component Eckhart puts forward in defining
poverty is “to want nothing”. This means abandoning all creations
even the self. The second component is “to know nothing”, which is
in the realm of knowledge and epistemology. To know nothing refers
to freeing the mind of forms and concepts, which will be discussed
further in the following. The third component Eckhart defines in
poverty is “to have nothing”. If to have nothing is literally realized in
the individual, he will achieve nothingness as to have nothing is pure
nothingness.

This descriptive-analytical study aimed to examine the role
of poverty in human deification under the light of Meister Eckhart’s
works. After examination, it could concluded that the two
components of “to want nothing” and “to have nothing” are not
congruent with Christian and ecclesiastical teachings. Nonetheless,
despite some distinctions, there could be found similar aspects in
Islamic teachings and Eckhart’s view.

The definition of poverty includes three components, namely to want
nothing, to know nothing, and to have nothing.

The first component Eckhart puts forward in defining poverty is “to
want nothing”. This means abandoning all creations even the self.

The second component is “to know nothing” which is in the realm of
knowledge and epistemology. To know nothing refers to freeing the
mind of forms and concepts.
The third component Eckhart defines in poverty is “to have nothing”.
If to have nothing is literally realized in the individual, he will achieve
nothingness as to have nothing is pure nothingness.

In evaluating poverty in Eckhart’s view,
it is examined intra-religiously to determine whether or not the
ecclesiastical system (as the source and executive body of teachings
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of Christ) and Christian teachings are congruent with Eckhart’s
poverty.

Given that from Eckhart’s three components of poverty, to want
nothing and to have nothing are incongruent with Christian teachings
and ecclesiastic rites, his teachings have been decried wrong and
rejected by the Pope. Nonetheless, there are differences and
similarities between Eckhart’s view and Islamic teachings.
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