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Abstract: The spread of modernism to all aspects of human life, as well as

its incorporation into the core of reality, has left less room for the
transcendental, to the point where no evidence of transcendence can be traced
in events. This has squandered the efforts of Islamic philosophers to prioritize
the transcendental in all aspects, as well as their endeavors to define the
meaning of life based on transcendence. Mulla Sadra’s philosophical theories
help to resolve this dilemma since his intellectual system is founded on
concepts that had previously received less attention as a philosophical
framework. Such concepts include the theory of Substantial Motion and the
evolution of the inner self (nafs) from the earthly to the heavenly worlds, the
theory of Gradation of Existence and the gradational state of the inner self, the
status of the world of imagination as a medium between the matter and the
intellect, the unity of the inner self with the active intellect, the copulative
dependence of phenomena on the independent essence of the Divine, and the
principles of knowledge of love. These notions and principles have created a
profound influence and a distinct viewpoint on art recognition and the
explanation of the process of creating art and artworks and, consequently, have
established a distinction between the truth and the vulgar. The achievements of
Mulla Sadra's viewpoints include his emphasis on the presence of
transcendence at the core of all phenomena, his philosophical explanations for
imagination in creating art and its mediating and meaningful status, his
interpretation of human identity, his views on resembling God to the human at
the level of imagination, his ideas on mutual relations between human love and
art, and his perspective on the heavenly nature of authentic art. In this essay, we
seek to extract a model based on truth and wvulgarity in art, in addition to
researching Mulla Sadra's ontological and epistemological principles and their
influence on the process of art creation.
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ntroduction;:  The Islamic

philosophers believe that a
phenomenon is formed based
on the principle of causality.
According to these
philosophers, this principle is
founded on an existential
relation and is deemed self-
evident, and does not need to be
proven (although they have
sought to explain it to some
degree). They classify causes
into four categories: form
(something that is a criterion for
an object's actuality); matter
(something that is a criterion for
an object's potentiality); the end
(or ultimate cause; something
beyond the existence and
essence of an object out of
which that object is composed);
and the agent cause (something
by which the object is created).
Because the cause-and-effect
relationship is linked to the
concept of "being as such,”

understanding the truth about a
phenomenon is dependent on
understanding its four causes.
According to the contemporary
perspective, a phenomenon can
only be investigated in terms of
matter and form, so the agent
and the end are ignored. Indeed,
in today's philosophical
systems, less emphasis is placed
on all four causes
simultaneously. As a result, if
we regard attention to
transcendence (the agent and
the end) in the core of a
phenomenon, and to the agent,
as "truth," we should consider
mere attention to matter and

form as "vulgar.”

ethodology: We reviewed

Mulla Sadra views in his works
including, books, essays, as well
as the works written by their
commentators. Given the topic
under study, a descriptive-
analytical method was used in
this article. Moreover, the data
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and information were collected
through library research.

indings: The art creation

system (the  realm  of
imagination) can use these two
groupings of causes for artistic
creativity. In other words, the
output of this system with these
two inputs or raw materials—
one heavenly and the other
earthy— is either the truth or
the vulgar. Human beings lack
aesthetic judgment and cannot
comprehend beauty with their
five senses. The five senses can
only assess quantity and quality,
not beauty. Art originates in
imagination, and without it,
humankind would be unable to
create art. An imagination-less
individual would be artless. An
artist’s vision is like a pathway
for aspiration, virtuosity, and
observation. The artist
sometimes fills his
imagination's treasury by seeing
tangible, material forms and
phenomena, then formulates
and mixes them in this treasury
to produce immaculate and

unique imagery. However,
sometimes the artist's inner
treasury reaches beyond the
accumulations  of  tangible
abstraction and is founded on
transcendence, resulting in new
novelties and transcendental
marvels generated by this artist's
approach and representation.

iscussion and  Conclusion:

According to Mulla Sadra, the
human as an artist represents
Allah's beautiful and excellent
names (Asma al Hosna). Such
human represents God’s names
like beautiful, elegant, creator,
illustrator, and omnipotent.
God was an artist before man,
and human is his creative
masterpiece. Man's relationship
with the transcendental may
result in the creation of beauty,
and this is the standard by
which we can tell the difference
between the truth and the
vulgar. In other words, if the
artist’s source of imagination is
something linked to the divine
world or the transcendental
truth, then art is authentic. But
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if it is free of the divine world
and emerging from the lower
level of existence (matter), if the
form in the artist’s treasury has
resulted from the inferior, that
art is not genuine and such work
is referred to as vulgar.
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