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Abstract: One of the significant issues concerning the Day of

Judgment is the various positions mentioned in the verses and
traditions, and theologians and philosophers are seeking a
correct understanding of it with their own foundations. In the
meantime, most theologians have introduced a materialistic
account of the measure and state that there are measures about
human practices in the Day of Judgment, weighed as light or
darkness, or the scriptures in which practices are recorded. This
study, while criticizing the views of theologians, does not
reflect on the measure as a means for measuring human
practices by extracting the philosophical principles of Mulla
Sadra and dividing the measure into two types of the measure
of science. In this justification, there is nothing beyond human
nature. By performing good deeds, a person will gain an
existential elevation and tend to ascend, and by doing evil
deeds, he will degrade and tend to descend. The desire of the
soul in one direction is construed as the measure, and the
heaviness and lightness of the measure is also interpreted as the
tendency to ascend or descend.

Cite this article: Hoseinzadeh, M. (2022). The Truth of the Measure of Sciences and Practices
according to Mulla Sadra and Its Philosophical Foundations. Philosophical Meditations. 13(31),
287-309, https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2024.533331.2023

© The Author(s).

Publisher: University of Zanjan.

https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2024.533331.2023 Homepage: phm.znu.ac.ir

O



https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2024.533331.2023
https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2024.533331.2023
http://phm.znu.ac.ir/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9351-6561

Philosophical Meditations.University of Zanjan/Vol. 13, Issue: 30, 2023, pp 281-285...282

ntroduction: The presence of

positions in the Day of Judgment
is one of the Quranic and
traditional certainties. A position
means a place to deal with
practices and accounts. Some of
the  positions are:  path,
presentation of deeds, reading of
books (observation of deeds),
measurement and audit,
purgatory and the gates of heaven
and hell. A significant position of
the Day of Judgment, which is
highlighted in the Qur'an and
traditions, and theologians and
philosophers have attempted to
explicate its truth, is the position
of the measure. It is the position
in which human practices are
measured. What is important
concerning measure is the
excellence of the account of this
position, whether this position is
like worldly standards and the
real meaning of it is meant or will
it have a figurative meaning?

At first, the

present study designates the
theologians' position of measure
by fully following the theological

ethodology:

foundations, and then by
referring to Mulla Sadra's
sources, the two types of measure
are clarified to determine the
philosophical foundations
intended by Mulla Sadra and
express the effect of those
foundations.  Likewise, some
ambiguities  concerning  the
position of measure in Mulla
Sadra's terms have been taken
into consideration and to some
extent those ambiguities have
been resolved.

indings: Most of the Islamic

theologians (including Mu'tazila,
Ash'ari, and Imamiyya) have
acknowledged the  physical
(material) Judgment by using
their own ontological and
anthropological foundations, and
according to those foundations,
they introduced a materialistic
justification of the positions of
the Judgment.

Mulla Sadra attempts to
explain religious teachings by
using ontological and
anthropological foundations. He
divides the measure into two
types. According to him, it is
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divided into the measure of
sciences and the measure of
practices.

The application of this term to
the measure of sciences is due to
usage of two principles and
introductions in each of the
measures of science (equilibrium,
coherence, and correlation), each
principle is the horizontal line,
and the common limit between
them is vertical line.

He did not place the position
of the measure of practices on
its apparent meaning. By
reflecting on its meaning, he
states that the measure does not
have a special form or a physical
form; truth is the measure of
something by which objects are
compared and weighed,
whether the weighted object is
physical or non-physical.

iscussion and Conclusion:

Theologians introduced diverse
views regarding the truth of the
measure in the world of the
hereafter. Some people carry the
measure in its apparent
meaning and believe that
human practices are measured

by scales. Some others consider
the presence of an apparent
measure in the world of the
hereafter unreasonable and
consider it impossible to
measure practices by means of
it. This group has presented
interpretations  related  to
Measure's position in order to
justify the tradition related to

this position.
According to Imamiyya
theologians, the weight of

virtues and vices is in two ways:
either the virtues of each person
are placed in one cup and his
vices in another; or that the
virtues and vices of each person
are placed in one cup, and in the
other cup a measure to value of
his practices (Qami, 1415, vol. 1,
p. 556; Faiz Kashani, 1360, p.
160). In the second case, the
sum of his good and bad deeds
Is placed in one cup of the scale,
and the good deeds of the
prophets and imams are placed
in the other cup of the scale, so
that the weight of a person's
practices is determined.
According to the principles
of Mulla Sadra, the measure in
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the world of the hereafter is
within the human being, and
the human soul, considering its
practices and their results, has
two sides, one side of which
tends to ascend and the other
side is likely to descend.
Therefore, considering the
human soul, he himself is the
measure, and his practices can
be measured according to his
tendency in one direction. By
doing good deeds, the soul will
get an existential upgrade and
ascend, and by doing evil deeds,
the soul will degrade and
descend. It can be concluded
from the tendency of a soul to
ascend, the heaviness of
practices and deeds, otherwise,
is about its lightness. But by
comparing the soul with the
Prophet and the Imam, the
relation and proportion
between the practices of the soul
and the practices of a perfect
human being can be measured.
In the first case, every human
being will have his own measure
that can determine the size of
his practices and knowledge,

and it seems that this is the
singular form of the word
measure. In the second case,
when the soul is compared with
a perfect human being, there
can be multiple standards
according to the types of human
beliefs and  practices, as
mentioned in the Quran.

Beliefs and practices are
grounded on the human soul,
and the human soul is also the
scriptures in which practices
and sciences find a role.
Therefore, on the one hand, the
human soul has two measures,
and on the other hand, it will be
one of the two measures. If the
measure of beliefs and deeds is
considered, then the human
soul is the measure itself, and if
the measure is considered to be
the people of right beliefs and
righteous deeds, then the
human soul is considered to be
one level of measure, and the
existence of the Prophet and
Imam is the other level of
measure.
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