ORIGINAL RESEARCH Vol. 12/ Issue: 28/ Spring & Summer 2022/PP. 195-200

A Comparative Study of Casual Relation of Mind and
Body from the Perspectives of Mulla Sadra and John
Foster
Hamid Reza Abdoli Mehrjardi 1, Foroogh Sadat Rahimpoor 2

Submitted:
Accepted:
:
Mulla Sadra,
John Foster,
Mind, Soul,
Organic
Composition,
Corporal
Contingency.

Explaining how the soul and body relate is one of the
issues that is raised after accepting the duality of the two. One type
of relationship between the soul and the body is the acceptance of
causality between the two and the impact between them. Mulla Sadra
considers the body as the material cause of the soul and then refers
to the interaction of the soul and the body, while Foster only deals
with the second aspect. Foster, a follower of Cartesian dualism,
offers a way for the problem of casual pairing and explains how a
mind and a body are united. This problem of casual pairing of a
specific soul to a specific body is eliminated in Sadra’s philosophy
with principles of corporal contingency and the unity of soul and
body. According to Sadra, soul and body are two sides of the same
being; Foster, however, introduces psychophysical arrangement for
the unity of them. The way of this connection in Sadra’s philosophy
leads to a kind of unity that can better explain their interaction; but
this will remain unanswered for Foster. Mulla Sadra explores the
problem ontologically, and Foster offers an epistemological
explanation. Examining the effectiveness of the solutions presented
by the two scholars is one of the aims of this article.

DOI: 10.30470/phm.2021.529165.1979

Homepage: phm.znu.ac.ir
1. PhD student of Hikmat Mutaaliye of Isfahan University, h.r.abdoli@gmail.com
2.Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology,
University of Isfahan(Corresponding author) fr.rahimpour@ltr.ui.ac.ir.

196

.

197

Vol. 12/ Issue: 28/ Spring & Summer 2022

198

.

-

-

199

Vol. 12/ Issue: 28/ Spring & Summer 2022

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

200

-

