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Abstract: Geographical orientations as one of the important cognitive tools

of human beings refer ,in their literal meaning, to relations between physical
objects in the natural world. Encompassing-encompassed orientation refers to
a relation between two objects, in which the external boundary of the
encompassed object corresponds to the internal boundary of the encompassing
object. This orientation is used in everyday language as well as in the
philosophical systems to conceptualize philosophical principles and rules.
Accepting the literal meaning of this orientation in physics, Mulla Sadra uses
widely this for the description and explanation of philosophical concepts in
metaphysics. Using encompassing-encompassed orientation to describe
abstract concepts is made possible by conceptual metaphors. Conceptual
metaphors related to this orientation in Mulla Sadra’s philosophy are: “having
perfect knowledge as encompassing’, "having active knowledge as
encompassing’, “the state of perfect cause as encompassing’, "being basic as
encompassing’,
and " exercising power and will as encompassing’. Although at first glance, the

Maximum attribution to an adjective as being encompassed',

container-content orientation is equal to the encompassing-encompassed
orientation, they have turned out to be of a completely different metaphorical
functions. "Knowledge as a container" and “time as a container” metaphors can
be seen in Mulla Sadra's philosophy
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ntroduction: According to

Aristotle, metaphor is one of
the rhetorical devices that is
used only in virtual language
for aesthetic reasons or r
provoking emotions. Sciences
use only real language that
lacks any rhetorical devices,
and words are used in their
literal  sense. Cognitive
linguists, such as Mark
Johnson and George Lakoff,
criticizing the Aristotelian
view, believe that there is no
fundamental difference
between real and virtual
language (Lakoft, 1993, pp.
203-205).
metaphors are abundant both

Conceptual

in everyday language and in
the scientific and specialized
language (Jakel, 2002, p. 21).
Conceptual metaphors are one
of the most important tools of
the human cognitive system to
conceptualize abstract things
such as causality, freedom,
time, love, and mind (Lakoff &
Johnson, 1999, p. 73).
Conceptual metaphors make it
possible to wunderstand an
abstract concept - destination

domain - through objective
concepts - origin domain
(Lakoff, 1993, p. 203).
Therefore, conceptual
metaphors have an
epistemological and cognitive
role rather than an aesthetic

role, and without them, the

cognition process is
incomplete.

In everyday human
experience, geographical

directions such as up-down,
left-right, and in-out play an
important role in the process
of recognizing our
environment and our
successful performance in this
environment. However, the
presence and role of these
geographical directions in the
process of human cognition
goes far beyond sensory
encounters  with  natural
phenomena. Many abstract
phenomena are described and
conceptualized by
geographical directions. The
use of geographical directions
to describe abstract
phenomena has been made
possible by  orientational
metaphors.
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In everyday human
experience, physical objects
have boundaries. If the
external boundary of a
physical object coincides with
the internal boundary of
another object, then the first
object is encompassed by the
second object. The "h-w-t" (¢
L ) root and its derivatives
such as muhit (encompassing)
and muhat (encompassed)
involve such a meaning. These
words have been used many
times in  the  physics
discussions of the works of
Muslim philosophers in their
literal sense.

One of the directions that
Mulla Sadra has used to
conceptualize ~ metaphysical
matters is the  muhit
(encompassing) -muhat
(encompassed). This direction
in its literal meaning refers to
the relationship between two
objects in the natural world,
while Mulla Sadra has used
this direction in philosophical
issues such as causality and
knowledge. Assuming

acceptance of the theory of

conceptual metaphors, this
research tries to answer the
following questions:

1- Which conceptual
metaphors based on the muhit
(encompassing) -muhat
(encompassed) directions

have been wused in Mulla
Sadra's works?

2- Is the metaphorical function
of the hawi (container)-
mahwi (content) direction
similar to or different from
muhit  (encompassing) -
muhat (encompassed)
direction? Why?

3- What evidence supports the
metaphorical interpretation of
muhit  (encompassing) -
muhat (encompassed) in
contrast to competing
interpretations?

ethodology: Discovering

and extracting conceptual
metaphors in a text is possible
either by searching for
keywords related to the origin
domain of the metaphor or by
searching for keywords related
to the destination domain. In

this  article,  conceptual
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metaphors are discovered and
introduced by using the words
related to the origin domain.
In this way, various cases of
using the derivatives of "h-w-t"
(+ 5 ) root in Mulla Sadra's
text have been searched and
extracted. Then the results are
analyzed and various
metaphors are  extracted.
Similarly, the uses of the "h-w-
y" (s s z) root have been

explored and analyzed.

indings: Conceptual
metaphors based on the
encompassing-encompassed

direction in Mulla Sadra's
works  that have been
identified in this research are: "
having perfect knowledge as
encompassing’, "having active
knowledge as encompassing”,
"being perfect cause as
encompassing’, "being basic as
encompassing”’, "Maximum
attribution to an adjective as
encompassed”, and "
exercising power and will as

encompassing".

iscussion and Conclusion:

Mulla Sadra sometimes refers
to the encompassment of
physical objects as the "sensory
positional  encompassment"
and the encompassment in
metaphysical — matters  as
“spiritual  encompassment".
His statements show that
although these two
encompassments are not the
same, the understanding of
spiritual encompassments is
dependent upon the
understanding of the sensory
encompassment. This
epistemological priority shows
that these two types of
encompassments are not
semantically homonymous.

To encompass in the above
metaphors does not have a
single and common meaning,
nor does it refer to completely
different meanings. Rather,
although the encompassing in
these metaphors have
semantic differences with each
other, they have all maintained
their connection with the
literal meaning of this word.
Therefore, it can be said that
different cases of using this
direction in Mulla Sadra's
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works are the result of
metaphorical expansions of
the literal meaning of this
word.

In the metaphors above, to
encompass refers to the
completeness  of  science,
causality,
attribution. This common

power, and

feature of the metaphors above
goes back to the literal
meaning of encompassing-
encompassed direction. In
ordinary everyday experience,
the  encompassing thing
encompasses all the
dimensions and aspects of the
encompassed  thing.  This
feature has been used by the
above-mentioned conceptual
metaphors to emphasize the
completeness and perfection
of metaphysical matters. Thus,
elements from the origin
domain of the mentioned
metaphors are mapped to the
destination domain.

Although at first glance the
hawi (container)- mahwi
(content) direction is
equivalent to the mubhit
(encompassing) -muhat
(encompassed) direction, but

it has completely different
metaphorical functions;
"science as hawi (container)"
and "time as hawi (container)"
metaphor are found in Mulla
Sadra's works. This shows that
the literal meaning of the hawi
(container)- mahwi (content)
is also distinct from the muhit
(encompassing) -muhat
(encompassed); the
encompassed thing is outside
the encompassing thing but

the content is inside the

container.
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