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Article Info: Abstract: “The problem of systemic evil” is a self-made concept
Article type: introduced by Yujin Nagasawa. He unveiled it in his article “The
Research Article Problem of Evil for Atheists”. The main claim of the article is
that evil is not limited to natural disasters and human

history: catastrophes, even "the universe is based on evil" basically. He
Received: uses the famous example of Charles Darwin for his purpose,
2022/4/20 which is Ichneumonidae . The existence of this mosquito is a sign
. of excessive and gratuitous evil in the natural world and a clear
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2022/9/3 article, while explaining and analyzing his purpose of the " The
Accepted: problem of systemic evil ", we evaluate its contents by the
2022/9/20 content analysis method. In this regard, while taking advantage
Published: of the latest findings of the cognitive science and relying on
2022/11/4 Nigel's "explanatory gap principle,” we seek to prove logically
that basically we can have no understanding of the suffering of

Keyvvords: hosts of Ichneumonidae mosquito because pain is understood by

the mind ultimately, and since the mind is embodied, and the
Embodied Theology, bodies are different, so there is no way for us to understand the
The problem of Pain of the victims of the Ichneumonidae mosquito. Further, the
systemic evil, Yujin denial of benevolence in the actions of God is not reasonable. In

Nagasawa, contrast, pastoral theology is introduced as a suitable alternative
Explanatory Gap, to confirm the incomprehensibility of pain, to be able to
pastoral theology empathize with the suffering person based on the teachings of

this type of theology.
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ntroduction: From the example

of Ichneumonidae or cats
playing with the victim mice,
and its hasty generalization to
the whole nature, the “problem
of systemic evil,” will be
deduced which concentrates on
the whole biological system.
However, my main criticism is
that this example cannot be
used to prove or disprove
theism. Thus, we should create
a relationship between
the philosophy of mind and the
philosophy of religion in order
to be able to explain this
irrelevance of Ichneumonidae
to systemic evil. Therefore, |
refer to the article “What Is It
Like to Be a Bat?” by Thomas
Nagel (1937-), which is one of
the significant articles in the
field of the philosophy of mind.

ethodology: The abstract and

the main claim of the said article
suggested that we believe that
despite our similarities with

bats, we can never understand
the quality of being a bat since
based on our imagination, we
will try to relate our experiences
to bats and integrate our
gualities with those of bats.

Nagel was of the opinion that
from the viewpoint of a third
person we cannot understand
the qualities of a first person.
The same goes for a Martian
with qualities different from
ours who cannot deny that we
possess the quality (awareness),
hence, we cannot deny the
quality in bats. However,
despite the fact that this quality
is undeniable in bats it is not
understandable for me asa
human. This is due to the
existence of the Explanatory
Gap which is “the gulf between
an objective and subjective
description of mental
phenomena” (Friedenberg and
Silverman, 1398 SH).

In fact, this gap indicated the
refusal of  understanding
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between materials and types, to
put it simply, we can never truly
understand the feelings of a bat
even if, with the help of exact
sciences, we were able to
simulate and reconstruct the
most delicate and sensitive
sensory and motor limb of bats
and attain a precise cognition of
bat biology.

We can probably build a
machine that can act exactly as
a bat does, however, it cannot
explain to us what it would be
like to experience the world as a
bat.

Furthermore, the critics of
the theory of functionalism in
the cognitive sciences who
suggest a different
interpretation of the relation
between the mind and the body,
stated that: “it cannot account
for the felt or experienced
character of mental states—a
phenomenon known as qualia
(quale, singular). Examples of
qualia include the subjective
experience of what it is like to
feel ‘hungry,” to be ‘angry,” or to
see the color ‘red.” It would

seem that these kinds of
experiences cannot be
replicated as purely functional
processes. A machine could be
programmed to ‘see” the color
red, even mimicking the same
human functional process, but
this machine could not have the
same experience of what it is
like to see red that a person
has”. (ibid: 3-72)

Even though the mind-body
relationship is not the subject of
the present article, considering
its impact on explaining the
criticism of the “problem of
systemic evil”, we will mention
a few parts

here. Various opinions are
proposed regarding  this
relationship, all of which are
classified under the
Monotheism style and Dualism
style.

If in the past, following
Descartes, most of the
philosophers were dualists,
nowadays, most of the experts
are monists and deny any
distinction  or  difference
between mind and body. They
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argue that if the body and mind
are considered to be from two
different foundations, no third
mediator can connect these
two.

indings:  Accordingly, the
“Embodied Mind” and stated
“we can only think through our
bodies...” (Janson, 1397 SH).
The result of this accepted
viewpoint in the cognitive
sciences, which enjoys
neurological confirmations, is
that two different humans, even
two blood relatives or people
who are mentally close, cannot
understand and experience
each other's emotions, feelings,
and excitements as that person
himself or herself does, let alone
wish to understand emotions of
an animal. Since “meaning is
rooted in our physical
experience. If the non-physical
mind -soul or the
transcendental self- does not
exist to be the source of
meaning, then, what s
meaningful to us and how they
are meaningful to us must be

the nature of our brains, bodies,
environments, social
interactions, foundations, and
actions”. (ibid: 37)

However, this article does not
intend to study the “evidential
problem of evil”, we will
mention this topic. So that if we
share the same opinion with
this group of specialists who
deny the nonphysical mind,
then, we might be able to find
an answer for Bambi, i.e.
William Rowe’s poor fawn.
Even if all evidences can be
accepted and the mind still
convinces us, They cannot
satisfy us and we can hardly find
an answer to the “problem of
existence of evil”.

iscussion and Conclusion: The

conclusion of the argument of
the present article is as follows:
1. Human 1 possesses body
1.
2. Human 2 possesses body
2.
3. Body 1#Body 2.
4. Mind is embodied.
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Consequently, Human 1
cannot understand the status of
Human 2 as one assumes. This
situation is more complex when
trying to understand the status
of an animal. Therefore, “us”
humans do not know the quality
and feelings of those locusts and
caterpillars, i.e. the prays of
parasitoid wasps
(Ichneumonidae). On account
of our experiences and
possessing our special body, we
consider that those locusts are
going to suffer when eaten by
Ichneumonidae, however,
they might feel a different
sensation. It might be or might
not be suffering. We cannot
make a specific judgment in this
regard.
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