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. production? Do memory beliefs justify other beliefs? Are memory
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Introduction: Memory is kind of

mental ability through which
events can be remembered and
even recalled. In epistemology, two
types of statuses have been given to
memory. one is metaphysical
status and the other s
epistemological status. People like
Bernecker have spoken in detail
about the metaphysical status of
memory. Regarding the nature of
memory beliefs, two important
approaches, direct realism and
representatiive realism, have been
hold. Also in the field of
epistemological status of memory,
important questions have been
raised. For instance: is memory
one of the sources of belief
production? In response to this
question, there are two important

approaches: preservationism and

generativism. People like
Plantinga, Dummett and Audi are
against the notion of considering
the memory as the source, and
believe that memory cannot create
belief and is only a reservoir that
protects the belief produced from
other ~ fundamental  sources
(Tucker, 2017:1-2). While people
like Strawson, Lucky and Tucker
believe that memory is the source
of belief and sometimes it is
possible that a belief has several
sources. In the rest of essay, we will
address this question: can memory
beliefs be used to justify non-
memory beliefs? Are memory
beliefs self-justified or do they
need justification? In response to
these questions, two general
approaches of preservationism
and generativism have been

proposed. In the preservationist
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approach, memory is just a
reprository for maintaining pre-
experienced justified beliefs; while
in the generativist approach, in
addition to preserving past beliefs,
memory can be a source of

justification for other beliefs.
Methodology: This research is

done based on library method. In
this paper, we try to analyze the
viewpoint of Frise and Allameh
Tabatabai about the
epistemological status of
memoryto compare their views
and, through this comparison, find
an  appropriate  answer to

epistemological questions.
Findings: These findings include:

1.Memory and belief
Although Frise has not stated

anything about memory being a

source, it can be implicitly
understood from his works that
memory is the reservoir of belief,
not that it is an independent
source of belief production;
because he believes that memory is
a kind of ability that is in charge of
preserving past beliefs. According
to Allameh Tabatabai, imagination
(memory) is a type of power and
ability, and for this reason it can be
the source of partial beliefs, but its
being a source means that it cannot
be the producer of belief
independently, but with the help of
common sense and connection
with the outside, it will create
beliefs (Allameh Tabatabai, 1387,
Vol 3,75).

2. Memory and justification

Both Tabatabai and Frise consider
memory as a source oOf

justification. In Frise’s viewpoint,
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memory is a power whose function
is to maintain justified beliefs, and
memory beliefs can be used to
justify  other  beliefs  (Frise,
2015,69). Also, Frise believes that
memory beliefs do not derive their
justification from memory, and
whatever causes the belief to be
preserved will also be the cause of
the justification (Frise, 2017, 488).
Tabatabai considers the power of
imagination as a reservoir that
preserves partial justified beliefs.
By mentioning the power of
memory and retrieval, he refers to
the cognitive function of memory,
that is, remembering. He believes
that objectivity is preserved in
remembering, and memory itself
preserves objectivity and
justification in the second time.
Also, in his viewpoint, memory

beliefs are basic and self-justified

(Allameh-Tabatabai, 1364, Vol.1,
p 104). Therefore, these two
thinkers’ viewpoint about
considering the memory beliefs as
basis is close to the reformed

foundationalism.
Discussion and Conclusion: By

accepting the epistemological
status of memory as a source of
belief and producer of
justification, the viewpoints of
Frise and Allameh Tabatabai are
very similar to each other. In
Frise’s viewpoint, memory is a
power and ability, whose function
is to preserve and recall past
beliefs. Allameh-Tabatabai also
considers memory as a source of
belief because it has the ability to
maintain partial beliefs. Therefore,

their approach is similar to the

preservationist approach. In the
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viewpoints of Frise and Allameh
Tabatabai, memory beliefs justify
other beliefs and justified beliefs
are preserved by memory. Both of
them consider memory beliefs as
self-justified beliefs that do not
derive their justification from
memory, rather consider
everything that causes the belief to
be preserved as the reason for the
belief's justification. Therefore, the
justification of memory beliefs in
these two thinkers’ viewpoints can

be considered similar to reformed

foundationalism.
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