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Abstract: In order to explain and evaluate the theory of the al-

Kindi - who is the first Islamic philosopher- the author has
achieved three reasons for proving the contingency of the world
by following and studying his works. One reason has been
given by al-Kindi for proving the contingency of the world.
Two other reasons have been mentioned among other things
and are expressed for the purpose of proving other things but
they have the ability to prove the contingency of the world. The
two reasons are based on the finiteness of time and the mutual
implication among mass, motion and time and another reason
is based on the mutual implication between being caused and
contingency. Based on that, he considers the universe to be
limited to the material world, all three reasons validate his
claim. However, the third reason also includes the immaterial
world which is one of the advantages of his theory. Of course,
he does not deal with the concept of contingency and does not
provide a suitable explanation in proving the mutual
implication between being caused and contingency and this is
one of the disadvantages of his theory.
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ntroduction The contingency

and eternity of the world are the
important issues that have
always been considered in
Islamic theology and
philosophy. In general, there are
four views on the issues. Abu
Yusuf Ya'qub ibn  Ishag al-
Kindi is one of those who
believes in the contingency of
the world. Among the published
Persian articles, no article has
addressed this Issue
independently. Among the
English articles, two more
related articles can  be
mentioned. One is an essay that
seeks to present Kindi's opinion
on creation and critiques it.
Another article seeks to present
a new interpretation of Kindi's
argument for rejecting the
eternity of the world on the
Treatise on First Philosophy. In
some historical books of
philosophy, Al-Kindi 's view of
the contingency of the universe
is never mentioned. In some of
them, the contingency of the
world has merely been

mentioned and no reason has
been given for it. Some other
books, without mentioning the
reasons given by Al-Kindji, have
only mentioned the mutual
implication among mass and
time which leads to the
acceptance of the
contingency of the universe.
Some books have merely
pointed out to the contingency
of world. Some have mentioned
only one reason for the
contingency of the universe.

ethodology: In this research,

data were first collected by
documentary method. Research
fundamentals  were  then
described by content analysis
and, finally, the results were
shown through descriptive
method. In this research, by
referring to all his works, we
have first discussed the
meanings of contingency and,
then, we have  studied
cosmology and levels of
existence from his point of view,
and then we have counted the
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evidences that have been
established for the
contingency of the universe. In
the end, we have evaluated and
reviewed them.

indings: The results indicated

that Al-Kindi has not proposed
any definition about the
concept of contingency and in
his works, three reasons can be
found to prove the
contingency of the universe.

iscussion and Conclusion:

A reason based on the mutual
implication between
contingency and being caused:
it needs to be explained but Al-
Kindi expresses no explanation

Al-Kindi limits everything
other than God in the realm of
the material world, and he does
not believe in an immaterial
world beyond the material
world. Immaterial beings are in
the realm of the material world.
He considers general perception
and soul and species in the
realm of the material world.
Therefore, his arguments prove
all his claims; it cannot be

argued that the two reasons
based on the mutual implication
between mass and time are
specific to the claim and only
include the world of matter.

An argument that is based on
the mutual implication between
contingency and being caused
can also prove the contingency
in the realm of the immaterial
world, therefore, this will work
against those who believe in the
eternity of the immaterial world
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