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infinite capacity of signifying,
dealing with secular issues of the
time. This reading sees Talmud
as the critical and rational spirit
of the sacred texts that translates
their message to the language of
the time (Levinas 1990b, 6).

ethodology: This research

attempts to answer these
questions: what is the Jewish
concept of revelation, and what
are the principles of Talmudic
commentaries in  Levinas's
thought that make the
conjunction of tradition and
human autonomy possible?
Since Levinas's opinions on
these issues are bound to his
philosophy of language, first we
explain the notion of revelation
by articulating the terms saying
and said in his philosophy of
language. In this context, we
define the subject as the
interlocutor of God in the
religious thought of Levinas. In
the end, we scrutinize features
and principles from the
tradition of Talmudic
commentaries in  Levinas's
reading, which can assure the

ntroduction The origin of many

contemporary crises IS
presumed to be in human self-
possession. on the other hand,
denying the human self-assured
rationality after its extensive
history is not a possible and
desirable alternative.
Emmanuel Levinas is a
philosopher who, as a Jewish,
has suffered directly from
disastrous events of the
twentieth century. He aims to
find an alternative to the subject
presented by modern western
thought. For Levinas, Jewish
revelation is a command from
exterior that ruptures the
Immanence of human
understanding, without
opposing human rationality and
freedom. Levinas intends to
define a unique position for
human which is not reducible to
subjective perceptions (Levinas
1994, 133). In Levinas's
thought, scripture is sacred but
not in the sense of being
separated from life and
unrelated to the time. He
assumes these texts have an
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signifies the presence of the
whole otherness, it can't be
encompassed and reduced to a
said.

In Levinas's thought, being
addressed by God and having a
dialogue with God defines the
uniqueness of human being,
and creates the core of his
subject. But how can the finite
human respond to the call of
unknowable infinity?
According to Levinas, the
relation of man to the world is
man’s concrete response to
revelation. In other words, the
God-man relation is continued
and stayed alive in the man-
with-man relation.

For Levinas, revelation in
the form of a book is open to an
infinite process of rereading and
reinterpretation, and it never
ends with finite knowledge.
There is always a possibility of a
new signification that is
revealed by a subject as an
interpreter. The call to constant
seeking and questioning keeps
revelation a living dialogue.

translatability = of  written
revelation into the language of
all ages. In the new age, it means
a language that is not against
human rationalism and
freedom. Most researches on
Levinas's thought have not
brought his Jewish background
Into consideration. Being aware
of the Jewish origins of
Levinas's thought, not only
helps one learn his
philosophical language, but also
Is essential to have a better
understanding of his system of
thought.

indings Levinas regards two

spheres for the revelation, one is
the human sphere which is
constrained to concepts and
themes, and the other the
transcendent sphere, which is
beyond finite concepts. These
two spheres are represented by
the terms said and saying which
are in the infinite dialectical
relation. Said is what has been
communicated and remained
from a saying, and saying is the
event of God speaking to
human beings. Since saying
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the prophetic aspect of language
alive. Though Talmudic
tradition is the manifestation of
human independent reason, it is
directed and ordered to a
central message that s
responding to the ethical
command.
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revelation that is a command
from God to ethical
responsibility and human is the
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have reassured an infinite
process of signifying and kept
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