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Abstract: According to Aristotle

characterization should show the character's moral choice in the
form of action, and good moral choice is the criterion of the tragic
character's moral goodness. A good or virtuous action, based on
Nicomachean Ethics, is an action free from extremes, that is, an
action in which the rule of the middle is observed. The tragic
character is morally similar to us because he commits a moral error
like us, but he is also superior to us because despite his moral error,
he can return to the path of virtuous life. According to Aristotle,
action and character in tragedy should be intertwined in such a way
that they represent the all-moral nature of human life. Therefore, the
ideal character of tragedy is morally, and potentially, good; who tries
to realize and actualize his moral goodness during the rational,
causal, unified and goal-oriented process of tragic design.
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Introduction: One of the reasons

cited for writing Poetics by
Aristotle is that Aristotle intended
to explain the place of tragedy in
his philosophical system. One of
the most important axes of
Aristotle's discussion for such an
explanation in Poetics and in the
relationship between his ethics and
his theory of tragedy is the concept
of ethos, by which Aristotle studies
the relationship between action
and moral character in tragedy.
The purpose of this article is to
show many aspects of action and
its tension with character and
morality - whether in a positive or
negative way - by relying on the
relationship between action and
moral character in Poetics. For this
purpose, this article firstly
examines the position of conscious
moral choice in relationship
between action and character from
Aristotle's point of view, and
secondly, it  studies  the
characteristics of character in
tragedy and the relationship of
each of them with ethics,

.according to Aristotle
Regarding the history and
literature of the subject, Ross
believes in Aristotle that according
to Aristotle, tragedy is an simile of

a morally good character, but not
so good that it cannot be felt or
imagined by the Tragedy author
(Ross, 1995). In the book of
Aristotle, Nussbaum says that
Aristotle
unbreakable relationship between

believes in the

action and character in Poetics,
because the actions in which the
character makes a decision that
causes us to make a moral
judgment about it, causes
character development in tragedy
(Nussbaum, 2009). Young in his
Philosophy of Tragedy: From Plato
addition  to
emphasizing the high social status

to Zizek, in

of tragic characters, emphasizes
that tragedy should portray the
character in  "our  moral
playground” while being morally
superior to us. (Yang, 2015). But
the most important research that is
closely and partially related to the
subject of the upcoming article is
the research book on Aristotle's
poetry by Stephen Halliwell.
Steven Halliwell, in the fifth
chapter of this research book on
the art of Aristotle's poetry,
explained the connection between
action and character in the art of
poetry, an important part of which
is related to moral aspects
(Halliwell, 2008).
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Methodology:

This research is of a descriptive-
analytical type and has been
carried out using a library method.

Findings:

In Poetics, Aristotle defines action
with words such as prattein and
praxis, pragmata and muthos. He
brings pratein together with the
words pratontas, derontes and
praxis, which refer to the active
aspect of action. It also brings
pragmata for the equivalent of
actions, that is, events and
especially, composition of events.
Also he sometimes uses Prattein
and Praxis in the meaning of
Pragmata. He uses muthos as a
collective result of prattein, praxis
and pragmata. According to
Aristotle, muthos is the organized
totality of the structure of the
events of a play and imitation or
representation of praxis in general
or a praxis in particular. Therefore,
in the word of muthos, Aristotle
pays attention to the unity of
action, which is achieved through
the causal relationship between
actions and events. According to
him, the poet reflects on actions
and life and then imitates a pattern

of actions and life in the form of
tragic poetry in a dramatic way.
Praxis is the subject or content of
the plot structure (muthos), and
plot structure, map or meaningful
organization of the work of art and
the poet, is basically the creator of
the muthos. According to
Aristotle, finding the structure of
events coherently in the plot

structure of tragedy leads to the

.aunity of desired action in tragedy

Ethos is used in two meanings in
Poetics: 1. character, as a feature or
trait of a  person; 2.
characterization, as a
representation of a character in a
tragedy.
characterization should show the

Character and

nature of prohairesis, i.e., selective
action in accordance with the
conscious desire and intention of
virtue or vice in the pattern of
tragedy. According to Aristotle,
Ethos is a special moral factor
related to action, and dramatic
characterization should display the
character's moral choice in the
form of action.

Discussion and Conclusion:

According to Aristotle, in Poetics,
the moral choice of good is the
criterion of being good in the
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tragic character from the moral
point of view. A good or virtuous
action, based on Nicomachean
Ethics, is an action free from
extremes, that is, an action in
which the rule of the middle is
observed. Of course, Aristotle
distinguishes between "good in
itself" and "good for us". According
to him, the situation in which the
action takes place affects our
judgment about whether the
character's action is good or bad,
but in any case, tragedy should be
written in such a way that at the
end we can make a clear moral
judgment about character. The
second characteristic of the tragic
character is the appropriateness,
which mainly consists of the
appropriateness  between  the
moral character and the objective
conditions of life. This feature is
related to what Aristotle refers to
as external goods in Nicomachean
Ethics and believes that a person
who has external goods (things
such as wealth, power and social
status) can make the right moral
choices and be a good character,
morally. Therefore, according to
Aristotle, the prerequisite for the
realization of the good character is
the appropriateness of the
character. According to Aristotle,

the third characteristic of a tragic
character is similarity. Aristotle
means similarity in character, both
similarity in terms of moral
goodness and similarity in terms of
appropriateness of character. In
the tragedy, the character is
significantly superior to us in
terms of dignity, but due to moral
and non-virtuous practical error,
his dignity is damaged. But the
character of the tragedy is
generally a morally virtuous
person, whose moral error,
although for a while, takes him off
the path of happiness, but his
theoretical and practical concern
for returning and continuing a
virtuous life remains in him. It
stays Therefore, although the
tragic character is morally similar
to us because he commits a moral
error like us, he is also superior to
us because despite his moral error,
he can return to the path of
virtuous life.
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of actions (Haliwell,2009: 151).
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