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Abstract: There are some discursive arguments that justify the

proposition that the intellect and the intelligible are one unified thing.
One scholar who has paid attention to this proposition is Avicenna.
The examination of this proposition is one of the key principles of
Avicenna’s epistemology. In his al-Mabda’ wa al-Ma’ad, Avicenna
agrees with the justifying arguments for the proposition, but in his
other works he seriously disagrees with it. As a prominent
researcher, Lahigi deeply looked into the issue and after the
description of Avicenna’s view, he criticized Avicenna’s
propositional justification in al-Mabda’ wa al-Ma’ad .Viewing the
importance of the earlier study in the light of the later study, the
author has reported Lahigi’s view and criticism of Avicenna. In the
course of his study, Lahigi has demonstrated that Avicenna’s true
view on the intellect-and-intelligible union is to disagree with it and
his agreement in al-Mabda’ wa al-Ma’ad along with his suggested
arguments is only on the face of it. The approaches of the two
philosophers to the issue reveal how they have conceived the
concept of union. Accordingly, they have sought for the union of two
concepts, rather than two modes of existence.
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Introduction: One of the missions

of a philosopher is to study
whether an argument is cogent
enough to prove a philosophical
claim. In other words, if we
accepted from  Plato  that
knowledge were true justified
belief (Shams 1397, 63), we could
believe in P as a true justified belief
only when there are convincing
reasons and evidences for it
Epistemologists call this study the
cognitive  justification of a
proposition (Ibid. 75). In his study
of the intellect-and-intelligible
union theory, Fayyaz Lahiji has
examined the cognitive
justification of the issue. His
scientific efforts as to this issue
focus on Avicenna's ideas.
Avicenna examined the arguments
of  both

opponents. He has merely

proponents  and

expressed his agreement on the
union theory in his Mabda' and
Ma'ad (Avicenna, 1363, 7), but in
other works including al-Isharat
(Avicenna, 1381, 324) and al-Shifa
(Avicenna, 1405, 212/2) has
strongly opposed the union theory.
In his al-Isharat, Avicenna has
compared Porphyry's view which
is in agreement with the union
theory to a worthless date (junk) -

for which there is no buyer-
(Avicenna, 1381, 326).

In the sources of information-
sharing, no essay can be found to
includes the views of both Lahiji
and Avicenna. Views of Avicenna
and Mulla Sadra have caught the
attention of philosophers in many
articles, though. It is only this essay
that has closely looked into Fayyad
Jahiji's account of Avicenna's view
-being the main subject matter of
this essat. The significance of the
issue comes from the fact that
Lahiji who 1is Mulla Sadra's
immediate student and son-in-law
and has a vast knowledge of
transcendent ~ wisdom  pays
attention to Avicenna's view .

The analysis of the intellect-and-
inetelligibl union theory in
Avicenna's epistemology is useful
and adopting any position in the
issue helps us approach to
Avicenna's real view. Knowing the
predecessor in the light the
successor, the author has tried to
critically study the cognitive
justification of the theory in the
light of Lahiji's viewpoint so that
Avicenna's real position becomes
clear and evident.

l\/ I ethodology:
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Making use of the examination of
evidences in his essay, the author
has offered an exact description of
the cognitive justification of
Avicenna's view concerning the
union theory as per Lihiji's
account. The arguments of
Avicenna  and  Lahiji are
regenerated according to the rules
of formal logic and then Lahiji's
account is analyzed. In the end, the
author explains why Avicenna's
argument in al-Isharat is accepted..

Findings:

As reported by Lahiji, Avicenna
has proposed two types of
argument against the union
theory: 1- specific argument in
which the union theory of the
intellect-and-intelligible is
rejected; 2- general argument in
which all kinds of union are
rejected. In his al-Mabda' and al-
Ma'ad, however, Avicenna
embraces the union theory and
provides a detailed argument for it.
In his study of this argument,
Lahiji concludes that it is invalid
and thus unacceptable. We have
shown that
disagreement with the wunion

Avicenna's

theory stems from his
misunderstanding of the concept

of union, rather than the strength
of the argument itself. It seems that
Avicenna and Lahiji's picture of
the concept of union is different
from that of Mulla Sadra.

D iscussion and Conclusion: Like

many other philosophers after
Avicenna, Lahiji is influenced by
him in the intellect-and-
intelligible union theory. Lahiji
holds that the union theory is an
incorrect approach thus cannot be
accepted. He claims that Avicenna
is one serious opponent of the
union theory. Although in al-
Mabda' and al-Ma'ad, he appears a
proponent of the issue, it is not the
case and his real position is
disagreement. In Lahiji's view,
what gave rise to Avicenna's
agreement with the union theory is
that in the introduction of al-
Mabda' and al-Ma'ad Avicenna
had already pledged to abstain
from his own particular views and
to suffice only with the public
views. Lahiji's this justification for
Avicenna's view has proponents
such as Nasir al-Din Tusi, and
opponent such as Sheikh Ishraq.
Contrary to Sheikh Ishraq, Lahiji
holds that there is no agreement
with the wunion theory in
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Avicenna's works, except for al-
Mabda' and al-Ma'ad.
Accordingly, he tries to criticize
the argument of al-Mabda' and al-
Ma'ad in detail in order to
demonstrate that it is invalid. In al-
Mabda'" and al-Ma'ad, Lahiji
argues, Avicenna's argument is
based on three assumptions two of
which are faulty and thus the
argument fails. A look into Lahiji
and Avicenna's arguments against
the union theory shows that in
their picture of the concept of
union they have intended the unity
of two different quiddities which is
impossible, rather than the unity in
existence. This misconception of
union gave rise to their serious
disagreement with the wunion
theory.
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