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Abstract: Mulla Sadra considers the speaking soul to have

perceptive and executive functions. The human soul can make the
right choice in the path of thought to action with the presence of
practical reason during conflicts that may arise between the speaking
power and other powers of the soul. This research intends to explain
the choice in Sadra's works with a descriptive and analytical method,;
a choice that is only sometimes rational. To explain the truth of
rational choice, Sadra pays attention to the roles that practical reason
can play in the process of optional action. According to him,
practical reason overcomes illusion and reflects on imaginary
perceptions, sometimes it does not confirm them as useful. By
standing against some animal passions (lust and anger), it prevents
their aggravation. He carries out the minor matters that he himself
has decreed to be permissible, good and beautiful, with resolute
determination. Through an optional verb, the ego is continuously
choosing. By fully fulfilling these roles, practical reason realizes a
rational and good choice, and on the contrary, with the absence of
practical reason, a bad and inhuman practical choice will definitely
be formed. Human action is human only when the scientific part of
the soul reaches a scientific and rational understanding and combines
this understanding with a decisive determination that is achieved in
the area of the practical part in the light of practical rationality.
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Introduction: Today, human

agency is one of the important
issues of the study field called
practical philosophy. This
knowledge, which has not been
established as a philosophical
trend for a long time, deals with
the interpretation of human
action, the principles and
components of voluntary action,
the relationship between action
and the triad of belief, desire and
will, the relationship between
action and agent. Some of these
topics can be traced in the
philosophical works of the ancient
Greek period, especially the two
books about Nicomachus's self and
ethics by Aristotle.

Muslim philosophers have also
entered into this discussion with
discussions under the title of the
principles of optional verbs.
Mullah  Sadra has analyzed
important aspects of this debate
with his deep view. In this
discussion, there are questions
such as under what conditions
does a person go from thinking to
action? In the emergence of
inaction or weakness of will, which
is referred to as the phenomenon
of "gap between opinion and
action" in philosophical works,

which of the prerequisites for
action are not present? What is the
role of practical reason in this?
What are the characteristics of the
privilege of a rational choice from
other human choices? They can be
planned and followed.

Few researches have been done
about rational and human choices
from Sadra's point of view. These
articles have examined some
aspects of rational choice or
practical reason.

This article aims to examine the
works of Sadra and analyze them
after explaining his views on
human perfection, the process of
formation of optional verbs and
the roles of practical reason and
choice in this process, to the
relationship of practical reason
with other principles. The action is
especially focused on passion and
will and provides a clear picture of
rational choice and human
actions.

Methodology: This study was

done with the analytical method
and within the framework of
Sadra's works.

Findings, Discussion and

Condlusion:
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1) Man, as a divine thing, is
equipped with two theoretical and
practical faculties in his path of
perfection, and he learns special
human perfections through two
ways, science and practice.

2 (Man is created with a
combination of soul and body.
Humans are always faced with a set
of natural and innate needs that
sometimes conflict with each
other. As long as a person lives in
the world, the occurrence of
internal conflict in the perceptive
part between the powers of fear,
imagination and wisdom, and in
the tendency part between the
knowledge and high desires of a
person is completely natural. In
the meantime, people show
different reactions and create
different destinies for themselves
according to their choices.
Sometimes the theoretical intellect
grasps the facts by mastering the
powers of sense, fantasy and
illusion. And all human areas,
including lust and anger, are at the
service of the speaking soul with
the management of practical
reason.

3 (The will, as one of the principles
of voluntary action, is sometimes
subject to rational belief, and with

such a will, intellectual power
occurs, which leads to reasonable
and good actions, and sometimes
it is subject to illusory belief. Such
a will leads to appropriate actions
such as lust and revenge and
victory over the enemy.

4 (Strong will in humans and
intense enthusiasm in animals
necessarily leads to action; But
strong enthusiasm in a talking
animal (human) may not lead to
action in the presence and rule of
practical reason. Therefore, in
humans, practical reason, as the
head of current powers, can
prevent the effect of intense
enthusiasm and push it aside. In
such a situation, a person performs
the action according to the
command of practical reason, not
according to lust or anger.

5 (Perceptive powers can be the
source of action if accompanied by
will. This will is either a legitimate
will that originates from a rational
belief or an imaginary will that
arises from an imaginary belief
that is caused by the imagination
of something sensual or angry.
With the combination of the will
and the perceptual origin and the
creation of the cause, all the factors
are gathered to stimulate the



Philosophical Meditations, Vol. 14, Issue 32, 2024, pp 137-141.........ccooceivveiinneiinnn, 140

organs, muscles, and ligaments,
and the subject in this situation
definitely starts to perform the
action. As long as the will and
enthusiasm are weak or have
conflict or is defeated by another
will or enthusiasm on the part of
the subject Mukhtar, the present
does not occur.

6 (The element of choice not only
in some stages of this process such
as will; Rather, it is noticeable in all
stages of doing optional verbs. The
analysis of Sadra's comments in
this debate clearly shows that the
role of human choice should not
be limited to one of the transition
stages from opinion to action.
Human beings are constantly
choosing from the moment they
start a process called agency with
imagination and recognition as a
perceptual  source until the
moment they do something by
stimulating muscles and physical
activity.

7) Human choice is a rational
choice if it is done with the
supervision and management of
practical reason. With such a
choice, the soul becomes
determined in its practical part
towards the current human and
valuable action and acts on it. In
other words, human action is only

human when the scientific part of
the soul reaches a scientific and
rational understanding about good
action by applying the faculty of
judgment and combines this
understanding with a firm
determination that is achieved in
the area of the practical part in the
light of practical rationality. In this
state, the mind dominates all the
powers or affairs of the soul. With
the absence of any of these two
conditions (right thought and
permissive  will), issuing an
inhuman (and even anti-human)
action from a human is not far
from expected.
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