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Abstract: The power entailment principle, in the problem of divine

foreknowledge, and freedom refutes the counterfactual of freedom.
By which the principle in question is known as one of the disputed
issues that call into question human freedom. Given the power
entailment principle, we don’t have the true counterfactual of
freedom. By presenting some examples that she considers as
counterfactual of freedom, Zagzebski tries to express a new
understanding of necessity, which is the essential condition of the
counterfactual of freedom and also shows that the universality of the
principle can be violated, so it cannot be a sound principle. Through
the expression of necessity in the context of modality, Zagzebski
gives a new understanding of necessity in the sense of the strict
implication. This paper aimed to evaluate and criticize Zagzebski’s
examples regardless of whether the aforementioned principle is true
or false. To achieve the paper’s aim, we examine the feature of being
necessary of her examples in the contexts of modality and strict
implication in the conventional sense and, would show I) the logic
that governs the examples, in both fields, is not valid and, the
examples in question cannot defeat the power entailment principle;
I1) concerning these examples, Zagzebski’s efforts in expressing a
new understanding of necessity in the context of modality leads to
failure.
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he could bring it about that (A>~
Q) is true instead of (A->G) which
is in fact true, while such a thing is
beyond his power. On the other
hand,  appealing to  the
Zagzebski
attempts to refuse the validity of

counterexamples,

the power entailment principle by
defeating its universality. We
begin with the definitions of some
concepts and then, according to
the order followed by Zagzebski in
the criticism of the power
entailment principles, explain her
examples with her statements and,
eventually evaluate and critique
them in the contexts of modality
and entailment. The research
method in this paper is based on
the explanation and analysis of the
materials of Zagzebski’s argument
and the evaluation of her
arguments in two contexts of
implication and modality .

a) The Counterfactual conditional:
The counterfactuals are
propositions that state our actual
world’s laws (Goodman, 1983: 3).
While these propositions are laws
or, are statements about laws, they
aren't based on  causality
necessarily. Although there is a
disagreement about whether the
relationship between the
antecedent and consequent could

Introduction: The power

entailment principle tries to
explain the free will of the agent in
such a way that if the agent is
capable of doing some act and if
the realization of the act in
question  depends on  the
actualization of some other act that
is the necessary condition for the
occurrence of the first one then,
the agent must be capable of doing
itt.  The wvalidity of the
aforementioned principle is too
controversial ~and  has its
opponents and defenders,
(including) Zagzebski is its
opponent and holds that by
defining the necessity in the
context of modality as opposed to
implication, we could have a
refutation against the principle.
On one hand, by appealing to the
power  entailment  principle
Professor Hasker attempts to show
that when the free agent is faced
with an option she is not able to
make a choice instead of what she
"actually has" and so, we don’t have
any true counterfactual of
freedom. If we have a true
counterfactual of freedom- as
advocates of middle knowledge
say- this would require that Dana

could refuse to accept the grant if,
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disputed and has some own
defenders and defiant. Zagzebski,
for example, is one of those
opponents and, presenting a new
definition of necessitation, tries to
refute the principle.

Findings: Zagzebski’s
counterexamples: We shall see
Zagzebski’s examples would be
excluded from the counterfactuals’
paradigm as being necessary
conditionals. Indeed, they are
accidental conditionals, so we have
no choice but to use the logical or
material implication to evaluate
their truth value. Unlike natural
implication, in material
implication the necessity between
the antecedent and the consequent
is not essential and, the truth value
of the conditional is a function of
its members of dis-junction. So
here, we can, without committing
to any mistake, transform the
conditionals in question into
conjunctive conditional. At the
same time, considering that the
necessity between the antecedent
and the consequent is supposed by
Zagzebski, to  negate the
conjunction and use the
disjunctive ~ one  for  such

conditionals is reasonable.

be causally explainable, there is an
agreement that the consequence is
a result of the antecedent. The
counterfactual  conditional is
reflexive and could be symmetrical
or asymmetrical.

b) The Counterfactual of freedom:
The counterfactuals of freedom are
another type of counterfactual. As
we said, counterfactuals of
freedom and counterfactuals
semantically lead us to the point
that the consequence is a result of
the antecedent. From here the
requirement of being necessary is
included in the definition of
counterfactuals and, put them as
an alternative to accidental
conditionals. Respectively, the
criterion of the counterfactual’s
truth value either is the necessity
between the antecedent and
consequent or the truth of
members of dis-junction .

¢) The Power

Principle: The principle aims to

Entailment

serve and explain the freedom of
an agent; if an agent can do some
act that depends on doing some
other acts - such as an act thatisa
necessary condition for the
previous act to be fulfilled- then
the agent must be able to do the
latter. The truth of principle is
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counterfactual one just by
imagining. Again, according to
Zagzebski, if antecedent then we
have necessarily consequent. But
just assuming alone is not enough
to make the relation between
antecedent and  consequent
necessary and, consequently we
won't have a counterfactual of

freedom, strictly speaking.

Discussion and Conclusion:

Given the fact that Zagzebski’s
examples are supposed to be
counterfactuals, we should say
that the truth of counterfactuals
could not be examined by value
function but must be examined
by considering the requirement
between antecedent and
consequent, which is an issue
ignored by Zagzebski. Here two
points can be made: 1) despite
Zagzebski’s claim, her
examples aren’t the
counterfactuals of freedom; 2)
even if we observe her
principles, Zagzebski’s
examples don’t meet the
condition of establishing a
meaningful relationship
between the antecedent and the
consequent .
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