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Abstract: Courage has long been considered one of the most

important moral virtues in different religions and has been given
much attention in Islamic concepts. As two Greek and Muslim moral
thinkers, Aristotle and Miskawayh Razi have tried to conceptualize
and demarcate this virtue. The great similarity of the content of these
two prominent virtue theorists in the discussion of courage raises the
question: what is the difference between their contributions and to
what extent Miskawayh was influenced by Aristotle’s text? The
present research tried to extract the micro-components of courage
from the point of view of each of them with the method of analyzing
the content of Aristotle’s Nicomachean ethics and Tahdhib al-
Akhlaqg of Miskawayh. In this regard, he found 32 components in six
dimensions, of which 13 are common and 11 are specific to
Aristotle. On the other hand, 8 components are one of the merits of
Miskawayh, which shows that in his original book, in addition to
transferring Greek ethics to Islamic-Arabic literature, he also played
the role of selecting, explaining, completing and innovating,
therefore, he found a leading position among late moralists. And the
accusation of his affiliation and translation is not justified.
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Introduction: Courage in the

philosophical-ethical literature has
long been considered one of the
important moral qualities and
effective human virtues in various
rites and civilizations, and this
trend has continued in Islamic
ethics as well. Aristotle (322-384
BC) as the leader of Greek moral
philosophy, discussed courage in
the second part of Nicomachus'
Ethics, and Miskawayh Razi (325-
421 AH) as one of the pioneers of
Islamic ethics in the first, fourth,
and seventh articles from the book
Tahzeeb al-Akhlagq.

Although Miskawayh was more
famous in the field of ethics among
the most prominent Muslim
intellectuals, he was attracted to
the philosophy of Greeks such as
Plato and Aristotle. According to
Moscovia's admission, there is no
doubt that he wused Aristotle's
book; he has clarified many times
in the name of Aristotle
(Miskawayh, 1426 AH, pp. 118 and
328) and has interpreted it as the
Book of Ethics a few times
(Miskawayh, 1426 AH, p. 118 and
178). Some researchers have
considered the many quotations of
Aristotle's sayings by Moscouya in
such a way that Miskawayh does

not have a special innovation in
the field of ethics and is only
indebted to Greece, especially
Aristotle (Aristotles, 1979, pp. 28-
31; Arcoun, 1970, p. 13).

It is unknown whether he used the
Arabic translation of Nicomachus
Ethics or the original Greek
version. Also, there are different
views about Miskawayh's use of
the text of Nicomachus without
mediation or  through its
interpretations. However, in order
to be sure in the present research,
the Greek and Arabic texts of
Nicomachus Ethics have been used
to deal with it.

These two philosophers i.e.
Aristotle and Miskawayh are
among the virtueists in the
classification of moral systems and
are in a way considered the
founders of virtue ethics in the
Western and Islamic scientific
fields and in this sense they are
similar. The following questions
may be raised: to what extent is
Moscovia's ethics influenced by
Aristotle's ethics in the discussion
of courage? In his book, is
Miskawayh merely a reporter of
Aristotle's views and does he not
have a special innovation in the
discussion of courage? What are
the differences between the
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components of courage from
Aristotle's and Muscovy's point of
view? This research tries to reread
the components of courage by
focusing on the ideas of Aristotle
and Moscovia and make an
analytical comparison between
them in the two books of
Nicomachus' Ethics and Tahhib al-
Akhlagq.

Methodology: This article focuses

on the concept of the virtue of
courage, trying to extract the
components in Aristotle's book as
a representative of Western moral
philosophy in the ancient period,
then by analyzing the book of
Razi's Miskawayh  as a
representative of the school of
philosophical ethics of Muslim
moralists, a list of micro
components of courage from his
point of view is presented. In the
next step, with a comparative
approach, this study attempts to
show and analyze the points of
commonality and difference
between  these two  great
philosophers, to achieve the level
of effectiveness and innovations of
Moscovia in this field.

Findings: By exploring Aristotle's
Nicomachus ethics, numerous
interpretations of courage were
collected, as the components
included in Aristotle's definitions
reached 24 items. These cases can
be categorized into six sections by
analysis and integration (Aristotle,
1381,a 1115to b 1117). Also, after
collecting the definitions in the
book of Razi's Miskawayh, the
components of the concept of
courage are divided into five parts
(Miskawayh, 1426 AH, p. 97-100
and p. 194 to 197 and p. 296).

The common components
between Aristotle's and
Miskawayh's ethics are: against the
fearful and painful or frightening
thing, awareness of the dangers,
measuring pleasure and small and
great pain and yielding to the
present pain for the pleasure in the
end, acting not from self-
confidence for the sake of
experiencing victory and
confidence in strength, including
interaction  (movement and
immobility), mediation between
extremes (cowardice) and excesses
(recklessness), having dignity and
beauty, fearing of certain things,

maintaining calmness and lack of
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haste and facing adversity without
feeling sadness and anxiety,
powerful thinking and making
decisions, choosing a goal and
predicting danger on purpose, not
being a storm of anger with a
boiling feeling of revenge and
fighting, having a noble goal and
moral motivation, not acting for
other purposes, having patience,
fearing disgrace and worthlessness
more than fear of death.
Undoubtedly, in these
components, Miskawayh  was
Aristotle's
Nicomachus ethics, although he

influenced by

expressed some of them with new
interpretations or with additions.

The specific components of
Aristotle's ethics are: being against
the most horrible things, i.e. death
and self-sacrifice, in war and
battle, being against an honorable
death that can be saved by bravery,
not dying by disease and storm of
the sea, having self-confidence
(true, not false) but not bragging
and rashness, fearing of something
that should be feared and
fearlessness of something that
should not be afraid of, in the right
amount, in the right way, for the
right reason and at the right time,
having the inability to resist some
fears, not absolute fearlessness and

not knowing fear, the right use of
anger to gain a good human name,
relying not merely on unbridled
animal fury, making a decision and
action, perseverance by faith, not
having knowledge and practical
experience in battle, arising from a
steadfast queen and character even
in sudden danger, not conscious
preparation, Enjoyment without
feeling pain. These components
are not reflected in the book of
Miskawayh and may not be
considered important from his
point of view or may not have been
accepted by him at all.

Therefore, although in the opinion
of many, Miskawayh is only
influenced by Aristotle and is the
reporter and imitator of his
opinions, but based on this
research, it became clear that in
addition to explaining Aristotle's
contributions and selecting them,
he completed some of them, added
to its richness and contributed new
components. Some of these
components are influenced by
Plato and some are derived from
Islamic sources.

Discussion and Conclusion:

Although Miskawayh certainly
used Nicomachus' Ethics and
most  likely its  Arabic
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translation, comparing the
Arabic text of Tahhib al-Akhlag
with the Arabic translation of
Nicomachus's Ethics shows a
significant difference in word
choice, expression style and
order of topics. It leads the
viewer to the conclusion that
Tahhib al-Akhlag cannot be
considered a translation of
Nicomachus's ethics or as an
adaptation, summary or

.description of it
In a statistical summary of the
six dimensions of courage,
Avristotle's distinction in the
conditions of danger, conditions
of fear and elements of beauty is
more  pronounced,  while
Miskawayh's ~ following  of
Aristotle is more visible in the
conditions of action and
conditions of fear. The
innovation of Miskawayh is
also significant in terms of
anger and beauty concerning
courage. This research, without
taking sides with Miskawayh,
and while acknowledging his
serious adherence to Greek
wisdom, especially his
indebtedness to Aristotle, and
acknowledging the unique and
innovative nature of Aristotle's
moral philosophy, maintains
that  the changes that
Miskawayh brought about in

virtue ethics are undeniably
known. However, Moscovia can
be classified among
Aristotelians in terms of the rule
of moderation, and the influence
of Greece (not only Aristotle) in
the  Moscovia intellectual
system, at least in the discussion
of courage, is more than the

.Share of religious teachings
With a bird's eye view, it can be
said: from the point of view of
Aristotle and Moscovia as
moral  virtueists, the two
elements of the situation and
distinction have a central
position in a virtue like courage;
what is important is choosing
the right reaction in each
situation, and accordingly,
courage cannot be defined in a
fixed and specific behavioral
style; therefore, the rule of the
middle is also a formal tool to
achieve balance and harmony
inside and outside. The set of
awareness and feelings of a
person when faced with any
situation leads to a suitable
decision based on four variables
(object, amount, frequency and
time) and on this basis, despite
being difficult and terrifying,
issueing a behavior that is
appropriate for that decision
will be easy, and because it
comes from the queen of his
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being, it does not need to be
considered and calculated. Also,
since from the point of view of
a virtuous person, honor is at the
peak of importance and the top
of pleasure, and on the other
hand, couragous behavior in
valuable matters is in line with
the preservation of honor, so he
always measures the amount of
pain and danger and the amount
of value and expediency And
wherever his honor is at stake, it
will be pleasurable to him in
proportion to this noble
purpose, despite the pain he
endures.
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