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ntroduction: Throughout the
history of philosophy, diverse

perspectives have been offered
regarding the relationship
between  imagination and
knowledge. Within the vast
array of mental forms and
concepts that constitute the
content of our knowledge, there
exist concepts that are neither
sensory nor imaginary, and for
which sense perception does not
serve as a point of access. What,
then, is the origin of the
acquisition of these concepts in
the mind? Does imagination
play a role in the process of
acquiring such concepts? Given
the importance of comparative
studies in epistemology, this
article endeavors to answer
these questions from the
perspectives of Hume and
Tabataba’i.
A.  The

Imagination in the Acquisition

Mechanism of

of  Philosophical Concepts
According to Tabataba’i

Allameh  Tabataba’i, while
rejecting two prominent claims
regarding the origin of

philosophical concepts—
namely, the sensualist position,
which seeks to explain these
concepts  through  sensory
means (Copleston, 1375 SH:
Vol. 5, p. 112), and the
rationalist ~ position, which
considers philosophical
concepts as innate notions
independent of sense and
experience (Foulquie, 1370 SH,
p. 213)—argues that such
concepts are abstracted from
the findings of presential
(immediate) knowledge
(Tabataba’i, 1389 SH: Vol. 2, p.
39). Thus, the reference of
acquired knowledge to
presential knowledge is another
fundamental principle
accentuated by  Tabataba’i
(Tabataba’i, 1404 AH, p. 237).

The most challenging aspect of
Allameh’s viewpoint regarding
the process of acquiring
philosophical concepts
concerns the transformation of
non-conceptual presential
knowledge into conceptual
acquired knowledge. Allameh
explains  the  origin of

philosophical concepts in two
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ways: through the soul’s
presential knowledge of itself
and its actions, and through
analysis of the element of
judgment in  propositions
(Tabataba’i, 1404 AH, p. 257;
1389 SH: Vol. 2, pp. 67-69). He
clarifies that presential
knowledge, by itself, cannot
generate acquired knowledge.
From Allameh’s perspective, the
involvement and mediation of
the faculty of imagination in
transforming presential
knowledge  into  acquired
knowledge is both necessary
and inevitable (Motahhari, 1388
SH: Vol. 6, p. 273). The function
of imagination is not limited to
the illustration and
conceptualization of sensory
findings; the conceptualization
of presential findings is also a
crucial activity of imagination
(Tabataba’i, 1389 SH: Vol. 2, p.
69). It is in this latter capacity

that the imagination enables

access to philosophical
concepts.
B. The Mechanism  of

Imagination in the Acquisition

of  Philosophical
According to Hume

Concepts

Hume rejects the notion of
innate ideas, adopting instead
an empiricist approach
(Hartnack, 1378 SH, p. 4). He
divides  perceptions  into
impressions and ideas (Hume,
1965, pp. 1-2), with impressions
being the direct and immediate
data of the senses, and ideas as
copies of these impressions
(Hume, 1921, pp. 19-20;
Broughton, 2006, p. 52). Hume
regards philosophical notions
that are not preceded by
impressions as illusory and
invalid (Hume, 1965, p. 22).

Having specified the origin of
concepts and ideas, Hume seeks
to account for the presence of
certain ideas and notions in the
mind that lack corresponding
impressions. He  therefore
invokes the principle of
association of ideas and its
governing principles—
resemblance, contiguity in time
or place, and cause and effect—
to explain the formation of

philosophical concepts without



Philosophical Meditations, Vol. 15, Issue 35, 2025, pp 397-402..........ccceveinininnn.. 400

asserting their epistemic value
(Garrett, 2005, p. 54). Hume
claims that “imaginations call
each other to mind” (Malekian,
1379 SH, p. 85). The principle of
association leads to another key
principle,  first  articulated
during the Renaissance by
Michel de Montaigne (Gilson,
1385 SH, p. 173): the principle
of habit or custom. Here, Hume
contends that human nature
inclines us to expect future
occurrences to mirror past
experiences (Beebee, 2006, p.
37).

Through this framework, Hume
explains the acquisition of
philosophical concepts in the
mind. Imagination occupies a
central role in his accounts of
causality, necessity, substance,

and  other  philosophical
concepts. For example,
regarding  causality, Hume

identifies necessity as rooted in
the imagination, while the idea
of substance results from the
association and union of simple
ideas by the imagination
(Hume, 1921, p. 60; Tweyman,
1995, p. 238).

i\’Iethodology: This  research

adopts an  epistemological
framework and employs an
analytical-comparative method
to investigate the interventions
of  imagination in  the
acquisition of philosophical
concepts, drawing on
authoritative ~ sources  and

library research.

Findings: Every philosopher, by
adopting a particular
philosophical perspective,
inevitably draws conclusions
consistent with their
philosophical teachings and not
from external sources.
Therefore, Hume was
compelled to refer philosophical
notions to experience and
imagination.

While Allameh Tabataba’i’s
account currently offers the
most appropriate response to
doubts

philosophical

Hume’s regarding
concepts, it

Allameh’s
contribution lies more in

identifying the faculty

responsible for the

appears that
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transformation of presential
knowledge  into  acquired
knowledge, rather than
explicating the precise manner

and possibility of this process.

l)iscussion and Conclusion: Both

Allameh Tabataba’i and Hume
appeal to the faculty of
imagination and its function in
explaining the acquisition of
philosophical concepts.
However, in Hume’s
philosophy, the knowledge of
philosophical ~ concepts  is
ultimately reduced to
imagination, such that the role
of imagination is primarily
destructive with respect to the
central concepts of metaphysics,
rather than constructive for
genuine knowledge.
Conversely, based on the
general principle of referring
acquired knowledge to
presential knowledge, Allameh
seeks to identify a true origin for
the emergence of these concepts
in the mind. He does not
consider imagination alone to
be sufficient for the emergence

of philosophical concepts, and

maintains that imagination only
acquires epistemological
significance when it establishes
an existential connection with
reality in the context of central

philosophical concepts.
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