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ﬁ:};ﬂi Im;o: Abstract: Islamic philosophy is at once straightforward and elusive: if
Researchy,zrficle its concepts are properly understood, accepting many of its judgments

] . becomes simple. However, achieving such understanding is exceedingly
Article history: challenging, so that even self-evident and intuitive principles-such as the
Received: Principle of al-Wahid-may become as obscure as specialized axioms.
4 September 2023~ One major obstacle in comprehending philosophical concepts arises
Received in from the widespread use of allegory and metaphorical language, adopted
revised form: either to avoid accusations of heresy or to accommodate less
11 December 2023  knowledgeable audiences. This abundance of figurative expression has
Accepted: led many uninitiated readers to misinterpret even precise and literal
27 January 2025 philosophical terms as metaphorical or obscure, so that what is clear

Published online: ~ ecomes concealed and enigmatic-a phenomenon that may be termed

3 September 2025  “clearly veiled” (Sirr-e Wadih). Among these are the concepts of

emanation (Sudiir), birth (Wiladat), and union (Tanakoh), which, due to

Keywords: their assumed metaphorical status, have acquired a veiled character,

] ) complicating the understanding of Mulla Sadra’s philosophy.

Clearly veiled expressions  Emp|oying a descriptive-analytical method and grounding the analysis

(Sirr-e Wadih), metaphor, i Muylla  Sadra’s philosophical principles, this paper secks to

emanation (Sudar), birth  demonstrate the genuine-not merely metaphorical-use of these terms in

(Wiladat), union  Mulla Sadra’s philosophy, without resorting to a materialistic
(Tanakoh) interpretation of the Divine.
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ntroduction: The use of allegory

and veiled expression is a
prominent feature of Islamic
philosophy, particularly in the
works of Mulla Sadra. This has
been highlighted in previous
studies, such as the article
“Emanation and Birth in al-
Asfar al-arbaa (The Four
Journeys) and the Council of
Nicaea,” published in the
Journal of Philosophical Studies
(Winter 2022, Issue 2), which
examined the concept of
emanation in comparison with
Christian
Rahimian, in his book Theory of

theology.  Saeed

Creation from the Perspective
of Mysticism, discusses
“Tanakoh”

mystical

(marriage) in

philosophy,
interpreting it as a metaphor for
the integration of Divine Names
and Attributes (Rahimian, 2008,
p. 141). Since
fundamentally signifies union,

marriage

its mystical use may also be
understood in a real, not merely
metaphorical, sense.

This research addresses several

key points:

1.Islamic  philosophy often
employs secrecy and allegory to
shield its doctrines from the
uninitiated and to avoid
accusations of heresy.

2.The prevalence of allegory has
led even non-experts to
interpret genuinely intended
concepts as  veiled or
metaphorical, resulting in the
“clearly veiled” phenomenon.
3.The concepts of emanation
(Suduar), birth (Wiladat), and

union (Tanakoh) are especially

prone to such
misunderstanding,
complicating the

comprehension  of  Mulla
Sadra’s philosophy.
4 Recognizing the genuine
application of these terms in
Mulla Sadra’s works can
simplify the understanding of
his philosophical system.
5.Without such recognition, lay
readers are prone to interpret
these terms in a purely
materialistic sense.

6.According to the principles of
Transcendent Theosophy and
the doctrine of manifestation,
the genuine wuse of these
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concepts does not entail a
materialistic conception of God.

Methodology. This study adopts

a descriptive and analytical
approach, focusing on primary
references from Mulla Sadra’s
works. The research elucidates
the causes and consequences of
allegory and veiled expression
in his writings, and provides a
detailed analysis of key concepts
such as emanation, birth, and
union, supported by textual
evidence from Mulla Sadra’s
corpus. The objective is to
clarify ~ the

significance and transformative

philosophical

impact of “clearly veiled”
expressions.

Findings: The analysis is based

on the following arguments:
1.The equivalence of
“emanation” and “birth” in
philosophical terminology;
2.The analytical requirements
and conceptual implications of
emanation and birth;
3.Evidence of the acceptance
and use of these concepts in
Mulla Sadra’s works;

4. The interchangeable use of
“birth” and “emanation” by
Mulla Sadra;

5.Influences from Plotinus and
Ibn Arabi;

6.Rejection of creatio ex nihilo
(creation out of nothing);
7.Rejection of purely allegorical
interpretations;

8.The doctrine that the lower
reflects the higher;

9.The relationship between soul
and body in philosophical
expressions.

From these points, the following
conclusions emerge:
*Emanation is conceptually
equivalent to birth in Mulla
Sadra’s philosophy.

*The terms emanation, birth,
and union are used in their
genuine, not metaphorical,
sense.

oThe principal obstacle to
understanding Mulla Sadra’s
philosophy is the
misinterpretation  of literal
truths as allegorical.

Discussion and Conclusion:

Islamic philosophy contains
both manifest truths and
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profound mysteries, which can
be challenging for both
laypeople and non-specialist
philosophers to comprehend.
Consequently, philosophers—
especially the followers of Mulla
Sadra—have frequently
employed allegory and veiled
expressions, both to protect
themselves from accusations
and to prevent the uninitiated
from misunderstanding
complex  doctrines.  This
practice has led to a widespread
perception that even clearly
articulated philosophical
concepts are secretive or
allegorical, thereby making
philosophy  appear = more
obscure than it is, despite the
insistence of philosophers on
the self-evident and intuitive
character of their principles.

As this article has
demonstrated, concepts such as
emanation, birth, and union—
though often misinterpreted as
purely allegorical—are in fact
used in their genuine sense in
Mulla  Sadra’s

According to his principles,

philosophy.

such usage does not entail a

materialistic interpretation of
God. Furthermore, if emanation
is truly equivalent to birth and
these concepts are understood
in their real sense, then the
acceptance of many
philosophical doctrines—
including the necessity of
congruence between cause and
effect and the self-evidence of
the Principle of al-Wahid—
becomes much more accessible.
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