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Abstract: Scientific theology is the outcome of contemporary Christian

theologians’ efforts to defend theology against the challenges it has faced
over the past half-century. These theologians have turned to science, and
by acknowledging the privileged status of scientific inquiry, have sought
to reinforce theology. The central question concerns the nature of scientific
theology and the criteria that render theology “scientific.” Islamic theology
faces challenges similar to those confronted by Christian theology in the
modern period. Therefore, it is important to incorporate the insights of
Christian theologians into such discussions. In this article, to address this
core problem, we refer to the works of contemporary theologians
specializing in science and religion. The findings indicate that theology is
considered “scientific” if it utilizes general scientific research
methodologies, such as Lakatos’s research program, the Duhem-Quine
thesis, the a posteriori approach, and theorizing. Furthermore, realism-as a
foundational principle of science-together with scientific findings and
theories, has been invoked by some scholars to render theology scientific.
Despite its strengths, scientific theology also exhibits significant
shortcomings, chief among them being the unclear rationale for science’s
reliance on theology. Moreover, given that scientific methods, findings,
and foundations are subject to change, scientific theology emerges as a
fluid and provisional endeavor.
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Introduction: From the

perspective of contemporary
Christian theologians, the most
effective defense of theology
and theological beliefs lies in an
appeal to science, giving rise to
a new branch termed scientific
theology. While recourse to
secular disciplines to defend
theology in Christianity dates
back to the period of the Church
Fathers, the systematic use of
science in this capacity is a novel
development. The objective of
such debates is to enable
Muslim thinkers to become
informed and benefit from the
findings of Christian theology,
recognizing that Christianity
and its theology encountered
modern phenomena and their
attendant challenges prior to
Islam, and developed strategies
to defend theology in response.
Therefore, familiarity with these
developments offers a valuable
opportunity to apply their
achievements in confronting
threats to religious belief.

i\’Iethodology: The  central

problem of this article concerns
the definition of scientific
theology and the criteria by
which  theology may be
rendered “scientific.” Scientific
theology is inherently
interdisciplinary, engaging both
with issues at the intersection of
science and religion and with
Christian theological discourse.
Addressing these questions
requires mastery of both
domains. To resolve these
issues, the article employs a
descriptive  and  analytical
methodology: through a review
of theologians’ works, the
features of scientific theology
are identified, interpreted, and
ultimately evaluated in an

analytical framework.

Findings: Although Christian

theologians  have  adopted
diverse approaches to the
scientificization of theology,
four principal criteria can be
inferred from their discussions.
The use of scientific methods

and foundations is of particular
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importance; thus, for theology
to become scientific, it must
adopt inferential reasoning, the
search for the best explanation,
theorizing, and realism. Arthur
Peacocke, for example,
highlights the use of scientific
findings in theology as a
significant  criterion,  while
Nancy Murphy emphasizes the
importance of the interaction
between science and theology
and situating theology within
the hierarchy of sciences. Thus,
although these theologians
consistently appeal to science in
defense of theology, each offers
a distinct interpretation,
resulting in varying assessments

of their respective approaches.

iscussion and Conclusion:

Scientific theology is the
product of the efforts of
eminent theologians, and as
such, cannot be dismissed as
entirely without merit. This
approach seeks to bridge the
profound gulf that has
separated science and theology,
repurposing science—formerly
a tool for critiquing theology—

as an ally. Nevertheless,
theologians have not
sufficiently addressed critical
questions arising within this
debate, such as: What motivates
theology’s reliance on science to
establish its rationality? Is there
no alternative? While some
scholars have engaged with this
question, comprehensive

answers remain elusive.
Additionally, given the mutable
nature of scientific methods,
foundations, and findings,
reliance on  them  risks
rendering theology unstable
and lacking in foundation.
Therefore, while
rapprochement between science
and theology represents an
important development within
scientific ~ theology, certain
interpretations may ultimately
fail to enhance theology’s
standing and, in some cases,
may exacerbate its challenges.
Although scientific theology
cannot be directly imported
into Islamic theology due to
differences between Islam and

Christianity, there is no doubt
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that such research can indirectly
contribute to addressing the
relationship between science
and religion and the application
of science in Islamic theology.
Thus, it is proposed that the
potential of scientific
theological projects to respond
to issues arising at the
intersection of science and
religion and to defend Islamic

beliefs should be thoroughly

examined.
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