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ﬁ:ﬂféim?: Abstract: The most challenging issue in different decades
Researchy,zrficle engaging human beings' mind is the order the multiple creatures
] ) have come to the universe, and if the formation of the universe
Avrticle history: occurred  coincidentally and haphazardly or specific chain.
Received: Answering questions about the how-ness of the arrival of universe
30 September 2023 levels is the utmost concern of a philosopher. Plotinus is one of
Received in revised Greek philosophers to use hypostases for explanation of universe
form: levels. Hypostases, plural form of hypostasis, is meant as essence
22 January 2024 and base, and has a major role in Plotinus's philosophy. In his
Accepted: viewpoint, three hypostases are introduced including ‘the One' (or,
31 January 2025 equivalently, ‘the Good’), Intellect, and Soul, which respectively
Published online: constitute the first levels of universe. Mulla Sadra has also clarified
3 September 2025 these levels in explaining levels of universe; however, there are
significant differences in spite of similarities. The only similarity

Keywords: between the two theories ahead is the framework, and differences

are noticed in the decrees. Fully aware of Plotinus's philosophy,

Mulla Sadra developed and completed Plotinus's vision and turned

One, intellect, soul,, it into a novel theory. The present study is aimed at illustrating

matter uniqueness of Mulla Sadra's vision along with elaborating the two
philosophers' viewpoints and the similarity and difference in their
decrees, through a descriptive and analytical method.

Plotinus, Mulla Sadra, the

Cite this article: Shams, M. Babaee, S (2025). Comparative Investigation of The Three
Hypostases and Universe Levels in Viewpoint of Plotinus and Mulla Sadra, Philosophical
Meditations, 15(35), 269-300. https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2024.554729.2223

© The Author(s). Publisher: University of Zanjan.
https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2024.554729.2223 Homepage: phm.znu.ac.ir



mailto:Alihasso1989@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2024.554729.2223
https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2023.1975398.2328
http://phm.znu.ac.ir/
orcid.org/0000-00032648-9513
orcid.org/0009-0006-4876-0000

Philosophical Meditations, VVol. 15, Issue 35, 2025, pp 269-274........cccoveeeieeeinnnennnnnn.. 270

ntroduction: Throughout the
history of philosophy, many
thinkers have sought to clarify
the origin of existence, the
multiplicity within it, and the
mechanism by which multiple
beings emanate from a single
existence (Mujud al-Wahid).
Significant and  influential
theories have been proposed in
this domain. Plotinus, one of the
greatest philosophers and a
pivotal figure in early Christian
thought,

emergence of the universe

explained the

through  his  theory  of
emanation and the doctrine of
three hypostases (al-aganeem
al-thalatha). He was the first to
formally articulate the theory of
the first emanation. According
to Plotinus, the wuniverse
consists of three hypostases—
The One (Ahad), Intellect (al-
‘aql), and Soul (al-nafs). Mulla
Sadra, founder of the school of
Transcendental Theosophy (al-
hikma al-muta‘aliyya), adopted
and adapted Plotinus’s theory of
emanation. In Sadra’s view, the
existence of the universe is the

result of the grace of the
Absolute, and he too affirms
three fundamental hypostases.
At first glance, the perspectives
of these two philosophers
appear very similar, suggesting
that Sadra simply appropriated
Plotinus’s ideas to clarify his
own theory.

A detailed examination of the
hierarchies of existence reveals
that Plotinus’s cosmology is
indeed structured around three
hypostases. The first is the One
(Ahad), which is absolute
goodness and the highest mode
of being. As the creator of the
universe, the One is wholly
transcendent, utterly simple,
and thus unknowable. Its
infinity precludes any
attribution of characteristics.
Because the One is completely
full and perfect, it overflows,
giving rise to the second
hypostasis, Intellect, which
most closely resembles the One.
Intellect
produces the Soul, or Universal

Subsequently,

Soul, which mediates between
the intelligible and sensible

worlds.  The intermediary
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existence (Universal Soul) is
further divided into the
Supreme Soul and the Spiritual

Soul. The
emanates

Supreme  Soul
directly from
Intellect, while the Spiritual
Soul arises from the Supreme
Soul and is identified by
Plotinus with nature (Phusis),
the principle governing the
sensible world. Individual souls
derive from the Supreme Soul
and are themselves divided into
higher (supreme) and lower
(spiritual) aspects. The higher
aspect remains connected to the
intelligible realm, while the
lower enters the body and can
return to the intelligible realm
through the acquisition of
virtues; sinful souls, by contrast,
are reincarnated.

The downward hierarchy of
emanation  culminates  in
matter, which Plotinus
characterizes as non-existence
(la-wujad), a mere shadow of
existence.  Similarly, Sadra
argues for the necessity of
existence, which is absolutely

simple and  devoid  of

multiplicity; all entities come
into being through a necessary
emanative order. For Sadra, the
first rank 1is the order of
intellects, comprising a series of
vertical intellects beginning
with the First Intellect and
concluding with the horizontal
(transverse) intellects. The next
order is the spiritual world
(falam  al-mudabbiran  al-
nafsaniyya), beginning with the
Universal Soul (al-jirm al-ala).
Thereafter comes the world of
substance (al-madda al-‘alam),
commencing with the Supreme
Mass. This hierarchy descends
until it reaches the world of
matter, the lowest level of
existence. This research seeks to
clarify that, despite significant
structural similarities between
these two systems, there are
fundamental differences in the
attributes and implications of
each order. The central aim is to
explain these differences and
highlight the innovative aspects
of Sadra’s philosophy, as
previous studies have tended to
emphasize only the similarities
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and have thus portrayed Mulla
Sadra as a mere imitator of
Plotinus.

Methodology: This  study

employs a descriptive and
analytical approach, utilizing
available books and articles in

the field. The
information has been analyzed,

collected

and the research is presented
through  descriptive  and
analytical reasoning, grounded

in rational argumentation.

Discussion and Conclusion: A

comparative analysis of the two
philosophies reveals substantial
innovations in Mulla Sadra’s
system. Both  philosophers
employ notions such as the
simplicity of the One, the
principle of the possibility of
higher and lower orders, and the
axiom that only one can
proceed from the One.
However, Sadra introduces the
concept of purposiveness and
will in the Necessary Existent
(W3jib al-Wujiad), an idea
absent in Plotinus’s thought.
Sadra asserts that God has an

actual purpose in creation—
namely, to bring beings to
perfection—and that divine
emanation is accompanied by
divine will. The temporal
specificity of creation,
according to Sadra, points to a
“specifier,” which cannot be
power or knowledge (as these
are constant attributes), but
must be God’s will.
While  Plotinus

negative theology, attributing

practices

no positive characteristics to the
One and rendering it wholly
unknowable, Sadra affirms
positive attributes, making God
more accessible to human
understanding. In the realm of
intellects, Sadra differentiates
between vertical and horizontal
intellects, whereas Plotinus
posits a universal intellect. With
respect to the soul, Sadra rejects
the distinction between higher
and lower souls, instead
positing a division between the
separated and connected worlds
of archetypes, and finds no
counterpart to  Plotinus’s
Phusis. Furthermore, Sadra

denies the reincarnation of
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souls, a doctrine endorsed by
Plotinus.

Another notable difference lies
in the conception of existence:
Plotinus distinguishes between
supra-existence, existence, and
sub-existence, while Sadra
conceives all of existence as a
continuous, fluid unity with
various degrees or hierarchies.
The unity of existence is thus
more pronounced in Sadra’s
view than in Plotinus’s.

In summary, although Mulla
Sadra drew upon many
elements  from  Plotinus’s
philosophy, he developed and
substantiated them through
rigorous  theoretical  and
discursive analysis, resolving
ambiguities and addressing
shortcomings in  Plotinus’s
system. Thus, characterizing
Sadra merely as an imitator of
Plotinus is a  significant
misjudgment; he must instead
be recognized as an innovative
and original thinker in his own

right.
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Corrigan, Kevin.(2005).

Reading Plotinus, A

Practical Introduction to
Neoplatonism.
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