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Abstract: Technological phenomena, including cyberspace, have profoundly

impacted the facilitation of human life and the enhancement of human capabilities.
While they have become indispensable components of modem existence, their
wide-ranging effects and influence warrant serious philosophical investigation.
This research, by interrogating the nature of cyberspace, seeks to facilitate the
resolution of other challenges associated with this significant, interactive
phenomenon through a conceptual analysis of the term itself. The study adopts a
phenomenological approach and employs conceptual analysis in a comparative
examination of the concept of “space” in both its common, physical sense and its
application in relation to cyberspace. After surveying the views of a number of
philosophers and thinkers on the concept of space, it concludes that the notion of
space in its virtual sense, while sharing certain commonalities with physical space,
possesses important distinctions. These distinctions emerge from the
transcendental dimension of the virtual within the discourse on cyberspace. The
principal finding of this research in the phenomenological semantics of embedded
terms is that the “‘virtual” meaning in this context cannot be reduced to its dictionary
definition. Rather, only through the development of the virtual toward a meaning
of transcendence can the concept of cyberspace be fully clarified. Therefore, the
duality between physical space and cyberspace is not equivalent to the literary
dichotomy of truth versus fiction. When the element of virtual transcendence is
considered, cyberspace may be understood as a space that has transcended the
senses—an interpretation that, within Islamic philosophy, corresponds to the world
of imagination (‘alam al-khayal). Moreover, transcendence in the more Kantian
sense—meaning the conditions of the possibility of experience—more accurately
reflects humanity’s role as influencer, subject of influence, or even creator of the
virtual world. Ultimately, the transcendental approach to cyberspace challenges the
view that this space is empty or lacking reality. It distances itself from the traditional
concept of the virtual as something deprived of truth or detached from the physical
realm and instead depicts it as a parallel reality.
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Introduction: This article

examines the meaning of

“cyberspace” and its
relationship with the
philosophical ~ concept  of

“space.” By comparing
cyberspace with physical space,
it argues that cyberspace
possesses unique characteristics
that set it apart from its physical
counterpart, while still sharing
certain structural features with

it.
Methodology: The

employs a phenomenological
method
conceptual analysis in the

research

combined with

semantics of terms, enabling a
focused exploration of the
meanings and dimensions of
“space” across both physical and
virtual contexts.

Findings: The shared use of the

term “space” in reference to
both physical and virtual realms
reveals both similarities and
differences in its semantic
applications in general and
specialized contexts. In
common usage, the physical

meaning  predominates  in

everyday language; this
dominance has overshadowed
the term’s  potential in
theoretical and

contexts, marginalizing the

applied
critical perspectives of
philosophers and scientists such
as Leibniz, Kant, and others.

A similar issue arises in the
figurative meaning of the term,
particularly within the
discourse on virtual space: the
term is often used in a way that
mirrors its literary function,
without sufficient consideration
of its appropriate philosophical
context or specific conceptual
demands.

Bridging this semantic gap—
through the synthesis of the
term’s usage in both domains—
can illuminate the transcendent
status of the figurative meaning
while advancing the
philosophical development of
the concept of space. In this
way, both the transcendental
and enabling aspects of
experience, embedded within
the figurative term, can be
brought to light. This enables
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the term to capture the
phenomenological reality of
virtual space with greater
accuracy, especially given the
inherent flexibility of the
meaning of “space.”

l)iscussion and Conclusion: This

study explored the concept of
cyberspace, focusing on its
philosophical semantics and
implications. The key points
derived from this analysis
include:

. The meaning of “space”
in cyberspace shares key aspects
with physical space, such as
location, distance, size, and
trajectory.

. Cyberspace also
manifests unique features that
extend beyond existing theories
of physical space.

. The figurative element in
the term “cyberspace” signals a
transcendental meaning—a
realm beyond the immediate
physical and sensory world.

. This
dimension aligns closely with

transcendental

the concept of the world of

imagination (‘alam al-khayal)
in Islamic philosophy.
. Cyberspace reflects
aspects of the physical world,
including human fears and
limitations, but transcends
them by enabling new forms of
experience.

. Employing a
transcendental approach to
cyberspace  enriches  our
understanding of this domain
and highlights its philosophical
import.

. The proliferation of
advanced technologies—such as
artificial intelligence, virtual
reality (VR), and augmented
reality (AR)—adds further
complexity to our
understanding of cyberspace
and its role in human life.

. These

raise urgent ethical and

developments
philosophical questions,
particularly  concerning the
integration of such technologies
into human realities and their
potential effects on autonomy
and consciousness.
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In summary, the concept of
cyberspace resonates with key
elements of Islamic philosophy,
especially the Suhrawardian
vision of the ‘alam al-khayal, or
the imaginal world.
Suhrawardi’s philosophical
writings provide sophisticated
insights into the nature of
imagination and its
epistemological role in
apprehending  reality.  This
philosophical parallel offers a
valuable framework for
examining cyberspace beyond
the physical-sensory
dichotomy.

Studying cyberspace through a
transcendental lens opens vast
avenues for  philosophical
inquiry, compelling us to
reconsider the implications of
the digital realm for our
concepts of reality, identity,
consciousness, and the human
condition.  As  technology
continues to evolve and
permeate  daily life, such
philosophical explorations will
prove increasingly vital in
navigating the complexities of

the digital age.
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1 Second life
2 Artificial intelligence(Al)
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very short introduction,
oxford university press.

Jones, Stephen. (2010).
Towards a Philosophy of
Virtual  Reality:  Issues
Implicit in "Consciousness
Reframed". MIT press:125-
132.

Cogburn, Jon and Mark Silcox.
(2009). Philosophy Through
Video Games, Routledge.
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