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Abstract: From the beginning of his creation, human beings have

been under the influence of multiple factors that distinguish them from
others and shape their unique existence. In Ibn Sina’s intellectual
framework, elements such as the primary matter of the body,
temperament of the body, time of the soul’s creation, self-
organizations, natures, and reasons are regarded as the most significant
factors of differentiation and individuality. At the onset of life, these
factors contribute to a person’s distinct identity and establish him as a
unique being. Examination of the mechanisms underlying these
factors indicates that the individual plays no role in determining these
distinctions; rather, they occur through what can be described as
algebraic (i.e., non-volitional or predetermined) conditions. In this
article, employing the descriptive—analytical method, the authors first
explain the concept of the algebraic distinctions of people, and then
examine their relationship with divine wisdom, addressing the
philosophical challenge posed by these involuntary differences.
According to the findings of this research, in Ibn Sina’s thought there
is no contradiction between the existence of arbitrary distinctions
among individuals and the principles of divine wisdom. Such
distinctions cannot be interpreted as examples of injustice, for they
contain innumerable embedded wisdoms, and any deficiencies may be
compensated for in other domains or circumstances.
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Introduction: The principle of

individual differences has long
occupied the attention of
thinkers. Due to its profound
philosophical and theological
implications, Muslim
philosophers—most ~ notably
Ibn Sina—have explored it in
depth. In his works, Avicenna
enumerates the various factors
contributing to human
differentiation and explains the
qualitative nature of their
effects.

A careful examination of the
totality of these distinguishing
elements in Avicenna’s thought
reveals that a significant
proportion are imposed by
necessary conditions beyond an
control.  The

absence of personal will in

individual’s

determining these distinctive
traits—on the one hand—and
the decisive role of obligatory
conditions in shaping
individuality—on the other—
gives rise to a crucial theological
question: How can divine
wisdom be reconciled with

these unwanted, unchosen

distinctions? At first glance,
such differences may seem to
present a paradox between
divine justice and the apparent
inequality of circumstances.
This article aims to address this
question by first examining the
nature of algebraic distinctions
and then clarifying their
relationship to divine wisdom
in Ibn Sina’s philosophy.

Research Questions

This study seeks to answer the
following questions:

1. What role do algebraic
conditions and factors play in
shaping individual distinctions?
2. Within the framework of
divine wisdom, how can
predetermined distinctions be
reconciled with human will?

3. What is the
philosophical justification for
not categorizing  algebraic
distinctions as oppression?

4. What is the ultimate
wisdom behind the occurrence
of such distinctions?

N Iethodology: The  method

employed in this article is
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descriptive—analytical. By
critically reviewing Ibn Sina’s
textual corpus and analyzing the
concepts relevant to
individuality =~ and  divine
wisdom, the authors elucidate
the  relationship  between
predetermined differentiations

and theological principles.

Findings: In Ibn Sina’s works,
the principal distinguishing
factors among human beings
include:

L. Distinction  in  the
materials of the body - the
physical matter from which the
body is constituted at the outset
and throughout life.

2. Differentiation of the
soul at its inception -
determined by variances in
bodily temperament.

3. Differentiation in the
time of the soul’s occurrence -
the specific moment when the
body’s suitable temperament for
receiving the soul is realized.

4. Distinction in bodies and
acquired states — bodily states
shaped by physical actions
throughout life.

5. Differentiation based on
acquired intelligence -
intellectual capabilities gained
through life experiences.

6. Differentiation based on
ethical character - moral
qualities developed during one’s
lifetime (Avicenna, 1375/B:
308-309; Avicenna, 1364: 376-
377).

Avicenna further notes the
possibility of other
differentiating  traits—arising
during or after the creation of
the soul—which may still
remain unknown to us (ibid.).
These cumulative factors leave
an imprint on each soul,
distinguishing it not only in this
worldly life but also in the
hereafter.

Attention to this set of
distinguishing factors reveals
that, in at least three principal
aspects—primary matter of the
body, bodily temperament, and
time of the soul’s emergence—
an individual has no agency
whatsoever. Even in
characteristics such as self-
organizations, moral traits, and
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reasons, the determining
influence of external and non-
volitional conditions—such as
parental influence, biological
constitution, and living
circumstances—remains

significant.

l)iscussion and Conclusion: The

theological and philosophical
implications of the foregoing
analysis give rise to several core
questions:

1. If events occur exactly as
God’s  eternal  knowledge
encompasses, how can human
will and autonomy be preserved
in the face of predetermined
differentiating factors?

2. What is the justification
for not classifying such
algebraic distinctions as forms
of divine oppression?

3. What

wisdom

overarching
underlies these
algebraic distinctions?
Avicenna’s thought provides
the following answers:
A) Correspondence with Divine
Knowledge and Wisdom
Algebraic  distinctions  are

realized according to God’s

eternal knowledge. In divine
wisdom, each person has been
endowed with specific merits
and capacities which others may
lack, and vice versa (Avicenna,
1985: 4). 'This distribution
occurs within the framework of
universal order and divine
purpose.

B) Rejection of the Charge of
Oppression
Although
conditions play a substantial

compulsory

role in determining individual
differences, such distinctions do
not  constitute  oppression
(zulm) in the theological sense.
Oppression  entails  unjust
discrimination, not the natural
differentiation  inherent in
creation. Furthermore, diversity
is a necessary condition for the
establishment, organization,
and maintenance of life
(Avicenna, 1379: 114).

C) The Role of Human Will and
Discretion

Human beings possess an
invaluable faculty—the power
of will and discretion. Through
this faculty, they can redirect the

potential  implications  of
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algebraic distinctions to their
While
alter

advantage. a person

cannot immutable
conditions such as genetics,
family background, or -early

environment, they can exert

significant  influence  over
moral, intellectual, and
behavioral outcomes arising
from these conditions.
Avicenna  presents  various
practical and  intellectual
strategies toward achieving this
transformation (Avicenna,
1379: 3-4).

In essence, the harmony
between algebraic distinctions
wisdom in

and divine

Avicenna’s philosophy lies in

understanding  that  non-
volitional ~ differences  are
purposeful  within  God’s

comprehensive plan, are devoid
of injustice, and coexist with
human agency in shaping one’s
moral and existential destiny.
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