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Abstract: In proving the realization and explaining the mode of

being and nature of time, it is customary to employ motion.
However, in this discourse, an attempt has been made to elucidate
the reality of time based on Mir Damad’s triadic relations. Since
these relations are proposed by their originator within the framework
of mystical literature, the question arises whether it is possible to
utilize these relations in explaining the reality of time within other
intellectual frameworks or not. It was shown by the analytical and
descriptive method that, due to the comprehensive subject of
Theoretical Mysticism over the subjects of other rational systems
and its inclusiveness towards them, this mode of explaining the
reality of time can also be extended to them in accordance with the
principles and realities recognized by those frameworks. Therefore,
the frameworks of Masha’i philosophy and specific gradation were
selected to present how the explanation of the reality of time is
formulated, based on the above perspective in the mystical
framework, and in these two frameworks, allowing for a
comparative analysis of this rational issue among these three
intellectual systems. For this purpose, first, the effective relationships
in establishing the triple ratios were identified. Then these ratios
were referred back to the three credits of observing beings in the
mystical framework, and by showing these credits in the other two
frameworks, and the possibility of establishing a correspondence
between the facts involved in the introduction of time in the mystical
framework with those two frameworks, the desired comparison has
been made.
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Introduction: The

understanding of the nature or
reality of time has always been a
concern for thinkers, and
Islamic philosophers are no
exception to this rule. In a
general sense, most Islamic
philosophy has drawn upon the
analysis of motion to examine
the nature or reality of time. In
this essay, the intention is to
address the reality of time not
only through the lens of motion
but also from the perspective of
the eternal triad: sempiternity,
eternity, and time, as outlined
by Mulla Sadra in his book Al-
Qabasat. Mulla Sadra presents
these relations within the

framework  of  theoretical
mysticism, which is the most
comprehensive intellectual

system in terms of subject
matter. Due to the inclusiveness
of this intellectual system
compared to other intellectual
systems, it paves the way for
extending this perspective in
explaining the reality of time.
Therefore, the example of these
three ratios in the mystical

system can be shown in other
frameworks, in proportion to
their ontological domain, and in
these frameworks, with the help
of that ratio, from a new horizon
to the issue of time.

I\”Iethodology: To achieve this, it

is first demonstrated that
establishing these three ratios in
the theoretical mystical system
reflects  the
dimensions of the triad of

fundamental
reality and their specific
relationship. Based on this, all
variable beings in the created
world and their changes and
stability can also be categorized
into three valid attributes. Each
of these ratios can be considered
valid in one of these attributes.
Furthermore, to demonstrate
the possibility of extending this
framework to two other
comparative systems, efforts are
made to show the existence of
similar attributes in those two
systems as well. Based on a
specific relationship in each of
these systems, the mentioned
ratios are established in one of
the attributes in that system.
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Consequently, during this
process, a novel form of
alignment between all three
intellectual systems in the issue

of the reality of time emerges.

indings: The  conceptual
system of theoretical mysticism,
due to the inclusiveness of its
subject or primary conceptual
origin, which is referred to as
the Absolute Being in an
unconditional ~ sense,  can
encompass the perspectives of
other systems that have a
subject with less inclusiveness.
The theories of other systems in
rational matters are specific
cases or more limited examples
of the theory of this system.
Therefore, it is possible to
demonstrate the three
mentioned relations in the
mystical system in other
systems, corresponding to their
ontological scope.

In a general classification, the
ontological system of mysticism
can be considered to include
three areas in the following
order, which are prior and
posterior to each other: First,

the realm of the unseen or the
divine presence, which itself
includes presences or levels.
Second, the realm of creation,
which includes all entities
realized outside the divine
presence, or the world of
“manifestations.” Finally, the
third area, which acts as an
intermediary and link between
the two previous areas, can be
referred to as “expression.” The
relationship between these three
realms is one of
“manifestation,” meaning the
prior realm is “inner,” and the
posterior realm is “outer”.
Considering that every being in
the realm of manifestations,
especially natural beings, is
separate from the other two
realms and its reality must be
sought in those two realms.
Therefore, in the mystical
thought system, one can
consider every being and its
changes and gradations in three
respects:

First Aspect: The changing
being is considered in terms of
its gradual realization in the
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natural world. This aspect is a
material, empirical, or
conceptual perspective.

Second Aspect: The being is
considered as a manifestation or
aspect of its fixed reality in the
divine realm. In this aspect,
which is not an essential or
empirical viewpoint, one can
explain the principle and reality
of the apparent gradation and
change of beings, in such a way
that a fixed reality in the divine
knowledge realm, when it wants
to manifest in the created world,
which is the place of gradation
and change, necessarily appears
in the form of a being that is
inherently gradual.

Third Aspect: The being is
considered as a manifestation of
the divine names and is, in fact,
one of the divine names.
According to the theory of the
‘marriage of names,” during the
manifestation of divine names
from the presence of divinity to
lower levels, a combination or,
in mystical terms, a ‘marriage’
occurs between the mentioned
names, and ultimately, every
being in the world of witnessing,

through its fixed self, is a
manifestation of a combination
of several of these names. In this
respect, the being itself is also
considered one of the divine
names.

In the mystical system, the
explanation of the truth of time
as a triadic relationship relies on
three fundamental authorities.
Specifically: The first authority
pertains to the explanation of
time (zaman). The second
authority addresses eternity
(dahr). The third authority
clarifies  the concept of
perpetuity (sarmad).

As mentioned, it is possible to
extend the feature of having
three authorities in observing
beings from the mystical system
to two other systems. For this
purpose, a correspondence is

established

meanings

between  the
involved in
explaining the aforementioned
authorities in the mystical
system and concepts in the
other two systems.

Based on what has been stated,
in the Peripatetic system, the

relationship ~ between  two
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variable substantial beings—
time—is the same as the
relationship ~ between  the
changing essence of a being and
its constant concept in the
mind, which is the variable-to-
constant relationship that we
call “qualitative eternity” (dahr-
e mahuwi). However, in the
third authority, the relationship
between the human soul and the
mental form, or the imprinted
identity of each of the objects it
recognizes, can be considered as
a constant-to-constant
relationship, where both are
constant, and this is called
“substantial

(sarmad-e mahuwi).

perpetuity”

In the system of specific
gradation (Tashkik-e-Khassi),
between an absolute essence
that realizes itself through its
own graduated unity of
existence and the particular
essences that belong to it, which
exist as potential beings close to
actuality, a relationship is
established. This relationship is
the same as the relationship
between a constant reality and

variable realities, which can be
called “existential eternity”
(dahr-e wujadi). While the
eternal (dahri) moment shows
the  relationship of the
existential limits of a thing to its
unitary substantial essence, the
temporal moment also shows its
illusory  relationship ~ with
another variable being, which
can be referred to as the
variable-to-variable

relationship. The relationship
between any being and the
highest degree of existence, i.e.,
the Necessary Being, can be
considered as a constant-to-
constant relationship, and this is
called “existential perpetuity”
(sarmad-e wujudi).

l)iscussion and Conclusion: In

this study, a form of alignment
among the three mentioned
cognitive  systems in the
problem of the reality of time
was accepted, which is based on
the difference in the cognitive
inclusiveness of these
intellectual systems with each
other. Similarly, in this paper,
the cognitive inclusiveness of
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the mystical system was
assumed over the other two
systems, and based on that, the
matching criterion was formed.
However, determining the
degree of cognitive
inclusiveness and selecting one
intellectual system as more
comprehensive and another as
more limited is not arbitrary or
without reason. Rather, this
determination of the scope of
recognition of a mental system’s
reality can be done through
analysis and a scientific method,
which the author aims to
present a method for and
further extend this novel
approach to the alignment of
philosophy in other
philosophical ~ issues  and
between other schools. In
conclusion, it may seem that the
result of this research effort is
abstract and impractical at first
encounter; however, it appears
that the extension of the results
of such research could be a way
to find answers to unanswered
questions about the reality of
time, even in the field of modern

physics.
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