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Abstract: "The characterization of external or mental occurrence "isa

famous criterion for dividing rational things into “primary, secondary logical,
and secondary philosophical.” This criterion, in addition to being semantically
ambiguous, implies a two-sided meaning, i.e. relying on “accident-
occurrence™ or "quality-qualified,” while such duality is not hidden in the
concept of “intelligible™ and especially "first intelligibles”. The division of
intelligible things into primary and secondary has another more precedent
criterion, which is the precedence and lateness in rationality. In this criterion,
primary intelligible things refer to essential concepts and external
concomitants, and secondary intelligible things refer to logical concepts and
internal concomitants, but philosophical concepts do not have a clear place in
this classification. Shihab al-Din Suhrawardi placed philosophical concepts
under secondary intelligibles. After him, some others opposed the exclusive
enumeration of philosophical intelligible things, but the thinking of Asalat al-
Mahwiyat ( fundamentality of whatness ) led to placing these intelligible
things in a limbo of external and mental attributes and deviating from the old
criterion. Mulla Sadra considered mental attributes and external concomitants
impossible and proved the externality of philosophical concepts. Of course,
considering the various meanings of "existence," its position in the first and
second rationality differ. Existence in the sense of "truth of existence" is not
secondary rational. However, since externality is associated with existence and
it is not possible to consider the ""general and abstract concept of existence" as
the same as external existence, and this meaning is derived from the nature of
rationality, it is secondary rational. Nevertheless, since this meaning implies
externality, the concurrence of secondary rationality and mentality must be
denied.
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I ntroduction: Human beings have

multiple rational concepts that are
similar in some characteristics but
differ in others. These differences
have caused these concepts to be
classified into three categories:
primary rational concepts,
secondary philosophical concepts,
and secondary logical concepts. To
distinguish between primary and
secondary rational concepts, two
criteria have been proposed: the
first criterion is the priority and
posteriority in reasoning; that is, if
a concept is inferred directly and
without the intervention of
another concept, it is a primary
rational concept. Conversely, if a
concept is inferred with the help of
another concept, it is a secondary
rational concept. This criterion has
a longer historical background and
was not limited to logic and
philosophy, but also existed in the
minds of philosophers from Al-
Farabi and especially Avicennato
the time of Nasir al-Din al-Tusi
and most of his followers.Initially,
the term "secondary rational” only
referred to logical concepts, but
over time, philosophical concepts
were also included under the same
title. The second criterion is the

well-known and common

criterion in the language of later
Muslim philosophers, which is the
division based on the quality of
"accidents and essences," such that
in primary rational concepts,
accidents and essences are
external, and in secondary logical
concepts, accidents and essences
are mental, and in secondary
philosophical concepts, accidents
are mental and essences are
external.In this text, we investigate
which of these two criteria is more
prominent over the other.

\Y Iethodology: Our method in this

article is an analytical approach
library. The aim of this article is,
firstly, to identify the historical
evolution of the criteria for
distinguishing ~ between  the
primary and secondary rational
and, secondly, to select the best

criterion."

Findings:

Avicennadistinguished  between

Al-Farabi and

first intelligible and second
intelligible based on the criteria of
precedence and posteriority in
reasoning. At  first  glance,
precedence in reasoning
corresponds to the externality of
the  first

posteriority in

intelligible, ~ while
reasoning
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corresponds to the mental nature
of the second intelligible. The
purpose of this distinction was to
classify mental concepts. Essential
concepts were placed under the
first intelligible, while logical
concepts were placed under the
second intelligible. However, the
position of philosophical concepts
in this classification was not clear.
Shihab  al-Din
foundation of fundamentality of

Suhrawardi's
whatness  and the rejection of
externality from philosophical
concepts caused these concepts to
be placed under the second
intelligibles and to be aligned with
logical ~ concepts. =~ However,
Gushyji's objections to the rejection
of externality from  some
philosophical concepts caused
people like Dawani, Mirdamad,
and Sabzawari to expand the
second intelligibles in such a way
that they did not conflict with the
externality  of  philosophical
concepts. They claimed that
external determination of
philosophical concepts requires
their proof outside, not their
attribute.

introducing the new term "aroz

Therefore, by

and atsaf," they created a new
criterion for distinguishing and

classifying concepts, meaning that
philosophical concepts are unlike
logical concepts in the mind, but
unlike logical concepts, they are
united with their description
outside and this union and
external determination is such that
the attribute itself does not have a
secondary externality. Mulla Sadra
considered this interpretation of
the externality of philosophical
concepts as a denial of their
externality. He denied the
possibility of the realization of the
attribute and the description in
two containers and thus did not
accept mental attributes and
external determination, and did
not consider this method of
classifying concepts valid,
referring back to the old criteria of
precedence and posteriority in
reasoning. He considers two
meanings, existence in the general
and abstract sense, while having
external determination and being
posterior in reasoning, it is a
second intelligible, but if existence
is in the sense of reality, it is not a
second intelligible.

Discussion and Conclusion: In

this article, in addition to
analyzing  the  reasonable
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historical trend, it became clear
that the new criterion of poetic
meter and rhyme (Arud and
Ittisaf) is not suitable for proper
classification because, firstly,
considering a double meaning
for the rational (maqul) term,
especially the first rational, is
not appropriate. Secondly, "
characterization of external or
mental  occurrence " S
fundamentally impossible to
define. It was also revealed that
the authenticity and existence of
scientific  truth  have a
significant effect on
categorizing  primary and
secondary  rationals. The
existence of scientific truth and
the fact that the criterion for
conformity with science to be
existential, not essential, shows
that what is discovered by
science is a known existence,
and the attributes of existence
become evident through the
discovery of known existence.
The authenticity of existence
indicates that it fills the external
text, and the attributes of
existence are not external to
existence, whether they relate to
the  description of the
boundaries of existence, namely
nature, or whether they are
abstracted from the essence of
existence, namely philosophical

concepts. Existence is perceived
In various aspects. First, it refers
to the reality of existence.
Second, it refers to the
substantial and defined
existences. These two meanings
refer to a particular and distinct
reality and are not incidental
and do not require secondary
reasoning. However, the third
meaning is general and abstract.
Although its reasoning is late
and is a secondary rational, it
has an external realization and,
in other words, external meters
and descriptions. The mental
intuition of philosophers with
the fundamentality of whatness
has caused the remains of the
fundamentality of whatness to
remain even in the philosophy
of the Sadrian school. With the
change  that  transcendent
philosophy has made about the
position of existence in being

and knowledge, the
classification  of  rationals
requires serious

reconsideration. To reconsider
this  classification, it s
necessary  to  thoroughly
examine the criteria of the first
and second rational and
consider the role of the
fundamentality of whatness or
the fundamentality of Existence
in the historical process of this
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term. This article shows that the
primacy of existence, as
explained in the external world,
has not been elucidated in the
realm of the mind. Thus, the
explanation of the primacy of
existence in the realm of the
mind requires further
investigation.
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