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Abstract: The existence of haecceity property in things is one of

the solutions provided to solve the problem of differentiation and the
problem of individuality in things. The belief in the existence of such
a property dates back to Dance Scotts. His thought is often
considered to be influenced by Avicenna. In the present text, first,
some preliminary material such as the difference of opinion on the
equality of Haecceity and individual essence has been stated in order
to clarify the point of view of these believers. Then, Avicenna's view
on this issue is described and after that, Avicenna's influence on
Scotts as the author of the term of Haecceity is discussed. In the end,
Avicenna's thoughts were evaluated based on the opinions of
contemporary believers. The general conclusion is that although
Avicenna had a prominent role in creating the question of
identification and individuality in the mind of the first believer,
Scotts, to Haecceity in the history of philosophyit should be noted
that in contemporary analytical philosophy, Avicenna's opinions are
neither compatible with individual nature nor with haecceitism. As
a result, not only Avicenna cannot be considered as a believer in
haecceitism, but also it seems that he can be considered to believe in
anti-haecceitism .
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Introduction: The problem of

differentiation is rooted in the first
philosophical ~ questions of
mankind. When the question of
differentiation is raised about two
objects belonging to two categories
far from each other; This issue
doesn’t seem very obvious. For
example, if we question the
distinction between "I" and "this
computer” that I am writing with
now; the distinction is so clear that
it is not a problem. But if we
choose these objects from
categories that are close to each
other and with the same qualitative
characteristics, then the problem
of differentiation emerges. So far,
many solutions have been
proposed to solve the
differentiation ~ problem. In
analytical philosophy, haecceitism
is proposed as a philosophical
school that considers its most basic
task to be the justification of the
haecceity of things.

Haecceity is actually the property
of "being the same with a certain
thing". For example, Socrates as a
special object has the characteristic
of haecceity, or the characteristic
of "being identical with Socrates"
or "being Socrates". Opposing and
denying the existence of such a

feature in objects is called Anti-
haeccetism .

The idea of individuality and
distinction has also been discussed
among Muslim philosophers.
Muslim philosophers provided
solutions  for this problem
according to their philosophical
system. Ibn Sina is one of the
Muslim philosophers who paid
special attention to the issue of
individuality. Avicenna's thoughts
have been effective on medieval
philosophers.  Among  these
thinkers,  Scotts ~was more
influenced by Avicenna's opinions
than others. Perhaps due to the
same influence of Avicenna on
Scotts, some people think that
Avicenna was also a haeccetist. In
this paper, after describing Ibn
Sina's views on individuality, his
influence on Scotts, the creator of
the term "hacceity”, is discussed,
and then by studying the views of
some prominent contemporary
haecceitists, it is concluded that
Ibn Sina does not seem to be a
haecceitist, at least in some aspects.

l\/lethodology: In this paper, in
addition to referring to the first-
hand sources in the field of Ibn
Sina 's views, we also referred to
the books and articles of some
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contemporary essentialists and
Haecceitists, and after examining
their view, Ibn Sina 's opinions
based on the theory of Haecceitism
are evalusted.

Findings: In this paper at least two

results become clear to us;

First: individual essence is not the
same as Haeccity. Haeccitists and
essentialists, who did not pay
attention to the technical and
precise meaning of Haeccity,
consider these two as the same one.
Even If we understand
essentialism in the sense that
things have individual essences,
then Ibn Sina cannot be
considered an essentialist sincehe
knows the individuality and the
reason for the differentiation of
entity in their accidental property,
and not in their essence property.
Second: even if we consider the
individual essence and Haecceity
to be the same one, he cannot be
considered a haecceitist. Because
his view about individuality
contradicts with contemporary
haecceitist.

Discussion and Conclusion:

Through assessment of
contemporary Haecceitism, we

get to the conclusion that Ibn
Sina’s opinions do not match
with Haecceitism. In this paper,
Mackay's argument is examined
to prove Haecceitism. In this
argument, Mackay clearly
argues against the claim that the
cause of individuality is
accidental property, and since
Ibn  Sina  considers the
accidental property as the cause
of differentiation and
individuality of things, he
should be considered opposed
to this argument. In effect
although Ibn Sina has been
effective on Scotus's thought,
regarding the contemporary
haecceitism, he cannot be
considered a haeccitist.
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