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Abstract: Mulla Sadra experienced three philosophical journeys: the

originality of nature, the originality of existence of gradational oneness,
and the originality of existence of personal oneness. In this article, we
analyze the evolutions that have occurred in several important issues of
science, which include: “Separation or non-separation between mental
existence and science,” “issues and problems of mental existence,” “the
relationship between the soul and its faculties,” “the erect stance of forms
in relation to the soul,” and “differences in the stages of known-by-
essence and known-by-other.” According to the first journey, there is no
obvious difference between mental existence and science; but according
to the second journey, there is a difference between them and they are
not the same. The requirement for this is that, unlike mental existence,
science is an affair related to the soul, and it is not analogical. The type
of answer to the problems that are raised regarding mental existence
differs significantly across the three journeys. In the first journey, these
issues are addressed by differentiating between primary and essential
predication and common technical predication; according to the second
journey, they are addressed by considerations of reality and subtlety; and
according to the third journey, by the notions of outwardness and
epiphanic form. According to the first journey, instead of referring to
faculties, one may speak of stages; according to the last journey, the term
manifestation can be applied. Furthermore, the conceptual structure of
the known (known-by-essence, known-by-other, and known-by-other-
by-other) has undergone fundamental evolutions across the three
journeys, which are analyzed in this article.
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Introduction: It is evident that
Mulla Sadra traversed three
philosophical

Mulla  Sadra’s
significant

journeys. In
philosophy,
evolutions  have
taken  place in most
philosophical issues, including
the issue of science, in the
progression from the originality
of nature to the originality of
existence ~ of  gradational
oneness, and from the
originality —of existence of
gradational oneness to the
originality —of existence of
personal oneness.
In the issue of science, in terms
of its  position  within
philosophical discourse,
according to the originality of
nature, the discussion of
science, perception, and mental
existence constitutes a
secondary topic and has not
been assigned independent
status; the related issues are
often addressed in the tabi Tyat
(natural philosophy) section.
However, in the second journey,

the issue of science occupies a

distinct section within the
topics of Divine Wisdom.

In this article, other important
issues related to the science
discourse are investigated, such
as the relationship between
science and mental existence,
whether science is analogical or
psychological, the problems of
mental existence, the difference
between various predications
and their relation to mental
existence, the connection
between the soul and its
faculties with science and
perception, and the distinctions
between known-by-essence and
known-by-other.

NIethodology: In this article, we

employ the analytical-
argumentative method along
with library-based research,
which is standard in theoretical

investigations.

Findings: According to the

requirements of the first
journey, there has been little
distinction between mental
existence and science, which has
allowed issues and principles to
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flow from one to the other and,
consequently, has given rise to
complexities in addressing the
problems of mental existence.
In this case, most problems
concerning mental existence are
resolved through the distinction
between primary and essential
predication and common
technical predication.

In the second journey, unlike
the first journey, a distinction is
made between mental existence
and science. As a result, the
problems concerning mental
existence and science are
separated, avoiding confusion
between issues. The implication
of this distinction is that, unlike
mental existence, science is
psychological in nature and not
analogical. In this journey,
instead of interpreting the
operations of the soul through
the traditional concept of
faculties, the interpretation in
terms of stages is adopted,

which has
philosophical

important
implications.
Science is defined here as the
mental form of things.

According to the third journey,
it becomes necessary to speak
about outwardness and
manifestation instead of the
predicational distinctions used
in the previous two journeys. It
must also be acknowledged that,
just as existence is an affair of
the Almighty God, the faculties
and stages of the soul are
likewise affairs intrinsic to the
soul.

Discussion and Conclusion: In

the first journey, mental
existence is understood as
acquiring the forms of objects in

the mind. This viewpoint has its

own philosophical
requirements, while the
existential viewpoint

introduced in later journeys has
distinct requirements.
Philosophers in the first journey
did not draw a marked
distinction between mental
existence and science due to
differences in  underlying
principles, and science was
considered equivalent to mental
existence—a view arising from

the confrontation with and
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comparison to the external
known.
Here, mental existence is
understood as a comparative
kind of existence, and from this
comparison  emerges  the

famous  division  between
mental existence and external
existence. At the same time,
according to the first journey,
Mulla Sadra presents mental
existence in relation to external
existence. In  this early
viewpoint, mental existence—
though the term expression of
the self may be applied to it—is
portrayed as the shadow of
external existence. In contrast,
in Mulla Sadra’s final viewpoint,
according to the fundamental
principles of the third journey,
mental existence is regarded as
the shadow of science rather
than the shadow of external

existence.
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