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Abstract: With the theory of "evolution of species", Darwin has in

mind the explanation of the mechanism of emergence in all kinds of
organisms. As a biologist, he did not seek philosophical conclusions
from evolution, but his view later became the basis for the atheistic
interpretation of creation by some such as Richard Dawkins. The
present research, while summarizing Dawkins' ideas, examines the
foundations and intellectual structures governing his set of views
with logical measures, and critically analyzes his previous ideas in
theological topics. Dawkins' materialistic attitude in the process of
cumulative evolution is based on a series of logical and philosophical
errors; From the explanation of how the natural order is formed, he
expects to explain its why and cause, and it is clear that such an
imposition will not go anywhere logically. In general, the lack of
systematic and strong logical thinking is observed throughout
Dawkins' arguments. Also, due to the influence of empiricism and
philosophy based on the originality of matter, he harbors wrong
ideas in theology such as "the composition of God from parts, and
the materialism of God", which is one of the important causes of his
atheistic views.

Cite this article: Norouzi, A. Mirdamadi, M (2026). A Logical and Methodological Critical
Analysis of the “Ideas” and “Intellectual Structure” Governing Richard Dawkins’ Foundations of

Atheism,

Philosophical

Meditations, 15(36), 505-509.

https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2024.2022747.2502

© The Author(s).

https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2024.2022747.2502

Publisher: University of Zanjan.

Homepage: phm.znu.ac.ir



mailto:Alihasso1989@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2024.2022747.2502
https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2024.2022747.2502
http://phm.znu.ac.ir/

Philosophical Meditations, Vol. 15, Issue 36, 2026, pp. 505-509........ccccoeiiiiiiniiinn. 506

Introduction: The theory of the

evolution of Charles Darwin’s
species is considered one of the
most frequent contemporary
views, which has become an
ideological base for materialists
and has created challenges in
various epistemological issues,
such as the origin of existence,
the doctrine of creation, the
natural and moral truth of man,
and others. Richard Dawkins is
one of the contemporary
empiricist atheists who, based
on the theory of evolution, is
thinking of rejecting the divine
and monotheistic view of
existence. The central issue of
this essay is the critical analysis
of Dawkins’ intellectual and
logical foundations, which led
to his presentation of atheistic
theories.

Methodology: The  present

research, with the method of
conceptual, propositional and
systemic analysis, and while
summarizing Dawkins’ ideas
and intellectual geometry that
can be understood through his

works, investigated the
foundations and intellectual
structures governing his set of
views  with  logical and
methodological criteria, his
previous ideas in the topics he
revises and critically analyzes in
theology — which is actually the
root of his atheistic views. Also,
this article aims to evaluate the
performance of Dawkins in
terms of the science of logic and
the degree of compliance with
logical standards in  his
arguments and argumentation.

Findings: In general, the lack of

systematic and strong logical
and philosophical thinking is
observed throughout Dawkins’
arguments. Also, due to his
empiricism and philosophy
based on the originality of
matter, he has wrong ideas in
“God’s
composition of parts and God’s

theology such as

materialism”, which is one of
the important causes of his
atheistic views. The analysis of
Dawkins’ scientific
performance  shows  that

Dawkins’ wrong idea of God
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caused him to order and impose
completely wrong philosophical
results on  his illogical
arguments. Studying Dawkins’
works shows that he does not
have a correct understanding of
many philosophical topics and
concepts. Along with a
humanistic attitude towards
God, he thinks that what has
appeared in the human mind
with the name of God is a God
composed of various and
complex components whose
function is to fill the cracks of
human ignorance; while divine
thinkers and philosophers have
stated that God Almighty is not
composed of parts but is simple
and infinite. God is free from
matter and its complications
and is immaterial, and He is the
Creator of the world of matter
with all its features and systems.
In short, the shortcomings of
Richard Dawkins’ logical and
philosophical principles have
caused that the most obvious
intellectual ~ principles  are
sometimes not observed in his
arguments. The idea of the

sufficiency of empirical science
for philosophical theorizing, as
well as Dawkins’ previous
conceptions and perceptions of
God, abstracts and others, and
wrong approaches in theology
such as the theology of the gap,
have caused basic errors in his
thought. Analyzing Dawkins’
atheistic views, we find his
denial not the reason but a
result, and we observe the
influence of wrong ideas such as
“exclusion of cognition in
experience”, “not correct
perception of abstracts”, and
“materialism or
anthropomorphism of God.”

Also, the examination of
Dawkins’ works clearly shows
that he deliberately or due to
lack of knowledge and expertise
induces his beliefs to his
audience along with many
logical  fallacies. =~ Various
fallacies such as “confiscation of
the desired”, “fallacy of sharing
words”, “confusion between
how and why”, “fallacy of
Pahlan Panbeh”, “thinking that
there is an obstacle between
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evolution and belief in God”,
“using analogy with al-farq” and
“humiliation, ridicule and
labeling opponents” can be seen
in many cases of his writings
and works; so that it seems that
he is not familiar with the
elementary literature of logic
and philosophy, and in fact
Dawkins has criticized his own
belief in God, not the real God
and Subhan, that is, “Allah”.
Therefore, it 1is better to
interpret the idea of God with
which he named his book,
instead of interpreting the idea
of Dawkins.

Discussion and Conclusion:

Entering and theorizing in
theological issues is not
achieved by merely specializing
in experimental sciences, but
requires a deep and practical
familiarity with logical and
philosophical sciences, as well
as correcting previous wrong
ideas and finally putting aside
misplaced prejudice and wrong
culture.
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2. Exclusive simplicity
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