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Abstract: The mimetic form has existed in Islamic philosophy for

a long time <and Muslim philosophers such as Al-Farabi and Ibn
Sina «<when examining the power of imagination <vision <revelation ¢
and the alam-al-mithal <have reached its example <but its cognitive
nature has not been taken seriously by them. We find examples of
The mimetic form in both science and art <especially poetry that is
based on The mimetic form. The existence of the mimetic form in
science is very efficient and has made an impact in the advancement
of knowledge. Through mimetic forms «poets and artists have been
carriers of knowledge. This article aims to examine the nature of
mimetic form and determine its characteristics. Discovering the
nature of mimetic form and its effectiveness in advancing
knowledge will clarify the importance of art in this realm. The
research method of this article is analysis and explanation. And the
result is that mimetic form is another type of cognition «which is
efficient in many fields «including science ¢«in addition to image
correspondence.
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I ntroduction: The methodology

of  Muslim  philosophers
requires them to consider the
forms that correspond to reality
as valid. According to their
methodology, there is no other
assumption for knowledge.
From their point of view, the
forms that exist in the mind are
called science, recognition, and
knowledge if they correspond to
reality. Otherwise, they
interpret them as ignorance. It is
on this basis that they choose
fundamentalism. But in their
own words, there is another
type of recognition whose
evaluation criterion is not
correspondence. This
recognition has its own
characteristics and  creates
distinctive effects. This type of
knowledge is raised in the
margins of Islamic philosophy
and it is not paid much
attention by Muslim
philosophers, although it has
always been present in this
philosophy and has been
effective. In this essay, I intend

to examine this cognition for

the first time, which I call its
agent the Representative Form
and its result Representative
Cognition. I am going to define
it and explain its characteristics
and its role in science.

N’Iethodology: The methodology

of this essay is analysis and
proof. First, the opinions of
Muslim  philosophers  are
collected. Then these views are
analyzed. In the analysis of these
views, evidences are obtained
that they knew the
representative ~ form  and,
incidentally, they have also
expressed its characteristics and
used them in science.

Findings: A representative form

is a form that is created by the
imagination (mutakhayyilah).
These forms are not abstract,
but they are constructed and
result from the imagination’s
activity on the forms in the
treasury of fancy (khayal).
Farabi and Ibn Sina state that
imagination has the ability to
decompose and combine the
forms and meanings (al ma‘ani)
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in the treasury of fancy and
memory (dhakirah) and create
new forms. These forms do not
provide reality itself but
indirectly point to reality in
such a way that the knowing
subject gets closer to it. They do
not have a counterpart outside
the mind. Their purpose is not
to correspond with reality, but
the purpose of making them is
to get closer to reality and to
shed light on reality in such a
way that reality emerges from
the veil of ambiguity. This type
of  cognition reveals a
phenomenon of the truth. So,
the representative form is the
opposite of the corresponding
form, and based on this
contrast, the acquired
knowledge is divided into two
types: the corresponding form
and the representative form.

In order to consider the
representative form as valid, it is
necessary to match the reality.
The representative form has two
modes: 1) parallel to this form,
there is also a corresponding

form. In this case, it is known to
be effective if it is found to be
compatible with reality through
the corresponding form. 2)
parallel to this form, there is no
corresponding  form.  For
example, the image that
physicists present of the atom.
These types of forms are only
presented as a hypothesis. Of
course, they are effective until
another superior representative
form is  presented  in
comparison to it.

All literary forms, including
metaphors, similes, irony and
models,  tables, diagrams,
formulas of logic, mathematics,
physics, and chemistry, are a
type of representative form. The
place of application of these
forms is science. Also, many of
the forms in religion, mysticism,
the general human sphere,
politics, and culture are among
representative ~ forms.  The
representative forms make it
possible to expand the domain
of science to topics that cannot
be reached by experience. Fields
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such as religion and mysticism
employ a wide range of
representative  forms.  The
reason for that is the non
experiential nature of such
ranges. In other words, the
representative  forms  allow
religious people and mystics to
visualize undiscovered truths
through the comparison of the
invisible with the sensible and
make it understandable for the
audience. In general, wherever
experience cannot discover the
truth, the human intellect
makes it recognizable for itself
through representative forms.

The history of the
representative form goes back to
the earliest periods of the
formation of Islamic
philosophy. The influential
presence of the representative
form in human cognition is
noticeable in Farabi’s
epistemology. In order to
discover the ways of happiness,
the imagination shows many
types of ways by analyzing and
combining tangible forms.
(2002, 109) Imagination creates
forms that simulate sensations,

the nutritive faculty, the
appetitive faculty, and even
moods. (2002, 108) Imagination
can even display general
concepts. (Ibid., 109) For
example, it creates and imitates
perfect concepts such as angels
through beautiful forms and
imperfect concepts through
ugly forms. Al Farabi designed
the Medina in five classes and
allocated the first class to
philosophers. In the second
place are “Zhuw al Sina,” that is,
those who possess language.
(1405, 65) This name includes
orators, rhetoricians, poets,
musicians, writers, and the like.
“Yhuw  al  Sina”  create
representative forms. Because of
this ability, they assume the role
of the philosopher and, by
giving a tangible form to
rational notions, they inform
society about what the
philosopher has in mind.

Ibn Sina also informs us about
this cognition. According to
him, some people have a strong
imagination. They have a state
in wakefulness that others have
in sleep. They receive occult
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matters in the same form or in
the form of examples. (1404,
154) Also, he talks about
thoughts that are achieved
instantly for humans. (1404,
155) Imagination receives these
thoughts. They may be such as
wisdom, warnings, poetry, and
other things based on talents,
habits, and moods.

In Suhrawardi’s philosophy,
representative forms appear as
manifestations of the Imaginal
World. The origin of these
images is in the mithal al
munfasil, and they become
visible to us through mirror
images. The mirror surfaces as
well as our imagination are the
places where the truths of the
Imaginal ~ World  appear.
(Shahrouzi, 1380, 571) Of
course, we can find the same
point of view, with some
changes, in the works of Sadr al
Din Shirazi.

Discussion and Concdlusion:

Representative  forms  have
several features. Some of these
features are limited to poetry,

and some of them are features of
any type of representative form:
1. They are realistic.

2. Defined as correct or
incorrect, not true or false.

3. They are all partial.

4. They are relative and
changeable.
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