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1\ bstract: The teleological argument is one of the most famous arguments for

the existence of God. This argument aims to establish the existence of an
intelligent and purposeful creator through eliminating the possibility of
accidental emergence of the astonishingly designed universe in which we live.
Dawkins, among others, maintains that Darwin’s theory of evolution
invalidates the teleological argument. Dawkins believes that the impossibility
of the emergence of the designed universe through blind chance would not
logically lead to the existence of an intelligent and intentional creator, since the
formation of the universe can also be explained by non-intentional processes.
Several positions have been taken regarding Dawkins’ contention. Some
theologians, while accepting the evolutionary theory, have tried to respond to
this challenge by presenting a new version of the argument from design which,
intheir view, is immune to the challenge posed by the theory. This article aims
to elaborate on some of the most important formulations of the design
argument which are, according to this group of theologians, valid even if
Darwin’s evolutionary theory is embraced. Accordingly, the key question here
is whether Darwin’s theory of evolution invalidates all versions of the design
argument or whether there exist form(s) of this argument that remain
unharmed by evolutionary theory. If the answer is yes, then, what are those
forms? To answer these questions, we first give a careful account of Dawkins’
challenge. Then, we address some ways in which the challenge has been
addressed. Finally, it will be shown that even if the theory of evolution is
deemed to be true, it is possible to present some versions of the design
argument that avoid Dawkins challenge.
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ntroduction: The teleological

argument is one of the most
important and  prevalent
arguments for the existence of
God. This argument was almost
universally accepted in the past.
However, with the progress of
the empirical sciences in various
fields, including biology, it
became subject to some serious
disputes. One of the well-known
objections to the argument from
design is the one raised by
Richard Dawkins. He believes
that the order and harmony in
the universe, while not the result
of chance or luck, cannot be
attributed to an intelligent
designer. Rather, the order in
the universe can be fully
accounted for by the theory of
natural selection, in such a way
that there is no need to posit an
external, supernatural, and
intelligent designer (Dawkins.
n.d. p96-97). He maintains that
evolutionary theory sufficiently
explains how living things
evolve through natural chains of
cause and effect and therefore

eliminates the need for a
supernatural mind.

Some thinkers agree with
Dawkins and, accordingly,
abandon the Argument from
Design. Others are critical of
Dawkins’ view. These critics are
themselves divided into two
groups: the first group argues
against the theory of evolution
by pointing to perceived
inefficiencies in the theory. The
second group accepts the
theory, yet, in an attempt to
avoid  Dawkins’  objection,
attempts to present a new
version of the argument from
design which they believe to be
valid even given the theory of
evolution. Some of them try to
show instances of order in the
universe that cannot be
explained without recourse to a
purposeful and intelligent
creator to refute the universal
veracity and
comprehensiveness  of  the
theory of natural selection.
Others seek to present a new
version of the argument from
design by arguing that assuming

an intelligent and purposeful
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creator provides the best
explanation for the existing
order.

Methodology: This research is

library-based. In this article, we
first give an account of the
challenge Dawkins poses to the
design argument. Then, we
examine some of the most
important formulations of the
design argument that are
believed to be cogent even
assuming the veracity of the
theory of evolution. In this way,
it will be shown that there are
versions of the teleological
argument that are immune to
the evolution challenge raised
by Dawkins and other like-
minded thinkers.

Findings: Theists who have

accepted the theory of evolution
have taken two paths in
response to Dawkins’
objections. Some believe that
there are complex instances of
order in  nature  whose
emergence cannot possibly be
explained by the theory of

evolution and build their

version of the design argument
on these instances of order. The
Intelligent Design Theory uses
this tactic. Others, such as
Richard
recourse to the overall, rather

Swinburne, take

than local, order of nature,
proposing a new formulation of
the design argument.
Swinburne distinguishes two
different types of order in
nature, temporal and spatial. He
builds his version of the
teleological argument on the
temporal order rather than the

spatial one.

Discussion and Conclusion:

Proponents of the argument
from design assert that the
motion of planets in the solar
system and the intricate,
interdependent  structure of
living organisms cannot be
attributed to chance or random
events. They argue that these
phenomena point to the
existence of a purposeful,
intelligent designer who created
and ordered the universe.

Dawkins, however, contends
that the theory of evolution by
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natural selection negates the
existence of such a creator.
While acknowledging that the
order and harmony in the
universe cannot be solely
attributed to chance, he rejects
the notion of an intelligent

designer who planned
everything in advance.
According to  Darwinian

evolution, organisms have
gradually evolved from simple,
primitive elements through a
series of incremental changes.
These initial elements were
simple enough to have arisen by
chance. Moreover, each
evolutionary change within a
species, compared to the
previous stage, is relatively
minor and could be attributed
to chance. However, when
comparing the complexity of
the final product to its starting
point, it seems implausible that
such a complex entity could
have  arisen  from  the
accumulation of  gradual,
random changes.

Dawkins’ challenge can be
addressed through both the

Intelligent Design Theory and a

Swinburnian reformulation of
the design argument. The
Intelligent  Design ~ Theory
argues that there exist complex,
irreducible, and specific systems
in the universe that the theory of
evolution cannot adequately
explain. They believe that there
are intricate structures
composed of multiple parts,
where the removal of any one
part would render the entire
system non-functional. The
function of such systems
depends on the interaction of all
its components. Therefore, the
evolutionary view of these
systems, which suggests that
they had simpler, less functional
predecessors that evolved into
their current complex state, is
fundamentally flawed. Richard
Swinburne, on the other hand,
takes recourse to the overall,
rather than local, order of
nature, proposing a new
formulation of the design
Swinburne

different

types of order in nature,

argument.
distinguishes  two

temporal and spatial. He builds
his version of the teleological
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argument on the temporal order
rather than the spatial one.
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