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distinction between these two realms and asserts that mental states are identical
to brain states. The multiple realizability of mental states is one of the criticisms
raised by Hilary Putnam against the identity of mental and brain states. He
formulates this objection to demonstrate that mind-brain identity is impossible
because mental states can be realized in multiple ways. Proponents of mind-brain
identity have attempted to respond to this criticism through various approaches;
however, Saul Kripke’s arguments, which establish the necessity of identity and
articulate the concept of rigid designators, have been interpreted as reinforcing
the continuing relevance of the objection of multiple realizability. Furthermore,
it will be argued that the distinction between causal and numerical relations, as
discussed in Islamic philosophy, can be considered another indicator of the
weaknesses inherent in this perspective. Additionally, the philosophical zombie
thought experiment proposed by David Chalmers can offer a further critique of
mind-brain identity through the lens of semantic dualism. Chalmers’ challenge
to physicalism-which underpins mind-brain identity-suggests that phenomenal
consciousness cannot be reduced to a physical entity. It will also be argued that
the principles on which advocates of identity rely, such as the Principle of
Parsimony or the principle of causal closure of the physical domain, do not
provide a sufficient basis for substantiating their claims. This article, organized
with an analytical, deductive, and historical approach, aims to describe, analyze,
and evaluate the mind-brain identity perspective through its most significant
critiques using descriptive and analytical methods.
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Introduction: The theory of

mind-brain identity is one of
the prevalent theories in
contemporary philosophy of
mind, which has consistently
attracted significant attention.
In this research, we aim to
explain the theory and its
variations, and subsequently
present, categorize, and analyze
the critiques of the theory that
have emerged within both

analytical and Islamic
philosophical traditions.
Methodology: The  present

article is based on analytical and
deductive methodologies.
Efforts have been made to
consult the primary and original
works relevant to the subject
matter, and after collecting the
necessary information, the
contents have been classified,
analyzed, and critiqued. The
goal of this process is to conduct
a comprehensive, well-
documented examination of the
topic, thereby contributing to a
clearer and deeper
understanding of it.

Findings: The theory of mind-

brain identity faces several
notable objections, which are
discussed in the course of this
article. One of the most
significant is the problem of
multiple realizability, to which
its proponents have attempted
to respond. Their strategies
include shifting from type
identity to token identity or
framing identity as a contingent
possibility. However, following
Kripke’s argument for the
necessity of identity, the
multiple realizability objection
reasserts itself. This is because,
given the capacity of mental
states to be realized in multiple
ways, mind-brain identity is not
tenable; the most critical
requirement for identity is
necessity, a requirement that the
mind-brain identity theory fails
to meet. Philosophical zombies,
as introduced by David
Chalmers, together with
semantic dualism, also
challenge the physicalist claim
that “everything is physical.”
Consciousness is proposed as a
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non-physical phenomenon, and
the fact that one can coherently
conceive of a being physically
identical to a human yet without
mental states demonstrates that
the mind and brain cannot be
Additionally, the
reliance on principles such as

identical.

causal closure of the physical
domain or the Principle of
Parsimony encounters major
difficulties. These foundational
assumptions do not succeed in
securing the truth of the mind-
brain identity thesis.

D iscussion and Conclusion: The

mind-brain identity theory
holds that mental states are
identical to brain states.
However, the problem of
multiple realizability stands as
one of its most significant
challenges. Proponents have
attempted to circumvent this
objection  through  token
identity or contingency, but
Kripke’s necessity argument has
reintroduced multiple
realizability as an unresolved
problem because the theory

lacks the essential condition of

necessary identity.

Furthermore, Chalmers’
philosophical zombie argument
and his semantic dualism
critique  demonstrate  that
consciousness ~ cannot  be
reduced to something purely
physical. The possibility of a
physically human-like being
devoid of mental states reveals
the inadequacy of mind-brain
identity. Reliance on theoretical
principles such as the causal
closure of the universe or the
Principle of Parsimony fails to
provide adequate justification
for the theory, as both are
subject to serious philosophical
challenges. Consequently, the
mind-brain identity perspective
remains vulnerable to
substantial objections from
both analytical and Islamic

philosophical standpoints.
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