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Abstract: The term “moral sense” was first used by eighteenth-

century British moral philosophers, and what they meant by this term
is that a person can recognize right and wrong actions in a situation
through an innate ability. This theory was proposed for the first time
by Anthony Ashley Cooper (third Earl of Shaftesbury) in his major
work entitled Characteristics of Men, Manners, Opinions, Times.
Then, Francis Hutcheson revived it in his book entitled An Inquiry into
the Original of Our Ideas of Beauty and Virtue, and David Hume
expanded it with some modifications. The common feature of all those
who speak of the moral sense is that they consider moral knowledge
to be related to a faculty called “moral sense,” which is separate and
distinct from other sources of human knowledge such as reason (for
Kant), intuition (for George Moore), religion (for the Ash‘arites and
all those who believe in religious propriety and impropriety), as well
as the famous and conventional senses that we are familiar with, and
through that the necessary data is provided for experimental sciences.
Shaftesbury, Hutcheson, and Hume are the defenders of this view, but
even though there is a significant connection between the claims of
these three philosophers, there is an important difference between their
views. This study has tried to describe the classical views about moral
sense, criticize them, and explain the difference between them.
Keywords: Epistemology of ethics, moral sense, virtue, moral
approval, moral intuition.
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Introduction: The term “moral

sense” was first introduced by
eighteenth-century British
moral philosophers, who used it
to describe a natural faculty in
humans that enables the
recognition of right and wrong
in specific situations. In moral
philosophy, understanding the
foundation of our moral
knowledge is crucial, and the
concept of a moral sense is a
significant theory in this area.
This theory was initially
proposed by the Third Earl of
Shaftesbury and later developed
by Francis Hutcheson.
Hutcheson argued that “moral
distinctions” do not arise from
reason but from a moral sense.
David Hume

expanded on this idea with

subsequently

modifications, rejecting the
rationalist view that humans
perceive moral values and
distinguish right from wrong
solely through reason. This
paper aims to explain, critique,
and evaluate these perspectives.

i\’Iethodology: The method of

discussion is  descriptive-
analytical. Initially, we will
explain and analyze the
perspectives of these three
philosophers based on their
writings and highlight the
differences  among  them.
Subsequently,  through an
analytical approach (which at
times involves reference to our
own perceptions and feelings),
we will identify the strengths

and weaknesses of these views.

Findings: Shaftesbury’s idea

that secondary reflection can
evoke a new kind of sentiment
linked to previous experiences
resembles the concept of
“secondary intelligibles” in
Islamic philosophy: a primary
intelligible enters the mind first,
but reason has the capacity to
generate secondary intelligibles
through reflection on these

.primary concepts
If we regard moral sense as
similar to sensory perception,
how can we account for the
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considerable  differences of
?opinion in moral judgments
With aging and the decline of
sensory faculties, our sensory
perceptions (such as color and
sound recognition) weaken.
Does this principle apply to
?moral understanding as well
Even if we accept a moral sense
independent of traditional
senses, it does not necessarily
follow that morality relies
entirely on such a sense. Reason
and its intervention are essential
when determining whether a
behavior possesses qualities like
.goodness or badness
Concerning the idea that
“rational distinctions cannot
influence the will,” we will set
aside doubts about its premises
for now and accept that reason
alone may not affect moral
distinctions. However, this
argument does not imply that
reason is ineffective in the
domain of action, including

morality. Reason might
generate new emotions,
influencing actions and

decisions  through  these
emotions.
iscussion and Conclusion:

Shaftesbury, Hutcheson, and
Hume used the term “moral
sense” to describe a human
capacity that enables the
distinction between right and
wrong in specific situations. As
noted, Shaftesbury believed that
humans are motivated only by
emotions, though he considered
reason necessary to ensure the
proper application of emotions.
For Hutcheson, the moral sense
is independent of individuals’
will and interests, prompting
action through the pleasure or
pain it  generates; moral
judgments are not right or
wrong but are emotional
responses to objective moral
situations. This notion was
further developed by Hume,
denied  the

involvement of reason in

who also

morality, linking actions and
omissions to feelings, as
discussed in the article. While
the “moral sense” theory offered
a potentially reliable foundation
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for morality, critiques of this
theory have questioned its value
as a dependable moral source.
Nonetheless, this theory paved
further
examination, such as the theory

the way for

of emotivism.
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