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Abstract: Philosophers have extensively examined this issue.

Mulla Sadra has used these terms in the Theory of Self-Revelation
of the Soul, which is his final interpretation of the problem of
cognition and consciousness. The equivalent of these terms in Jung’s
psychology can be considered the conscious and unconscious mind.
Although Jung’s and Mulla Sadra’s theories have been proposed in
two different fields, they can illuminate one another in some cases.
Among their common features are the concepts used in these
theories and their explanations of the order of emergence and
consciousness. Among the differences between them are the
material or abstract nature of knowledge, the explanation of the
unconscious order in Jung’s theory, and the explanation of the order
of hiddenness and the undifferentiated mode in Mulla Sadra’s
theory. These differences arise from the foundations of each thinker.
For example, Jung seeks to explain the theory of the unconscious
based on empirical science, whereas Mulla Sadra explains his theory
from a philosophical and rational perspective.
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ntroduction: The issue of

consciousness and awareness
has been of interest throughout
the history of human thought.
However, the factor of the
“unconscious” has not received
comparable attention.
Nevertheless, the influence of
the unconscious can be traced
back to the works and ideas of
Plato. More recent ideas on this
topic emerged after the
seventeenth century, following
Descartes’ formulation of his
theory. Fechner’s suggestion
that the mind could be
compared to a piece of ice
floating in the sea, most of
which is hidden underwater and
subject to the influence of
invisible ~ forces, had a
considerable impact on Freud’s

.thinking
Freud considered the concept of
the unconscious to be an
individual phenomenon. Jung
borrowed this concept from
Freud and modified and
expanded it in accordance with
his philosophical and mystical

theories. In addition to

emphasizing the unconscious
and its role in an individual’s
life, he also believed in the
existence of another layer in the
human unconscious, which he

called the
unconscious. He believed that

collective

this layer served as a repository
for very distant memories and
for all the concepts and
information that animals at
lower evolutionary levels and,
subsequently, humans of past
eras had acquired, recorded,
and preserved in the deepest
.part of their unconscious

In his theory, Jung was
influenced by  Hermetic
wisdom, Gnosticism, Plato’s
philosophy of illumination, the
Neoplatonists, especially
Plotinus, and the religious,
mystical, and philosophical
traditions of India and
.Zoroastrian wisdom
Unfortunately,  Jung  was
unaware of the existence of
Mulla  Sadra’s
although similar concepts can
be found in it. Therefore, this
article attempts to examine and

philosophy,

compare the evidence
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supporting these two views,
namely, those of Mulla Sadra
and Jung.

Methodology: Based on the

descriptive-analytical method,
the relevant topics were first
identified in the works of Mulla
Sadra and Jung. After being
organized and analyzed, they
were used to develop the
argument and draw
conclusions.

Findings: Both theories address

the evolution and development
of the soul, although from
different
examine the concept of internal

perspectives, and

human development. Mulla
Sadra’s  theory of  Self-
Revelation of the Soul is rooted
in Islamic philosophy and
emphasizes the concept of
spiritual and moral perfection.
Jung’s theory, however, is more
closely related to analytical
psychology and examines the
mental and  unconscious

.structures of human beings
According to the theory of Self-

Revelation of the Soul, the flow

of human perfections
throughout life is not an
acquired process but rather the
emergence of the soul’s pre-
existing assets and their
development from the
undifferentiated mode to the
differentiated mode. In other
words, the path of human life is
not one of attaining perfection
but one of revealing perfection
in the human being. In Jung’s
theory of the

consciousness

collective
unconscious,
also emanates from within the
unconscious. In other words, in
this theory, particularly in the
realm of archetypes, the flow of
human perfections is not
acquired but rather represents
the emergence of pre-existing

Jhuman capacities
From Jung’s perspective, sleep
can be a way to access
unconscious concepts. In Mulla
Sadra’s philosophy and
mysticism, sleep is also a way to
discover the human inner self.
However, the difference
between the Self-Revelation of

the Soul theory and Jung’s
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theory of the unconscious in the
discussion of sleep is that Jung
analyzes the individual’s mental
personality based on sleep and
dreams and does not consider
sleep to have any reality beyond
this. By contrast, dreams in
Mulla Sadra’s thought are not
merely a reflection of the
individual’s own personality but
can also indicate the outside

.world
Jung believes that the learning
and experiences of living beings
in past eras and at lower
evolutionary levels, as well as
those of humans from the
beginning of their existence to
the present, can all be
transmitted to the lowest layers
of the unconscious in the form
of general concepts, symbols,
allegories, and  exemplary
forms. There, they are recorded,
preserved, summarized, and
transmitted to future
generations as the essence of the
psychological  transformation
and evolution of the human
species. Jung’s account of the
inheritance of archetypes and
the formation of the collective

unconscious across successive
human generations is precisely
the biological aspect of this
concept, which falls within the
tield of genetics. In the theory of
Self-Revelation of the Soul,
however, knowledge is located
in the soul of man and in his
spiritual dimension. In fact,
knowledge is related to
existence or immaterial
existence. In either case, there is
no process of transmission;
rather, it has existed from the

beginning
In Mulla Sadra’s philosophy, the
knowledge and perfection of the
soul ultimately culminate in
connection with God and divine
knowledge. In Jung’s theory,
however, the concept of God is
analyzed as an archetype and
psychological structure rather
than as a metaphysical reality.
Therefore, in Mulla Sadra’s
theory, self-knowledge
corresponds to reality, whereas
in Jung’s theory,

correspondence with reality is
not considered.



Comparing the Theory of the Self-Revelation of the Soul in Mulla.../ Salahshur sefidsang 317

iscussion and Conclusion:

Great thinkers and philosophers
have discussed the issue of
consciousness and
unconsciousness, but this issue
was not established as a
recognized subject in empirical
science until the era of Jung and
his teacher, Freud. In Mulla
Sadra’s philosophy, these terms
can also be  considered
equivalent to the philosophical
concepts of undifferentiation
and differentiation and inner
and outer manifestation. Mulla
Sadra has expressed various
opinions about the nature of the
soul’s knowledge. Regarding the
knowledge of details—that is,
sensory and imaginary
perception—he believes that
knowledge and cognition are
achieved through the soul’s
invention or development. In
particular,  regarding  the
perception of wuniversals, he
believes that, through the union
of the soul with the Active
Intellect, man understands
truths. These ideas of Mulla

Sadra can be presented in a

more precise and profound way
in the light of the theory of
development, such that the
knowledge of the soul reaches

detailed and
perceptions by moving from

universal

generality toward specification.
This is equivalent to what Jung
proposes in the theory of the
collective unconscious.
Although this theory is more
limited than Mulla Sadra’s
theory and does not include all
forms of knowledge, it can be
supplemented and corrected
using the theory of Self-
Revelation of the  Soul
Therefore, although these two
theories have some differences,
one, in the field of psychology,
seeks  to  analyze  the
psychological identity of human
beings, whereas the other, in the
field of philosophy, seeks to
understand how human beings
develop and attain perfection.
However, given that both
theories discuss the evolution of
human existence, Mulla Sadra’s

philosophical theories can also
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be wused in the field of
psychology.
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