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Abstract: Mulla Sadra, by proposing the concept of the multiplicity of

human species, posits that the essence of human beings undergoes
constant change. This doctrine of multiplicity, by attributing differences
to the very essence of human beings, could potentially lead to a complete
separation between the luminous essences of intercessors, such as the
Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), and ordinary humans who possess
inferior types. Consequently, the concept of intercession might seem
unattainable under this theory. The question arises as to how intercession
can be meaningful and realized within this framework and in light of the
principles of Transcendent Theosophy. Research findings indicate that
intercession can be justified and reconciled with Mulla Sadra's
existential philosophy, both ontologically and causally, with specific
criteria for its generalization or specialization across different human
types. This paper, employing a descriptive-analytical method and
relying on Mulla Sadra's works, endeavors to elucidate Mulla Sadra's
understanding of how intercession can be realized. In this interpretation,
the intercessor, considering the capacity of the one being interceded for,
induces new desire and knowledge in the latter, thereby elevating their
being and either eliminating their punishment or elevating their
existential degree. The realization of intercession in the afterlife, or its
impossibility for certain individuals, is entirely an existential and non-
conventional matter, contingent upon the congruence or incongruence
of the human types with the intercessors at that existential level.
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ntroduction: The issue of

intercession has been a subject
of theological inquiry since
antiquity, particularly in light of
relevant ~ Quranic  verses.
"Intercession  signifies  the
pairing of an intercessor with
the one being interceded for,
resulting in the elevation of the
latter through the existential
perfections of the former."” (Sadr
al-Din Shirazi, 1366: 315/3).
The existential system outlined
in Mulla Sadra's Transcendent
Theosophy provides a
framework for understanding
intercession as  both a
theological and philosophical
proposition. This philosophical
system is grounded in principles
such as the primacy of existence,
substantial motion, the
corporeality of the soul's origin
and its spirituality in its
subsistence, and the unity of the
knower, the known, and
knowledge.

In addition to these
foundational principles, Mulla
Sadra's philosophy introduces

the concept of the multiplicity

of human species. This paper
examines the implications of
this concept for the notion of
intercession. According to this
idea, human beings exist in
various types, with homo
sapiens representing an
intermediate type. Individuals
can be categorized into different
species such as bestial, savage,
demonic, or angelic. Any
change or movement in human
existence, such as acquiring new
knowledge or performing a new
action, can result in a transition
from one species to another.
This concept is based on the
fluidity of human existence and
the transformation of human
essence  through  acquired
knowledge and actions.

Consequently, this paper seeks
to establish intercession as a real
and  objective  existential
phenomenon, rather than a
mere conventional attribution.
Within the framework of the
multiplicity of human species,
intercession is reinterpreted.
The primary focus is on
elucidating how intercession

can be realized within Mulla
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Sadra's existential system after
death. In other words, how can
the progress and growth of an
individual in the afterlife be
philosophically inferred and
depicted based on Sadrian
ontology? The concept of
substantial motion, as outlined
in Transcendent Theosophy,
when considered in conjunction
with the multiplicity of human
species, offers a  novel
interpretation of intercession in
the afterlife and challenges the
possibility of intercession for
certain types of human beings.

ethodology: The objective of

this discourse is to establish
intercession as a concrete,
objective, and existential reality,
distinct from a mere
conventional attribution. This is
achieved by grounding the
concept of intercession within
the framework of the plurality
of human species. In this
context, intercession is
understood as the bestowal of
existential grace to perfect and
complete the existence of the
interceded. Given that human

beings are incapable of directly
receiving the divine existential
grace, this bestowal is mediated
through the Active Intellect, the
noblest of creatures, and the
Prophet Muhammad, peace be
upon him and his family. (Sadr
al-Din Shirazi, 1366: 344/3)
Alternatively, the concept of
intercession can be understood
independently of this
philosophical trajectory, as a
miraculous divine intervention.
In this view, intercession is akin
to the granting of a gift or a
ticket to higher spiritual realms.
However, within a
philosophical framework that
posits the perpetual flux of
existence, this second
interpretation has been
criticized for failing to account
for the continued dynamism of
existence post-mortem.

indings:  This  particular
conception of intercession is
predicated upon the postulate of
the soul's capacity for post-
mortem progression. It
presupposes a teleological

framework that extends beyond
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the confines of earthly
existence. Intercession, under
this view, is circumscribed to
those  individuals  whose
spiritual ~ constitution aligns
closely with that of the
intercessor, thereby limiting its
scope to a specific category of
humanity.

This interpretation suggests an
existential trajectory for human
beings, driven by the gradual
manifestation of divine
attributes in the intermediate
realm or on the Day of
Judgment. Religious texts allude
to these divine manifestations,
and the believer’s yearning for
them precipitates a
transformation, resulting in a
qualitatively distinct spiritual
being.  This
process elevates the individual

transformative

to a higher spiritual station,
bringing them into closer
proximity with the divine
manifestation. Such a
conception of intercession is
thus consonant with the
Sadraean philosophical system.

Discussion and Conclusion:

within the
philosophical

Intercession,
Sadraean
framework, can be understood
as a manifestation of the
existential ascent of human
beings, driven by the intrinsic
movement of their essence.
Consequently, intercession is
not a universal phenomenon
but is rather limited to those
individuals who possess the
requisite spiritual potential.
Given the possibility of post-
mortem spiritual progression, it
follows that such movement can
also occur in a negative
direction. For instance, an
individual might regress due to
resentment or animosity arising
from the contemplation of
divine manifestations. This
research  thus provides a
compelling  framework for
understanding the concept of
eternal life without resorting to
a deterministic or harsh divine
decree.

Moreover, the notion of post-
mortem spiritual movement

challenges  the

traditional
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philosophical tenet of the
immobility of pure intellect.
This research not only presents
a philosophical justification for
post-mortem progression but
also draws upon scriptural and
hadithic evidence to support
this claim.

The anthropology drawn in
Mullah Sadra's philosophy can
be of special help in many
philosophical topics such as the
meaning of life and the real
understanding of the blessings
and punishments of the
hereafter.
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