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Abstract: Understanding the nature of faith has always been a

concern for believers, theologians, and philosophers of religion; and
therefore, we have a long history of it. One of the ways to explain
the nature of faith is to offer various models of it. In this article, based
on John Bishop's categorization of faith models as 1) knowledge, 2)
belief, 3) trust, 4) doxastic venture, 5) non-doxastic venture, and 6)
hope in the "faith" entry of the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy,
an effort has been made to first explain each of these models.
Subsequently, relying on the degree of attention these models pay to
three components: 1) cognitive, 2) affective, and 3) volitional, as
criteria for evaluating them, it has been demonstrated which of these
models have undergone reductionism. According to these criteria,
the model of faith as knowledge has undergone reductionism, as it
fails to adequately address the affective component in its definition
of faith. The models of faith as trust, non-doxastic venture, and hope
have not been subject to reductionism as they have considered all
three of the aforementioned criteria. However, given the various
interpretations of faith models as belief and doxastic venture, the
assessment of reductionism or non-reductionism for each
interpretation varies accordingly.
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Introduction: This article

examines the models of faith
advanced by John Bishop. Bishop
argues that cognitive, affective, and
volitional are the three constituent
components of faith. The cognitive
component encompasses
epistemological issues and the
justification of faith. The affective
component of faith pertains to
emotions and feelings, describing
the passionate aspects of believers.
The volitional component of faith,
on the other hand, is concerned
with the wills, desires, and
intentions of believers, and
encompasses the practical aspects
and faith commitments of
believers. Given this
understanding of the components
of faith, first, the models of faith
will be explained; then, relying on
these three components, it will be
shown which models have
undergone reductionism. This
article does not seek to explain
Bishop's view on the nature of
faith, but only takes his models of
faith as a basis and evaluates them.

Methodology: The methodology

of this article is analytical-
descriptive. First, the faith models
proposed by John Bishop will be

explained. Then, it will be
explained which models have been
reductionist in their definition of
faith. To find the answer to this
question, three components -
cognitive, affective, and volitional -
have been considered to be criteria
for evaluating the models of faith.

Findings: This article

demonstrates that faith models
often prioritize one or more
specific characteristics of faith and
subordinate others to these
primary traits. Consequently,
models that choose one of the
three components - cognitive,
affective, and volitional - as the
core of faith without dismissing
the remaining two cannot be
considered
prioritizing components does not

reductionist,  as
necessitate ignoring them.
Nevertheless, models that omit any
of these three components can be
classified as reductive.
Furthermore, it has been stated
that although reductionism is a
flaw in any model, the absence of
reductionism does not necessarily
indicate the correctness of the
model. Instead, the arguments
supporting the model must be

examined.
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Discussion and Condlusion: This

article demonstrates that in the
model of faith as knowledge,
the cognitive component plays
the most significant role, while
the volitional component is also
acknowledged. This is because
they consider the individual's
will and avoidance of sin to be
effective  for the  proper
functioning of the divine sense
faculty. However, it seems that
this model has not sufficiently
addressed the affective
component and its role in faith.
Consequently, this model can be
considered to be reductionistic.
The model of faith as belief
considers the cognitive
component as the central core of
faith. Therefore, if an
interpretation of this model, like
the initial understanding of
Aquinas's view, has only
focused on the cognitive
component and neglects the
influence of affective and
volitional components in faith,
it has undoubtedly been
reduced. However, Aquinas's
Formulation of meritorious faith
from this model, by adding two
conditions of free will (referring
to the volitional component)
and love (referring to the
affective component), has paid

attention to all aspects of faith
and consequently, has not been
reduced.

The model of faith as trust
considers the affective and
volitional components as the
central core of faith. However,
two formulations of the
cognitive ~ component  are
presented in this model. Since
both Luther's and Penelham's
formulations have also paid
attention to the cognitive
component, it can be said that
this model has not undergone
reductionism either.

Three models of faith as
doxastic venture, non-doxastic
venture, and hope consider the
volitional and affective
components as the central core
of faith. A formulation of the
venture models, such as
Kierkegaard's view that
neglects the cognitive
component, has undergone
reductionism. However, other
formulations of these models,
such as the views of James,
Bishop, Alston, and Muyskens,
have not been reduced; because
although these formulations do
not consider the cognitive
component as part of the central
core of faith, they still pay
attention to it. The model of
doxastic venture obligates itself
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to evidentialism, which
indicates its attention to the
cognitive component. In the
models of non-doxastic venture
and hope, components such as
acceptance or hope are placed as
substitutes for belief as the
cognitive component.
Therefore, it cannot be said that
these models neglect the
cognitive component or suffer
from reductionism.
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