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Abstract: "Among the hadiths that have led to challenging

discussions are those related to Tiynat (human nature). The primary
issue with these hadiths is their apparent incompatibility with human
free will and divine justice. Islamic scholars have each attempted to
resolve these difficulties and have offered various justifications. One
of the individuals who endeavored to address this issue and stated
that Tiynat narrations do not conflict with free will of human in the
world, is Mulla Salih Mazandarani, the commentator on the valuable
book Al-Kafi. He attempted to resolve this issue by stating that
human souls were tested before creation and were then granted
bodies with either pure or impure Tiynat based on their performance.
However, upon examining his view and the explanations he
provided under each hadith, several problems become evident in his
theory. These include inconsistencies with his philosophical school,
internal contradictions within the theory itself, and inconsistencies
with hadiths from other chapters. Furthermore, this theory contains
ambiguities that require answers."
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ntroduction: One of the most

debated and challenging issues
raised in Islamic traditions is the
concept of the human essence
(Tiynat) and its relationship to
human free will. Numerous
hadiths  attributed to the
Infallible Imams address this
topic, seemingly indicating that
individuals are predestined to
happiness or misery based on
the nature of the clay from
which they were created. This
raises the question of whether
human beings have any free will
and whether concepts like
reward and punishment have
any meaning if our destinies are
predetermined. Furthermore,
such an interpretation
challenges the justice of God, as
it implies that some individuals
are created with a natural
inclination toward
righteousness and ease on the
path to salvation, while others
are predisposed to sin and, due
to their corrupt clay, inevitably
fall into wretchedness.

The narrations concerning
Tiynat are extensively recorded

in Islamic sources, and Muslim
scholars have made
considerable efforts to interpret
these traditions in a manner
that aligns with theological
principles. Numerous works
have been written to analyze
these narrations. For instance,
Hassan Nagizadeh’s article
Akhbar al- Tiynat examines
existing views on the matter,
while another article,
Narrations of ‘Tiynat and
Human Free Will by Masoumeh
Rezvani and Mahdi Zakeri,
explores proposed solutions and
ultimately  offers a  new
perspective. Other works delve
into the views of specific
scholars, such as An Analysis
and  Critique of Imam
Khomeini's Perspective on the
Narrations of ‘Tiynat and
Examining the Relationship
Between Tiynat and Free Will
with Emphasis on the Views of
Allama Tabataba’i and Imam
Khomeini.

Given that one of the prominent
commentators on al-Kafi, Mulla
Salih Mazandarani, presents a
unique theory on interpreting
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the narrations of Tiynat, and
considering the absence of an
independent study that
critically analyzes his
perspective, the authors of this
work aim to elucidate and
critique Mulla Salih
Mazandarani’s interpretation in
the present study.

Methodology: The research

methodology employed in this
study is analytical and library-
based. Initially, the available
sources are reviewed, and the
theory under discussion is
described  and
Subsequently, it is critically

explicated.

analyzed and evaluated using an

analytical approach.

Findings: In this article, we

conclude that Mulla Salih
Mazandarani's theory faces
certain challenges and cannot
be considered a comprehensive

theory.

D iscussion and Conclusion: The

issue of Tiynat (innate nature)
stands as one of the critical
topics in Islamic theology,

demanding  extensive and
multifaceted research due to its
inherent complexity. This topic,
which has been a matter of
debate since early times,
continues to face numerous
theoretical and epistemological
challenges. Achieving a
comprehensive and  precise
understanding of human Tiynat

and its impact on human

behavior and destiny
necessitates  an  in-depth
examination of  relevant
narrations, philosophical
theories, and theological

perspectives. Therefore, the
present article can be
considered a step toward a
fundamental reevaluation of
this issue. This study focuses on
the theory of Mulla Salih
Mazandarani, one of the
significant and  influential
viewpoints in  this field,
critically analyzing and
evaluating his perspective.

In his commentary on the
al-Kafi,
Mazandarani, after elucidating

esteemed book

narrations related to Tiynat,
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attempts to provide a suitable
interpretation of Tiynat to
reconcile the critical issue of
free will and determinism
within the framework of Islamic
teachings. However, his theory
encounters several problems.

One of the most significant
criticisms leveled against his
theory is its inconsistency with
his philosophical inclination.
Whether we consider his
philosophical school to be

Transcendent Philosophy
(Hikmat  al-Mutaaliya) or
Peripatetic Philosophy

(Mashsha), his theory
contradicts the concept of the
soul within these philosophies.
Moreover, internal
inconsistencies are evident
within Mazandarani's theory.
While he emphasizes the
influence of Tiynat on human
actions, he simultaneously
asserts that the body is merely a
residence for the soul, leading to
the conclusion that the body has
no impact on human behavior.
These two claims are not fully

compatible.

Additionally, Mazandarani's
theory conflicts with certain
other narrations. Some
narrations emphasize the innate
monotheistic nature (fitrah) of
all humans, which appears
incompatible with ideas such as
the creation of Tiynat from
Sijjin, the testing of souls in the
pre-eternal realm, and related
concepts. Furthermore,
ambiguities exist in
Mazandarani's theory for which
he provides no clear answers.
For instance, why should a body
created from specific clay be
subjected to trials? Was human
testing conducted individually
or collectively? If it was
individual, what necessity was
there for the mixing of Tiynat?
Given the
reasons, it can be concluded that
Mulla Salih Mazandarani's
theory of Tiynat faces serious

aforementioned

challenges and requires more
comprehensive and  precise
investigations into the subject of
Tiynat.
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