_ A

2N
4SSy 5 S A %
"{? > Philosophical Meditations @
WW‘?JJ‘;"”" Print ISSN: 2228-5253 Online ISSN: 2588-3615

University
Zanjan

The Quiddity of Humanity from the Viewpoints of al-Kindi,
Zakariya al-Razi, and al-Farabi: An Analysis
Mohammad Mahdi Montasseri 2 @ Ahad Faramarz Qaramaleki 2

1. PhD Graduate in Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of
Theology and Islamic Studies, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

2. Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies, University
of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. Email: ghmaleki@ut.ac.ir

ﬁ:{‘;zim?: Abstract: Since Muslim philosophers have presented philosophy
Researchy,zrficle as a means of self-fulfillment, the examination of “human nature” is
) ) doubly important to them. According to the school of perfectionism,
Avrticle history: human happiness depends on individuals perfecting their inherent
Received: characteristics-or special characteristics. This requires that the
9 September 2024 special elements of human nature—or the characteristics specific to
Received in revised humans-first be correctly known, an issue that is still neglected in
form: contemporary research. This article answers two questions: (1) what
9 January 2025 is the special nature of human beings according to their views, and
Accepted: (2) how do their views differ? The purpose of this study is to provide
12 January 2025 a better understanding of the philosophical anthropology and self-
Published online: fulfillment theories of these philosophers. This objective has been
6 September 2026 pursued through methods of critical, propositional, and comparative
analysis. The study concludes that the philosophers in question agree

Keywords: about “intellect” as a special characteristic of humans, although they

have serious and substantial disagreements among themselves

Al-Kinds; Zakariya al- regarding the details of this belief.

Razi; al-Farabi; Human
Nature; Perfection of the
Soul

Cite this article: Montasseri, M. Faramarz Qaramaleki, A (2026). The Quiddity of Humanity from
the Viewpoints of al-Kindi, Zakariya al-Razi, and al-Farabi: An Analysis, Philosophical
Meditations, 16(38), 187-221. https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2025.2035045.2547

© The Author(s). Publisher: University of Zanjan.

https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2025.2035045.2547 Homepage: phm.znu.ac.ir



mailto:Alihasso1989@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.30470/phm.2025.2035045.2547
http://phm.znu.ac.ir/
file:///H:/38/orcid.org/0000-0001-8991-5300
file:///H:/38/orcid.org/0000-0002-9595-6405

Philosophical Meditations, Vol. 16, Issue 38, 2026, pp 187-193.............ccevevivinen... 188

Introduction: Muslim

philosophers have long viewed
philosophy as a means of self-
fulfillment, with the
examination of “human nature”
holding particular significance
in their philosophical discourse.
The school of perfectionism
asserts that human happiness
hinges on the individual
perfecting their inherent or
special characteristics. Despite
the importance of
understanding  the  special
elements of human nature
according to these philosophers,
contemporary scholarship has
largely neglected this area. This
article seeks to address this gap
by elucidating the special nature
of human beings from the
perspectives of Abu Yuasuf al-
Kindi (d. 873), Aba Bakr al-Razi
(d. 935), and Abu Nasr al-
Farabi (d. 951), and by
examining the differences
among  their views. By
investigating this topic, we aim
to enhance our understanding
of philosophical anthropology
and the pursuit of self-

fulfillment as conceptualized by
these philosophical thinkers.

M ethodology:  This  study

employs a methodological
approach centered on critical,
propositional, and comparative
analysis to investigate the
concept of human nature in
Islamic philosophy. Through a
rigorous  examination  of
primary philosophical texts, we
aim to extract key insights into
the  perspectives of the
aforementioned Muslim
philosophers on the special
characteristics of humans, with
a focus on the notion of
“intellect.” By critically
evaluating and comparing the
views of these Muslim
philosophers, we seek to
identify shared beliefs as well as
profound differences in their
understanding  of  human

nature.

Findings: The analysis of the

philosophical texts of these
three philosophers reveals a
consensus  among  them

regarding the centrality of
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“intellect” as a  special
characteristic  of  humans.
According to these

philosophers, the pursuit of self-
fulfillment  and
happiness is contingent upon

ultimate

cultivating and developing one’s
intellectual capacities. However,
despite this shared emphasis on
intellect, significant divergences
emerge in the details and
nuances of their Dbeliefs
regarding human nature. Some
philosophers emphasize the role
of reason and rationality in
shaping human behavior, while
others highlight the spiritual
dimensions of human existence.
These differing perspectives
reflect the rich diversity of their
philosophical thought on the
nature of humankind and
underscore the complexity of
the human experience as
understood by these scholars.

Discussion and Conclusion: In

conclusion, this study
illuminates the concept of
human nature in Islamic
philosophy, highlighting the

importance attached to intellect

as a defining characteristic of
humans. Through a critical
analysis of philosophical texts,
identified  both

commonalities and contrasts in

we  have

the views of the three
philosophers regarding human
nature,  underscoring  the
richness and complexity of their
philosophical discourse. By
deepening our understanding of
the special characteristics of
human beings as elucidated by
these Muslim thinkers, we gain
valuable insights into the
pursuit of self-fulfillment and
the quest for  ultimate
happiness. This exploration of
human nature in Islamic
philosophy serves to broaden
our perspectives on
anthropology and offers a
unique lens through which to
contemplate the nature of
humanity and its potential for
intellectual ~ and  spiritual
growth.
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