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Abstract: Intuitive knowledge, as an important and controversial

issue in Islamic philosophy and as one of the subjects of
philosophical research, has always had its supporters and opponents,
as during the last ten years, numerous works in this field have been
presented to the scientific community; However, in order to discover
the emptiness and shortcomings of the works, to discover the
possibilities and fields for future researches and studies, as well as to
draw a general picture in these works and studies, a systematic
review of these researches is necessary. In this regard, the aim of the
present research is to present a general picture of the studies
conducted in the field of intuitive knowledge in two parts of
qualitative and quantitative analysis. The present writing method is
also: systematic review and qualitative meta-analysis of articles that
have been published in the last ten years and have been indexed in
two Internet sites, Normex and the comprehensive portal of
humanities. Also, the findings of the present work include: the
researches carried out in the field of intuitive knowledge can be
classified under five categories : "the ratio of intellect and intuition™;
"functions of intuition"; "components of intuitive knowledge"; He
classified "intuitive knowledge criteria" and "reliability and
trustworthiness of intuition". Results: The review of the articles in
this field indicates that most of the researches in this field have a
positive aspect and few articles deal with the problem of intuition
with a critical approach.
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ntroduction: Intuitive

knowledge (marifat-e shuhadi)
and intuitive perception (idrak-
e shuhudi) constitute one of the
most significant and
controversial issues in Islamic
epistemology. While Muslim
traditionally
defined philosophy as a

philosophers

demonstrative and syllogistic
discipline, the emergence of
Shihab al-Din al-Suhrawardi (d.
1191) and the Illuminationist
school in the sixth Islamic
century introduced a major
methodological transformation.
Suhrawardi reconceived
wisdom  not merely as
discursive philosophy but as a
synthesis of rational inquiry
(bahth) and spiritual realization
or illumination (ta’alluh). In this
framework, intuition, unveiling,
and  direct vision  were
recognized alongside
demonstration as legitimate
paths to truth. This
development was subsequently
continued and reformulated in
the Transcendent Philosophy of

Mulla Sadra (d. 1640).

The emphasis placed by
Suhrawardi and Mulla Sadra on
intuition  raises  important
epistemological questions.
Intuitive experience is generally
difficult to

communicate, and not equally

personal,

accessible to all subjects.
Consequently, questions arise
concerning its scientific validity,
its relation to certainty, its
possible role in philosophical
argumentation, and the criteria
by which genuine intuition can
be distinguished from illusion,
subjective  imagination, or
erroneous interpretation.
Suhrawardi responds to some of
these objections by comparing
inner intuitions of sages and
prophets to sensory
observations  reported by
experts in empirical sciences,
particularly astronomy. Mulla
Sadra, in turn, considers
unveiling and intuition,
together with rational
demonstration and revelation,
to be among the sound means of
attaining reality. Nevertheless,
he repeatedly insists that

authentic philosophical wisdom
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requires harmony between
demonstrative  proof  and
spiritual unveiling.

In recent decades, intuitive
knowledge has become an
important subject of research in
Islamic philosophy, especially in
studies of Illuminationist and
Sadrian epistemology. Yet the
growing body of literature has

not been systematically
mapped, categorized, or
critically ~ synthesized.  The

present study therefore aims to
provide both a quantitative
overview and a qualitative
meta-synthesis  of  Persian
scholarly articles on intuitive
knowledge published during the
period 2011-2021 (1390-1400
SH). More specifically, it
addresses the following
questions: How extensive is the
literature on intuitive
knowledge? = What  central
themes organize these studies?
How do researchers describe the
relationship between reason
and intuition? What are the
functions, conditions,

characteristics, and epistemic

criteria of intuitive knowledge?
Finally, how do these studies
assess the reliability and
certainty-producing capacity of
intuition?

ethodology:  This  study

employs two complementary
methods: systematic review and
qualitative meta-synthesis. A
systematic review identifies
relevant studies through explicit
search procedures, evaluates
their relevance according to
defined criteria, and organizes
their results in a transparent and
reproducible manner.
Qualitative meta-synthesis, by
contrast, seeks to interpret and
integrate  the  substantive
findings of qualitative studies in
order to develop higher-order
categories and themes.

The literature search was
conducted in two major Iranian
academic databases: Noormags
and the Comprehensive Portal
of Humanities. The search
strategy included the Persian
equivalents of the following

keywords: intuitive knowledge,

intuitive perception, intuition,
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observation, illumination,
epistemology, and epistemic
realism. The initial search
retrieved 3,118 records in
Noormags and 16,303 records
in the Comprehensive Portal of
Humanities. These results were
through titles,

abstracts, keywords, and—

screened

where necessary—the full texts
of articles.

The principal inclusion
criterion was a substantive and
direct relationship to the
epistemology  of  intuition,
intuitive perception,
illuminationist knowledge, or
the epistemic role of intuition in
Islamic philosophy. Studies in
which such terms appeared only
incidentally or which focused
exclusively  on  unrelated
theological, mystical, literary, or
psychological subjects were
excluded. After screening and
applying the inclusion and
exclusion criteria, 79 articles
were  selected for  final
qualitative assessment.

The selected publications were
analyzed in two stages. First,

quantitative data were extracted

concerning the number of
publications, their temporal

distribution, and their
philosophical orientation,
particularly ~ whether  they

concentrated on Suhrawardi,
Mulla  Sadra,
INluminationist-Sadrian

comparative

studies, or other frameworks.
Second, the contents of the
selected articles were coded and
synthesized. Through iterative
comparison ~ of  recurring
concepts, arguments, and
conclusions, five overarching
thematic ~ categories  were
generated: (1) the relationship
between reason and intuition;
(2) the functions of intuition;
(3) the conditions and criteria of
intuitive knowledge; (4) the
characteristics of intuitive
knowledge; and (5) the
epistemic validity and reliability
of intuition.

indings: The quantitative
review indicates that research
on intuitive knowledge was
active but unevenly distributed
during 2011-2021. Publications

increased from six studies in
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2011 to ten in 2012. The highest
number of  publications
appeared in 2015, with eleven
articles, while the lowest
number was recorded in 2019,
with only three articles. A
considerable  proportion of
studies addressed intuition
within  the

systems of Suhrawardi and

epistemological

Mulla Sadra rather than treating
intuitive knowledge as an
independent topic.

Among philosophical studies,
approximately 46  percent
focused primarily on
[Mluminationist philosophy and
Suhrawardi’s  intuitive and
illuminative method, whereas
about 37 percent concentrated
on Sadrian or neo-Sadrian
thought. Comparative studies
examining both traditions
constituted approximately 8
percent, and the remaining
addressed other

philosophical or

studies

interdisciplinary contexts. This
distribution demonstrates the
continuing  dominance  of

Suhrawardi and Mulla Sadra as

the two principal reference
points in contemporary Iranian
discussions of intuition.

The  qualitative  synthesis
yielded five major themes.

First, the relationship between
reason and intuition is the most
frequently  discussed  and
theoretically decisive theme.
Most  studies  reject  the
opposition between rational
knowledge  and  intuitive
knowledge.  Instead, they
maintain that reason and
intuition are complementary
and mutually supportive paths
to reality. In Suhrawardi’s view,
intuition has priority in the
stage of receiving truth: the sage
first witnesses the reality
directly and  subsequently
provides rational arguments for
those unable to access the
experience itself. Thus, intuitive
realization precedes discursive
exposition. In Mulla Sadra’s
method,

demonstration is more strongly

however,

emphasized as the criterion for
philosophical presentation and
evaluation. His well-known
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claim that what he first knew
through  proof he later
witnessed through intuition

suggests that rational
demonstration has
methodological  priority in

philosophy, even  though
intuition provides a fuller and
deeper disclosure of reality.

Second, the functions of
intuition are represented in the
literature in multiple ways.
Intuition is considered a source,
instrument, and method of
acquiring knowledge. It enables
the philosopher to encounter
intelligible  realities, divine
lights, and supra-sensible truths
that cannot be fully captured by
discursive reasoning alone. It is
also presented as a means of
solving difficult philosophical
questions, discovering new
concepts and  hypotheses,
gaining access to the middle
term  of a  syllogism,
strengthening the process of
demonstration, and correcting
or deepening rational findings.
Both Suhrawardi and Mulla
Sadra  are  portrayed as

philosophers who attributed the

resolution of some profound
philosophical  problems to
illumination, spiritual
discipline, or direct witnessing.
Third, the conditions and
criteria of intuitive knowledge
differ somewhat in

Illuminationist and Sadrian

thought. In  Suhrawardr’s
epistemology, intuitive
knowledge requires the

luminous nature of the knowing
subject, the absence of veils
between knower and known,
and the direct presence of the
object to the subject. His theory
of intuition is closely related to
his theory of vision: just as
visual  perception  requires
illumination and the absence of
obstruction, higher knowledge
requires the removal of material
and spiritual veils. In Mulla
Sadra’s philosophy, the primary
conditions include the
immateriality of the knower, the
ontological union of knower
and known, and the existential
dependence of knowledge upon
the degree of the subject’s being.
In both systems, non-cognitive

factors—such as purification of
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the soul, ascetic discipline,
worship, and spiritual
wayfaring—are considered
necessary for attaining higher
forms of intuitive knowledge.

Fourth, the characteristics of
intuitive knowledge include
immediacy, presence,
gradedness, personal character,
and a special relation to
certainty. Intuition is generally
described as non-
representational knowledge: the
known is present to the knower
without the mediation of a
mental image or concept. It is
also viewed as graded, since
both the knowing subject and
the object of intuition may
possess different degrees of
existential intensity. The studies
identify
intellectual, spiritual, and heart-

sensory, imaginal,
based forms of intuition.
Intuitive knowledge is
frequently described as personal
and difficult to transfer directly
to others. Yet this does not
necessarily render it wholly
incommunicable, since

philosophical

arguments,

symbolic language,
interpretation, and allegory may
function as means of expressing
or translating intuitive findings.
Fifth, epistemic validity and
reliability is  the  most
controversial category. Most
articles adopt an affirmative
stance and defend intuition as
certainty-producing, especially
when it is understood as direct
presence rather than mediated
representation. Nevertheless, a
smaller group of studies raises
critical  objections.  These
objections include the alleged
impossibility of using private
intuitive experiences as
premises in public
philosophical arguments; the
lack of universally applicable
logical criteria for assessing
supra-rational experiences; the
distinction between
psychological certainty and
logical certainty; and the
possibility ~ that  subjective
tendencies may affect the
interpretation  and  verbal
expression of an intuitive

experience. Some studies also
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question the classification of
intuition as a self-evident logical
principle or criticize aspects of
Suhrawardi’s explanation of
imaginal and  exemplary

intuition.

iscussion and Conclusion: The

review  demonstrates  that
contemporary research on
intuitive knowledge in Islamic
philosophy is predominantly
affirmative. The majority of
studies defend the legitimacy,
epistemic value, and
philosophical  usefulness of
intuition, while only a limited
number offer sustained
criticism. This tendency reflects
the continuing influence of
[uminationist and Sadrian
attempts to reconcile
rationality, spiritual realization,
and revelation.

The central conclusion is that
intuition and reason should not
be treated as two mutually
exclusive sources of knowledge.
Rather, they are commonly
understood as hierarchically
related modes of cognition.

Discursive reason (ratio)

operates through concepts,
propositions, and inference,
whereas  intuitive  intellect
(intellectus) involves immediate
presence, illumination, and
direct disclosure. The apparent
conflict between them often
emerges not at the level of the
original intuition but at the level
of its interpretation,
conceptualization, and
linguistic expression. Thus, the
distinction between the stage of
receiving intuitive knowledge
and the stage of reporting or
formulating it is crucial
Intuition may be considered
immune from error at the level
of immediate presence, while its
subsequent interpretation may
remain open to  error,
distortion, or ambiguity.

The study also identifies several
gaps in the literature. First, the
methodological difference
between Suhrawardi and Mulla
Sadra requires more detailed
examination. Although both
thinkers integrate reason and
intuition, Suhrawardi grants
priority to intuition in the
reception of truth, whereas
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Mulla Sadra places stronger
emphasis on demonstrative
proof in philosophical
discourse. Second, intellectual
intuition has received far less
attention than heart-based or
mystical intuition. A more
rigorous distinction between
intuitive intellect and discursive
reason could clarify many
debates

certainty and

concerning the
validity  of
intuition. Third, future studies
should engage more directly

with contemporary
epistemological problems,
including consciousness,

intentionality, first-person
experience, and the limits of
conceptual knowledge.

Accordingly, future research
should move beyond merely
defending or rejecting intuition
and should develop critical
models for explaining its
epistemic conditions, degrees,
communicability, and relation
to rational demonstration. Such
work may contribute not only to
a more precise understanding of
Islamic

philosophical

epistemology but also to
contemporary debates on the
nature and scope of human

knowledge.
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Sandelowski, M., Docherty, S.,
& Emden, C. (1997). “Focus
on Qualitative Methods.
Qualitative Metasynthesis:
Issues and Techniques.”
Research in Nursing &
Health, 20(4): 365-371.
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