> rA\
&
Lo

GG

_ A

6

University
Zanjan

Philosophical Meditations

Print ISSN: 2228-5253

Online ISSN: 2588-3615

Examination of Muslim philosophers’ point of view on the
copulative existence from the linguistic and ontological perspective

Hossein Aliramezani ™ 1 Ali AllahBedashti 2

1. PhD Student of Islamic Philosophy and Theology PhD Student at Qom University. E-mail:

moshahede@gmail.com

2. Professor of Islamic Philosophy and Theology PhD Professor at Qom University .E-mail: a.bedashti@gom.ac.ir

Article Info:

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle history:

Received:

25 January 2025
Revised

3 August 2025
Accepted:

25 October 2025
Published:

6 September 2026

Keywords:

copula, copulative
existence, ontology,
linguistic

Abstract: In the analysis of predicative singular proposition,

Aristotle considers the copula as a word, which the speaker uses it to
refer to the “meaning” of the relation between the subject and the
predicate. “Copula” and “Copulative existence” have been the
concern of Muslim philosophers since the beginning of Islamic
philosophy history. Avicenna, Suhrawardi, Averroes and al-Tusi’s
point of views to copula are “linguistic”. “Ontological” looking to
copula is found in Mirdamad's manuscripts, but MullaSadra has
completely established his philosophy in explaintion of creation
based on this perspective. This point of view is obviouse in Allameh
Tabataba'i's adherence to MullaSadra method and explaination. This
descriptive and qualitative research is looking for starting point of
ontological concern about copula and analyze of its transition from
linguistic to ontological. The result of this study shows that
ontological perspective has emerged between the 7th and 10th
centuries AH. The root of this emergence, in addition to the literal
translation of non-Arabic texts into Arabic, has been the thinker’s
paradigm and assumptions. It is necessary to keep the copula and
copulative existence analyzes limited to a language game to prevent
it from changing it from what it really is, affected by philosophical
discussions.
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Introduction: In the view of

philosophers from Al-Farabi to
Allama Tabatabai, two
approaches to the copula and
copulative existence (wujad
rabit) can be observed. One
common approach involves
addressing the relational aspect
in predicative singular
proposition. From Aristotle's
texts, it can be understood that
he didn’t adopt a specific
ontological  perspective on
copula. However, the approach
seen in later philosophers
additional

perspective on the copula

includes an

(between the subject and
predicate), which is an
ontological view of the copula;
“copulative existence”. In other
words, transition from the
dependence of the copula
“meaning” on the subject and
predicate to the dependence of
the copula “existence” on the
subject and predicate is exposed
during the time.

Methodology: Considering the

explanations of Aristotle and

Al-Farabi, these questions arise:
From the very beginning of
philosophical discussions
regarding copula and copulative
existence, was there any
ontological concern in its
analyzing? If an ontological
perspective on copula was not
common, when did such a
perspective enter the realm of
philosophical analysis? Does
this perspective contain aspects
further

contemplation or not? To

that require

address these questions, we will
examine a summary of the
philosophers’ explanations,
including al-Farabi, Avicenna,
Suhrawardi, Khwaja Nasir,
Mirdamad's, MullaSadra and

Allama Tabatabai.

Findings: Aristotle begins by

explaining words. A noun or
[complete] verb is a term that
has meaning in itself (such as
“human” or “white”), but a verb
[as a copula] does not have
intrinsic meaning and only
indicates a relationship.
Without a noun, it cannot

indicate any meaning, even
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though without it, the listener's
mind remains waiting for the
speaker to complete his
statement (Aristotle, 1938: 114-
121).

In most languages, there are
special words for copula. In
Greek, “civar” (einai) and in
Persian 7wl (aest) and 7w
(haest) signify the relation of the
predicate to the subject. During
philosophy  translation to
Arabic, the Greek “cival” or the
Persian ,”<—wa‘ Jacked a direct
equivalent in Arabic. Asa result,
some Arabic translators chose
to use the word ”s=2“ (huwa)
instead and some others opted
to use s> " (mawjud, exists,
is) instead to indicate the
connection between the
predicate and the subject (Al-
Farabi, 1408AH: 32-39 Vol.2).
In this way, the use of "5 5"
as a translation for ”C—wa® or
“eival” became established in
Arabic texts for this translation
and  “copulative  existence”
emerged; “exist” as copula.
Early philosophers (such as al-

Farabi, Avicenna, Suhrawardi

and Khwaja Nasir), following
Aristotle method, viewed the
35 3a“(as copula) as a verbal,
conceptual, mental, and
linguistic ~matter, and the
copula, in terms of “existence”,
retained its Aristotelian
authenticity. However, over the
time, with the introduction of
ontological discussions and
attention to 25> (existence)
in theological debates, a distinct
ontological  perspective  on
copula emerged (in addition to
its linguistic role) and became a
tool for explaining multiplicity
and unity.

The extension of Mir-Damad's
ontological  perspectives to
copula also extends to Mulla
Sadra, whose philosophical
concerns are rooted in the
primacy of existence. He sees
copula, that doesn’t have
intrinsic meaning and only
indicates a relationship, as the
best example for replacing
“possibility by itself” by
“possibility in the sense of need”
and imbues it with an

ontological character. After
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Mulla Sadra, the followers of the
Transcendent Philosophy (such
as Allama Tabatabai) accepted
and expanded upon his
ontological view.

This progression is natural
because the analytical mind of
philosophers  never  stops
contemplating and analyzing.
The close relationship between
logic and philosophy has also
involved philosophers’ minds in
the ontological aspect of the
copula in propositions.
However, it is clear that the
philosophical ~mindset has
influenced their analysis of
copula and copulative existence.
al-Farabi is in an Aristotelian
intellectual space, but Mulla
Sadra, due to his deep
commitment to the primacy
and gradation (and personal
unity) of existence, makes the
copula a tool for analyzing the
relation between the possible
and the necessary being. So
those who have an ontological
perspective, transited through
understanding the “meaning” of
the copula in a proposition to
understanding the “existence”

of the copula as it relates to both
the subject and the predicate,
discovered it appropriate for
explaining the causal
relationship ~ between  the
necessary and the possible
beings.  Clearly, in the
ontological view of copulative
existence, its logical origin fades
away, and the philosophical
mind's preconceptions create a
new meaning for it.

Nevertheless, in none of the
works of Muslim philosophers
is there any evidence of moving
beyond the framework and
structure of the “singular
proposition” and  “single-
quantifier  proposition”  as
outlined by Aristotle. In
language, there are many other
types of sentences that cannot
be analyzed within the
Aristotelian logic and structure.
Is it still acceptable to consider
the copula with ontological
aspects and extend it to
possibility, necessity, and the
relation between them? This
situation applies to declarative
sentences (such as imperative or

interrogative sentences) too.
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Discussion and Condlusion: It

can be concluded that the
emergence of the ontological
perspective on copula occurred
roughly between 653 AH (the
death of Khwaja Nasir al-Din al-
Tusi) and 969 (the birth of Mir
Damad) (the 7th to 10th
centuries AH). The copula and
copulative existence, as
Aristotle, Al-Farabi, and even
Avicenna considered them, are
part of language and discourse.
Of course, for zero-order logic
(propositional logic), this is a
valid matter for analysis.
However, bringing it into the
ontology domain would be an
attempt to move it beyond its
generative context. This is
because the use of “existence”
for the copula emerged merely
as a result of translating non-
Arabic texts into Arabic, and a
word-for-word translation from
the source text to Arabic.
Speakers of the original
languages were never concerned
with  conveying ontological
meanings in propositions, just
as today, in conversation and

inter-mental communication,
there is no such intention.
Copula are used outside of
singular predicative sentences
too.  Furthermore, paying
attention to the context in
which the discussion of copula
developed clarifies that the
discussion of the copula and
copulative  existence  must
remain limited to linguistic,
verbal, and mental play so that
philosophical debates do not

distort it beyond its original

nature.
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* A noun or a verb by itself much
resembles a concept or thought which is
neither combined nor disjoined. Such is
"man", for example, or "white", if
pronounced without any addition.
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