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Abstract: The primary objective of this research is to analyze and

critique Donald Davidson’s perspective on the explanation of action
using a descriptive-analytical method. It explores the implications of
his early and late views on the nature of the human sciences and their
methodological distinction from the natural sciences. In his early
period, specifically in the seminal essay “Actions, Reasons, and
Causes” (1963), Davidson defended causal explanation based on
“primary reasons” (a combination of belief and desire). However, an
analysis of his later works reveals a significant shift following his
engagement with the problem of “deviant causal chains” (the
climber example). The findings suggest that explaining action under
deterministic laws is untenable due to the exclusion of “volition” and
related structural challenges. Consequently, human sciences must
rely on “probabilistic generalizations” rather than strict nomological
laws.
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I ntroduction: The inquiry into

why phenomena occur and its
role in the acquisition of
knowledge is rooted in
Aristotelian thought, which
posits that true knowledge is
attained only through
understanding the “why” and
the causes of an event (Aristotle,
1991). In the contemporary era,
the explanation of human
action clarifies the very nature
of the human sciences. Until the
mid-20th century, thinkers like
Carl Hempel advocated for
causal explanation, while critics
such as William Dray argued
that explanation by reasons
constitutes a “rational
explanation”  distinct from
scientific explanation (Dray,
1957). Amidst this debate,
Donald  Davidson (1963)
transformed the field by
redefining reasons as “causes,”
attempting  to categorize
rational explanation as a species
of causal explanation. This
research investigates whether
this causal stance remains

defensible against challenges

such as “normativity” and
“deviant causal chains.”

M ethodology:  This  study

employs a descriptive-analytical
method.  The
framework is built upon the

theoretical

tension  between Hempel’s
“Covering Law Model”
(Hempel, 1965) and Davidson’s
causal theory of action. Data
were collected through a
detailed

Davidson’s primary texts and

examination of

classical literature in the
philosophy of action. These
sources were critically analyzed
to trace the evolution of
Davidson’s thought from strict
causalism toward probabilistic
generalizations.

Findings: The research findings

reveal that early Davidsonian
theory attempts to reduce
intentional action to “primary
reasons,” conceptualized as a
coordinated combination of a
“pro-attitude” (desire) and a
specific “belief” regarding the
means of satisfying that desire.
Within this framework, a reason
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is considered explanatory only if
it functions as the efficient cause
of the action (Davidson, 1980).
However, this causalist
paradigm falters when
confronted with the challenge of
“deviant causal chains,”
exemplified by the “climber
case,” which demonstrates that
a mere causal link between
mental states and an outcome
fails to satisfy the criteria for
intentionality; the effect must be
produced via the “right” causal
route. Ultimately, Davidson’s
later concessions suggest that
because no purely physical or
nomological criteria can define
this “right route,” strict causal
explanation remains
unattainable in the human
sciences. Furthermore, the
analysis indicates that the
Davidsonian  definition  of
intention is fundamentally
incomplete, as it overlooks the
independent role of “volition”
and fails to account for
normative corollaries such as
moral  responsibility  and

accountability, ~ which  are

essential to the common-sense
understanding  of  human

agency.

iscussion and Conclusion:

Based on the
critiques, the explanation of

foregoing

action based on deterministic
laws (strict causal explanation)
.is unsuccessful
Derived:  Unlike
psychophysical

Principles
physics,
generalizations in the human
sciences are inherently
“anomalous” and cannot reduce
the role of the human agent to
.Zero
Theoretical Application:
Instead of seeking absolute laws,
the human sciences should
settle for “probabilistic
generalizations” (Davidson,
2004). While these do not
possess the precision of the hard
sciences, they are sufficient for
the formation of practical
knowledge in psychology and
.sociology
Final Conclusion: The nature of
the human sciences, by virtue of
their reliance on understanding

motives and  volition, is
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ontologically distinct from that
of the natural sciences,

rendering deterministic
prediction impossible in this
realm.
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