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Discovering human being’s behavioral motivation has 

long been the subject of interest for psychologists and moral 

philosophers. Egoists associate all human being’s  benevolent 

actions to his desire to fulfill personal interests. In contrast, altruists 

claim that human being is able to answer other’s need without 

achieving personal advantage. Psychologist Daniel Batson and 

philosopher Thomas Nagel strongly support altruism, using two 

different techniques. Batson supports altruism through an 

experimental approach by using altruism-empathy theory to 

challenge egoists claims. On the other hand, Nagel defends the 

possibility of rationally motivated altruism using explanation 

technique. This article uses descriptive-analytical approach to 

describe and assess Batson and Nagel’s opinions. Finally, it shows 

that their perception about altruism is different. The important 

matter is that their different approach to support altruism provides 

a firm support against egoism. 
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