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 Mulla Hadi Sabzavari was an influential 

philosopher of the Qajar period. His philosophical method, which 

contributed to his interpretative method, is his reconciliation of 

transcendent wisdom and Illuminationist philosophy. With an 

esoteric and methodic inner interpretation of the principles of 

these two Islamic philosophical schools, Sabzavari formulates 

the ultimate idea held by the founders of these schools 

(Suhrawardi and Mulla Ṣadra) without any inconsistency or 

contradiction, and indeed, in a fully harmonious way. Therefore, 

one of the important features of his philosophical interpretations 

is a methodical combination of the principles of transcendent 

wisdom and Illuminationist philosophy. This research reviews  

Sabzavari’s comprehensive (ontological and epistemological) 

interpretations in terms of consistent illuminative and existential 

principles of “water” as the first purifying agent, and similar 

interpretations of other purifying agents (the sun and fire), 

presenting concrete examples of the approach of reconciling and 

integrating Islamic sciences with Sabzavari. Sabzavari’s 

interpretations of “water” reconcile Illuminationist and 

transcendent accounts, as they are concerned with the inner 

dimension of jurisprudential rulings, and provides a 

reconciliation of practical and theoretical philosophies. 

Moreover, the capacity of (Islamic) philosophy or wisdom, in its 

general sense, as a bridge between contemporary Islamic and 

human sciences is implicitly considered. 
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