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Abstract: Celestial circumstances, appearance and positio

stars, and @nsequently the good and bad luck of days have |
traditionally paid attention to. Many people believe that cele:
circumstances play a decisive role in their life events. Scientific
speaking, this is an irrefutable issue, such as the effectnaf
eclipse and solar eclipse on natural phenomena. Unscientific
however, this has been typically manifested as superstitior
peopleds | ives. Whether cel:
their natural effects, determine value concepts sschoad and
bad luck of days has even involved philosophers, one of whc
Nasir atDin alTusi. The main question of this research is the t
of philosophical explanation Nasir-Bin al-Tusi has proposed fo
good and bad luck of days along with his extfve Avicennian
fundamentals. This research investigated the good and bad It
days and their ascription to celestial circumstances f
phil osopher sd vi ewp ebinna-Tusi. pl&a
believed that given the capability of human spoitaffect and be
affected by objects, celestial interactions and motions as well ¢
shape and arrangement of stars and celestial bodies can caus
and bad luck in human life and influence objects on the Earth.
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Introduction: Human beings

have traditionally paid attention to
astronomy and observation of
constellations. Unable to find
convincing cause for events, our
ancestors typically ascribed them
to certain celestial phenomena
and astrology to justify them.
They considered celestial orbits
contributing to creation, death,
and bad (unfortunate) or good
(fortunate) luck of people.
Astronomically appealing to them
was the extraction of astrology and
determination of its impact on
human being’s fate. Astrology
helped them achieve a method to
divinity, and even set the stage for
earning money.  Soothsayers
believed that they are able to
predict the good and bad luck of
days. Some philosophers and
astrologers also claimed the same,
with the difference that the latter
provided scientific justifications to
predict events. This paper
attempts to demonstrate that
some of the beliefs by astrologers
and  those
investigating and  observing

interested  in

constellations  concerning  the
effect of celestial bodies on the

quality and interactions of
people’s lives did not lack scientific
validity; the physical effect of
celestial motion on human life is
one example that can be
acknowledged, whose
manifestation is seen in
remoteness or proximity of
celestial orbits to the Earth. For
instance, it can be stated that,
according to physical laws,
celestial motion and remoteness
and proximity of orbits generate
force; the greater the distance, the
lesser effect the force creates, and
vice versa. As events such as lunar
eclipse and solar eclipse, that are
affected by celestial circumstances,
have an explicit impact on the
Earth, any other celestial
phenomenon may similarly cause
some events to happen in the
Earth. This is affirmed by almost
all astronomers. If we also take
into account the effect of physical
phenomena on spiritual aspects of
humans, the belief in bad or good
luck of days shall be contemplated;
this has been also mentioned in
certain religious teachings. Nasir
al-Din al-Tusi, one of these great
thinkers, was a profound
philosopher and famous orator,
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familiar with

jurisprudence. He was among

religious

those who investigated astronomy
and good and bad luck of days. Al-
Tusi’s concentration on the
explanation of good and bad luck
of days was not merely on the
scientific basis; rather, he explicitly
attempted to provide a rational

justification based on
philosophical fundamentals
typically adopted from

Avicennian wisdom (see Noman
Farhat, 2010:24-26).

Methodology: In this research,

data were first collected by
documentary method. Research
fundamentals ~ were  then
described by content analysis;
and finally, the results were
shown through descriptive
method.

Findings: The results indicated

that the good and bad luck of days
and their ascription to celestial
circumstances were not neglected
by Nasir al-Din al-Tusi. He has
analyzed and explained the effect
of celestial orbits on human spirit
and good and bad luck of days,
based on anthropological and

cosmological principles adopted
from Avicennian wisdom. He
believed that, given the capability
of human spirit in relation to astral
spirit and the relationship between
the two, celestial interactions and
motions, the shape and
arrangement of stars and celestial
bodies, and the celestial orbits —
either by the angels inside them or
their celestial spirits or bodies —
affect the events of this world,
including the phenomena of
human’s body and spirit; this can
cause good and bad luck in
human life and influence objects
on the Earth.

Discussion and Conclusion:

Nasir al-Din al-Tusi was one of
the few philosophers and
astronomers ~ who  strongly
believed in the effect of celestial
orbits and stars on the Earth and
its objects, and acknowledged it
explicitly. In many cases, this belief
was supported by science, and is
even proved today. He discovered
these phenomena by meticulous
scientific  measurements and
observation of stars at the
observatory. In fact, he deemed
the whole universe to have
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interplay, and explained it
philosophically and scientifically.
Although he did not submit
strong scientific evidence of that
interplay (which might be justified
by lack of modern facilities and
precise laboratories), ~ his
somewhat inaccurate endeavor
distinguished him from druids,
foretellers, soothsayers, and the
like. Unlike soothsayers who
usually did this job to abuse people
or to inculcate a divine position for
stars and celestial orbits, al-Tusi
strongly believed in this religious

teaching that “6 v dv * ALL « A Fpsg\al- Test yagl-shorh lilgalaqa)

(nothing affects existence but
Allah)”, and founded his works

based on this thought.
Accordingly, it can be stated that
those religious narratives

interdicting astrology do not negate
the effect of celestial orbits on
human life or on the worlds below;
they rather prohibit those
numerous negative effects incurred
by soothsaying on people’s lives —
those that are logically testified to be
prohibited. However, this is not
reproached in astronomical areas
where scholars have achieved these

results  through  experimental

explorations.
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ntroduction One of the

questions that has always engaged
thinkers” minds, especially moral
philosophers and psychologists, is
whether human can really be an
altruist or not? Are there at least
some people who are motivated to
only fulfil other’s needs in certain
circumstances?  Or, is altruism
just egoism in another tempting
clothes? Is human nature just
egoist?

According to ethical altruism,
other's benefit should be
considered as a moral action. In
fact, human being does not exist to
follow his dreams, but the ethical
condition of an action, is to
priorities others to yourself.
(Rand, 1984:49)

When they discuss ethical
altruism as an ethical norm,
usually they consider
psychological altruism which is a
descriptive theory about human
nature and believes that human is
naturally capable to act upon
tulfilling other’s needs. In contrast
to psychological altruism, there is
psychological egoism that claims
human being is psychologically
created to only fulfil his personal
need and this motivates all his

actions, even those that seem
altruistic (Scott). To claim that
the ultimateaim is to help others s
considered fake from this point of
view. (Feinberg)

Obviously, this is a different view
about ethical egoism because the
aim of this view is not to express
good and bad motivations, but to
express what is the reason of
human actions. The truth  of
psychological egoism  makes
moral altruism  meaningless
because the later considers what
that human being cannot
naturally do.

Nowadays, numerous criticisms
are against psychological egoism
(Laflette)

Avoiding desirability of this
claim, we can never label real
human motivation with self-
interest (Blackburn).  Perhaps
understanding human being’s
inner motivation is one of the
reasons to accept this view.
However, not being able to
validate this view makes it
unscientific. Lack of experimental
evidence makes egoism invalid.
While by purely rational
justifications, we cannot prove or
reject  psychological  egoism,
accepting or rejecting it relates to
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experimental psychology and
scientific ~ and  experimental
analysis. ~ Rejecting  egoism
experimentally, firstly, makes any
egoism theory invalid. Secondly, it
makes it possible to understand
human motivations, and finally
shows that human motivation is
beyond personal materialistic
interests and, at least, some parts
of human motivation is purely for
others. This view is expressed by
Daniel Batson.

Daniel Batson is an American
psychologist who is famous for his
empathetic-altruism theory. He
proved the existence of purely
altruistic motivation in the human
nature. This idea expresses that
feeling empathetic with another
person and stimulates the sense of
helping others. Batson supports
empathetic-altruism based on
precise tests and numerous
experiments on human beings
and disapproves egoism. Finally,
he combines egoistic and altruistic
motivations. Moreover, his theory
is descriptive and does not directly
relate  to norms. However,
considering  the relationship
between motivation and behavior,

altruism practically leads us
toward ethics.

Besides Batson who proved
altruism psychologically, Thomas
Nagel, an American philosopher,
defends altruism philosophically.
Thomas Nagel is against both
psychological, and ethical egoism
and supports rational altruism. He
explains altruism rationally. He
invalidates the opposite view,
ethical egoism, by extracting
assumptions and  irrational
consequences of this view.
Offering a kind of action theory,
Nagel shows that deduction can
solely create motivation for action
and, consequently, he concludes
that only by considering basis of
motivation, we can reach ethics.
Therefore, these two, with their

own techniques- one
psychologically, and the other
philosophically- defended

altruism and proved it. Therefore,
this idea has both rational and
experimental support.

ethodology: This research is

done based on library research.
Nagel’s papers are translated into
Farsi, therefore, there was no limit
in reading papers on altruism.
However, papers by Daniel Batson
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have not been translated into Farsi
yet. So, first we studied and
translated his main book and then
translated and studied various
papers published by him related to
the topic. Moreover, we discussed
the concept with professor Batson
via emails. Resources were sent by
him to me via email.

As  Batson’s  research s
experimental and this paper is
philosophical research, we tried to
consider Batson’s theory
conceptually. Therefore, we did
not explain Batson’s experiments
thoroughly and only focused on

foundations and assumptions.

indings: In this research, we

tried to provide an overview about
Nagel and Batson’s theories on
psychological altruism. Then we
assessed both views. Batson
questioned egoism by expressing
empathetic theory. For Batson, it
was important to show thathuman
nature is not so selfish to neglect
others’ fate unless it is beneficial for
him, but a part of human nature is
altruistic. Without that human
effort to boost healthy human
relations would fail. Batson has
emphasized on the relation

between emotions and

motivations and considers deep
emotional feeling called
empathetic concern as the cause
for altruistic motivation. He uses
scientific and precise experimental
techniques to show the motivation
nature produced by empathy. He
believes altruism is completely
related to human-related facts. .
Accordingly, we showed that
Batson and Nagel, using two
different techniques, study the
concept of altruism, while having
different perception about this
subject matter. We can be against
Batson’s empathetic-altruism and
define altruism as a behavior, or
like Nagel consider altruism only
based on rationalism. What
matters is that there is an intensive
emotion in human that plays an
important role in  altruistic
motivations. Studying empathetic
concern and its relation with
motivation by Batson was admired
by psychologists and behavioral
scientists since it helps to study
human behavior.

Batson showed that empathetic
concern is intentional and done
consciously. In fact, it is the
outcome of precise cognitive
analysis of others’ conditions.
What separates him from Nagel is
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that altruism is only rational and
consciousaccording to Nagel while
from Batson’s point of view, apart
from rationalism, love is a key
element in creating altruism. Love
is so important for Batson that he
called empathetic-altruism theory
value-development theory.

Batson showed that altruism is a
strong and influential force in
human life and has positive and
negative consequences. Learning
about them will help us to improve
human welfare. Batson believes
that altruism and egoism are
related to ethics. Both can be
against public interest and create
behaviors that are against justice.
Therefore, he did not establish an
ethical system based on this
motivation. He believes in desired
motivation pluralism. Nagel, on
the other hand, considers altruism
completely ethical and he believes
in the rational consequences of
altruism.

Moreover, altruism from Nagel's
point of view neglects self-interest
ethically, and considers any
emotions like empathy out of
ethics Like Hume and Batson, we
can consider several motivations
than one along with a combination

of self-interest and other’s welfare
as the basis of ethics. As such, it is
possible to establish an ethical
system based on several axioms. By
precisely assessing weaknesses and
strengths of each axiom, we can fix
contradictions and reach unity.

iscussion and Conclusion:

Finally, the altruism as an original
ethical theory points at a strong
motivational force in human
nature and has both rational and
scientifical support. This means it
can take an important place in
ethics. It even influences
economy, politics and psychology.
By direct and indirect strategies,
people are led to consider others,
cooperate with them to boost
human society, and try to solve
social problems. Accordingly, all
people’s benefit will be considered
beyond  personal  interests.
Therefore, by  considering
altruistic motivations and by
creating unity and harmony
between them, we can reach a

positive ethical society.
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1. Empathic Concern.
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1. empathic joy.



1A we £z wiEs ayvewaniaBlnGeaseora A PHIM 1

( CoClLBL Y8y wevveaan WwaRCAwWE BRIwy! %& MG
@édy WiLWLY A%z * LAWY L L ALCEC Y %o P | AWE z
Ay wé WkALZA - ElL LLEBHomy: ¢v 1 0i %Av 01
5p & WEA- Wy 5i¢tv¥a ofplawnE® 1 Mwpb Oé ' %C
oflf 0 awCzhk ALt A b & WMCARIEV Alic ve L)LLLAAYA VA
y C¢LLAvV ©°paiviLL EAU iy whsay \oe-Alyaiv SOVNAE LEEX
cv Céwal aivivi ¢ Fo ANEEEWYHEA R LLE L ¥
(Batson& ;¢ LLLL Av WEE wiAzL LERBFEAGD Yy ¢ AdwCa
Acey -AshawCloop: E15) ) at W 1y w AV ADE U ¥i %40 €
ALLz %iAv €% LLa &y Y ADEMeaAMWz Ciam@ Vs
gevv: Aydoaa CyvAE AxvAlyL ¥R ey
Caephz ARG &b g Cpt Y YV iT°Y wé w-ayv
GA v aACoyv 0 civA oPAQE yavh i {a ARA ); AWM |
(Batsong M@ { p £ ¢ Vv A%, ~-CxY g¢LLLLAV a:
151 R Bhaw, 1991 115) TVOeév jR%ALLI % Ad
SLLE%LLO ov wLLu OfE; o6 %8 Y48 GHYRQ
Cy v %0 ¢ u A pioViwLe & FAGWY S EEE & évy e jv
CA« v Ew- ¢ w28 § BpahEOoeh SEGY | 4
LLLAOLY @ WiLh B L 8AZ 'H0LAM AR i L L AEZEY v
+%E twaév ili¥Ywz élcﬁé&wéﬁﬂgﬁmﬁﬁq
Az AGWRE: wy Yo Azwpe MpkLL U g Coey
QR RALGT ov awAlp iy A GREL WA NE S |
I ARLL &0t Ast  GEVARY MEYQ\I(:ZV Y% %0 €1 OawlLLLAZ
vy CLLI wiCewhav e L L
CLL EGE AL vCGuvw@Esyv Ad i

3. Punishmenavoiding. 1. AversiveArousal reduction.
2. EmpathySpecific punishment.
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bstract: Despite the serious attention Western philosopher:

to the language of religion that occurred after the linguistic t
independent research has not been formed around the ling
model of Islamic rational theology in Islamic scholarship. Howe
the linguistic model used by theglians is a determining factor i
explaining, proving and extracting theological issues and probl
In fact, the imaginary and affirmative bases of the theologians ¢
language, meaning, truth, certainty, etc. determine the type of
encounter withthe text. The main issue of the present stud
dedicated to this issue. In a general division, linguistic models
divided into traditional and modern categories. According to
historical evidence in Islamic theology, the linguistic model
Islamic theology is more in line with the traditional linguistic mod
The traditional linguistic model, despite its comparative advan
in the history of theology over a period, is unable to explain rr
theological issues.
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ntroduction: The present

study seeks to explain the
linguistic model on which
traditional Islamic theology is
based. That is, what has caused
traditional  theologians to
follow a certain path in their
arguments, to use certain
terms, or even to act on them
in order to arrange the content
and create different chapters.
In fact, the linguistic model
used by theologians of Islamic
theology is the conceptual and
affirmative foundation on the
basis of which they understand
and interpret theological verses
or formulate rational
arguments.

ethodology: The Linguistic

Model of Traditional Islamic
Theology, one of the two main
approaches in linguistics,
which are the traditional
linguistic model or the modern
linguistic models, should be
accepted as a method. The
main question is which model
is formed in the confrontation
between these two rival models
of traditional Islamic theology?

indings: Our hypothesis is
that the model of traditional
Islamic theological linguistics
is based on the model of
traditional linguistics. ~We
made this assumption based on
the history of the formation of
traditional Islamic theology
and the type of view that
existed in that period on the
language, thought and the
relationship between the two.
The components of the
traditional linguistic model
are: 1) verbal atomism, 2) the
placement of meaning in single
words, the singularity of
intrinsic and true meaning, 3)
the instrumental role of
language for thinking, 4) the
advantage of clarity, and 5) the
virtue of certainty.

iscussion and Conclusion:

In proving the hypothesis, the
category of historical reason
and evidence in the texts of
Islamic theology has been
cited. Historical reason: The
occurrence of the translation
movement and the arrival of
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Greek logical and
philosophical works that had
their own linguistic model.
Evidence in the text: 1)
Bringing logic to the beginning
of theological books 2) Using
philosophical ~ rules  and
regulations based on
traditional linguistic model in
explaining theological
concepts and topics 3) Relying
on clarity in understanding the
verses, especially in the field of
similar verses 5) Relying on
verbal atomism and
understanding the meaning of
the text 6) The use of logical
analogies in reasoning,
especially the exceptional
deconstruction analogy which
shows that rationality in
Islamic theology is equal to the
Aristotelian method of logic.
In fact, in the period when
these books were written, the
dominant language model was
the traditional language model,
and new linguistic theories
were introduced after the
nineteenth century.
Accordingly, the available
evidence is in fact comparable

to pre-existing puzzle pieces
that complement the image.
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Mulla Hadi Sabzavari influenti

philosopher of the Qajar period. His philosophical method, wi
contributed to his interpretative method, is his reconciliatior
transcendent wisdom and Illuminationist philosophy. With
esoteric and methodic ner interpretation of the principles «
these two Islamic philosophical schools, Sabzavari formul
the ultimate idea held by the founders of these sch
(Suhrawardi and Mullaladra) without any inconsistency ¢
contradiction, and indeed, in a fullyin@onious way Therefore,
one of the important features of lkilosophicalinterpretations
is a methodical combination of the principlestainscendent
wisdom and llluminationist philosophylhis research review
Sabzavari 6s c o mp r end epistemological)
interpretations in terms of consistent illuminative and existet
principles of Afwatero as t

interpretations of other purifying agents (the sun and fi
presenting concrete examples of the apghaz reconciling and
integrating Il sl ami c sci ent
interpretations of Afwater

transcendent accounts, as they are concerned with the
dimension of jurisprudential rulings,and provides &
reconcliation of practical and theoretical philosophie
Moreover, the capacity of (Islamic) philosophy or wisdom, in
general sense, as a bridge between contemporary Islamii
human sciences is implicitly considered.
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ntroduction: As an inheritor

of the history of Islamic
philosophy or wisdom in the
late period (Qajar period) and
as a Sadraean philosopher and
a commentator of Mulla
adra’s transcendent
philosophy  (al-Wkmat  al-
muta?liya), Mulla  Hadi
Sabzavari offered particular
methodological innovations in
the history of philosophy,
which render his philosophical
system a renaissance in the
Islamic philosophy. A major
characteristic of Sabzavari’s
method is his reconciliation of
Mluminationist (Ishraq) and
transcendent philosophy, as
well that of theoretical and
practical philosophies. To do
so, Sabzavari adopted a
speculative method, through
which he reconciled two major
speculative (or philosophical)
and traditional (or
transmitted) trends (al-ma3pil
wa-l-manqil) and  Islamic
mysticism, which appeared
contradictory. In this way, he
particularly revived practical
wisdom as well. For this

purpose, he divided his
significant work, Asrar al-
Wkam (literally: Secrets of
Wisdoms), into a section on
theoretical wisdom and a
section on practical wisdom.
He subsumes theoretical and
practical wisdoms  under
“epistemic wisdom,” treating
Islamic jurisprudence (figh)
and juridical rituals as
belonging to practical wisdom.
In this section, Sabzavari
presents philosophical
principles and proofs and pure
mystical interpretations of
jurisprudential rulings and
rituals. He emphasizes that
Muslim jurists have
occasionally dealt with some
“causes of religious
legislations” (al al-sharadiy
in their books and essays, but
his method is to present
philosophical  proofs and
mystical interpretations of
juridical rulings and laws.

Sabzavari’s philosophical
method, which contributed to
his interpretative method, is
his reconciliation of
transcendent wisdom and
Muminationist philosophy. In
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this way, Sabzavari’s
philosophical interpretations
are  characterized by a
methodological combination
of transcendent and
[luminationist philosophical

principles.

ethodology: The method of

this research is investigation of
chains of  transmissions,

description, and analysis.

indings: Sabzavari’s
reconciliation of
Iluminationist and

transcendent philosophies is

exemplified in his
comprehensive  (ontological
and epistemological)

interpretations in terms of
consistent illuminative and
existential ~ principles  of
“water” as the first purifying
agent, and similar
interpretations ~ of  other
purifying agents (the sun and
fire). While

interpretations of “water”

Sabzavari’s

reconcile Illuminationist and
transcendent accounts, they
are concerned with the inner

dimension of jurisprudential
rulings. He deploys
interpretations in his
articulation of the inner truth
of jurisprudential rulings as
well, trying to prepare the
ground for reconciling Islamic
jurisprudence with philosophy
and mystics. In his Asrar al-
Wkam, practical wisdom is
presented alongside
theoretical ~ wisdom, and
section on practical wisdom is
devoted to philosophical and
mystical interpretations of
jurisprudential rulings. In this
way, it paves the path for a
philosophical, rational
approach to juridical rulings
(which are reduced today to
imitative rules), and provides a
reconciliation of practical and
theoretical philosophies, and
at the same time, it
encapsulates Islamic sciences
within a single coherent
system. Moreover, the capacity
of (Islamic) philosophy or
wisdom, in its general sense, as
a bridge between
contemporary Islamic and
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human sciences is also
implicitly considered.

iscussion and Conclusion:

Tadwil (interpretation) in
Arabic is derived from the root
awwal (that 1is, first or
primary), which means to
return a word or statement to
its primary or genuine
meaning. Thus, the literal
meaning of tadwil involves a
primary origin. Wisdom or
philosophy  (Wkmat)  was
initially a general field of study,
which included all theoretical
and practical sciences.
Sabzavari’s philosophical or
sagacious (Wkmi)
interpretations are accordingly
a referral or reduction of all
(Islamic) sciences to wisdom
or philosophy in its general
primary sense.

A remarkable characteristic of
Sabzavari’s interpretation,
which makes it unique and has
not been given due attention,
is his reconciliation of
apparently contradictory
views: two philosophies, one of
which rests on the concept of
light and takes “existence”

(wujiad) as a constructed
(i%bari) entity, while the
other believes in the primacy
of existence. With an esoteric
and methodic inner
interpretation of the principles
of these two  Islamic
philosophical schools,
Sabzavari  formulates the
ultimate idea held by the
founders of these schools
(Suhrawardi and Mulla adra)
without any inconsistency or
contradiction, and indeed, in a
fully =~ harmonious  way.
Sabzavari’s  construal  of
existence is a combination of
Sadraean transcendent and
Iluminationist accounts, and
his interpretation of light is as
a combination of light and
existence. As for practical
wisdom, when it comes to his
interpretation of purifying
agents (mubshhirat), Sabzavari
follows the same existential-
method,
interpreting water was an

illuminative

“expanded existence”  (al-
wujid al-munbasiB, as well as
“knowledge”  (the present
illuminative existence), and as
an instance of the truth. At the
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third stage, he interprets water
as the “soul” because of its vital
or life-giving forces.
Accordingly, he interprets the
two kinds of water in
jurisprudence—that is,
flowing (jari) water and
stationary (rakid) water—
respectively as an illuminative
heart that is genuinely
connected to God and a heart
that has minimal knowledge of
God, without having a
manipulative power. In the
graded hierarchy, Sabzavari
also provides an existential-
illuminative interpretation of
the sun and fire as the
“diluted” (raqiqa) existence
and the form and substitute of
the “reality” (Wigiqa). He
begins with an interpretation
of the fire as the soul: the soul
is alive and life is a purifying
agent, and so is fire. He then
construes fire with two
intermediaries as  God’s
caliphate or successor. On this
account, the truth - God - has
a successor in each world: the
first intellect (al-gl al-
awwal) is the successor in the

world of intellect, the soul in
heavenly souls, the sun is the
successor in bodies, and the
moon is the successor of the
successor’s successor. In the
elemental world, human souls
have the position of caliphate.
Accordingly, the succession of
the perfect man is the major
succession  (al-khilafat  al-
kubra), and the succession of
fire is the minor succession (al-
khilafat al-aughra).

In his interpretations of water, the
sun, and fire in terms of the
principle of gradation (tashkik),
Sabzavari refers to graded stages
from the absolute existence and its
successors. In any case, Sabzavari’s
analytic and causal analysis is an
epistemic, consciousness-based
approach.  Light
consciousness and life, whether it
is in the “light of lights” (nir al-
anwar), or in the soul, or in the

indicates

sun and fire.
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ntroduction: Fixed entities

overlap with the human
predestination and free will in
Ibn Arabi’s mystical thought
and have an inextricable link
with it. Mulla Sadra, under the
influence of Ibn Arabi’s
mysticism, has accepted fixed
entities as the facts of
predetermined beings and
patterns and the rational forms
of the divine existence (see
Mulla Sadra, 1981: 262/2;
Mulla Sadra, 1360: 39; Mulla
Sadra, 1363b:88). Acceptance
of the theory of fixed entities as
predetermined immutable
patterns of beings in the world
of divine science evokes
predetermination in the field
of human behavior. This raises
questions such as: “What does
man’s free will mean if the
objective and external
existence of every being is a
function of their fixed
entities?”, “Are man’s
voluntary actions also subject
to a predetermined and
predestined plan in the world
of divine knowledge?”, “Given
the immutability of the fixed

entity, does the objective and
external being have the ability
to change?”. Negative
response, non-conformity, and
subordination of external
entities to fixed entities require
the impairment of the
transcendence model in the
creation and expression; a
positive response necessitates
the acceptance of
predestination and his inability
to change or transform the
course of life. By analyzing
these relations, the present
study  seeks to find
compatibility or
incompatibility of accepting
the theory of mystics’ fixed
entities with voluntary actions
in Mulla Sadra’s judicial-
mystical system.

ethodology: The problem-

solving process in this study is
based on analyzing the
“characteristics” of  fixed
entities and reviewing the
prevailing “relationships”
between fixed entities and
objective and external
individuals, which has been

done with the approach of
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developing the position of
fixed entities in human’s free
will. Explaining the
compatibility or
incompatibility of the
acceptance of the fixed entities
theory with the voluntary
actions of human beings has
been done by the method of
understanding and analyzing
the content of Mulla Sadra’s
works.

indings: Analysis of the

characteristics of fixed entities,
especially, the  prevailing
relationship of these general
and partial facts with their
objective and external
individuals, shows that due to
their manifestation human
beings are inherently endowed
with  the

knowledge, power, will, and

attributes  of

authority; the difference in the
function and occurrence of
these attributes in individual is
due to the details of these
general names and comes from

the characteristics of the partial
determination of the names
and their lordship (Jami, 1370,
93). For Mulla Sadra, this issue
is a function of the formula of
“thought to action”. This
formula can be explained in a
way that by considering the
principles of ontology and
anthropology of his

philosophical 1

system,
especially the movement of
substance, the spirit and
essence of man are considered
a non-fixed matter which is in
change and transition from
one position to another, and
man in the process of
perfection can reach the
highest or fall to the bottom of
inferno, or move in the middle
of both excesses with his
choices. In effect, human
actions at the animal level are
voluntary and the existence of
the power of discretion, from
the existence of the sperm to
the end of the

maturity, cannot play any role,

sensory

1 .Princides: Originality of Existence,

Unity of the Truth of Existence, Fakeness
of Existence, Absolute Presence in a
Restricted Order, Theory of Existential

Poverty and the Exact Relationship of the
Disabled, The Physicality of Existence and
the Spirituality of 8rvival, the Unity of
Wise and Reasonable.
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and after passing the sensual or
animal stage and entering the
human-intellectual stage, he
acts voluntarily (Mulla Sadra,
1370: 263/2; Mulla Sadra, 1366:
180/7), and to achieve his
goals, he goes through the
stages of imagining the action,
acknowledging the usefulness,
the will, the determination, and
finally the muscle stimulation.
Therefore, although due to the
predominance of an adjective
or noun from the names and
adjectives of glory or beauty
over everyone, we see the
appearance of their effects,
since in every glory there is
beauty, and in every beauty,
there is glory, the ability, talent
for change, which 1is the
product of conscious choice, is
inherent in man.

By observing the domineering
actions of a person, we find that he
is under the lordship of the
rebellious name, and for this
reason, he resists any task, whether
religious, moral, social, etc;
however, because of his innate
human-selective nature, he can
choose one of the parties of
command and prohibition. In

other words, although the actions
of the rebellious person are subject
to his fixed entity and the
requirement of the name of the
rebellious — because he is inherently
capable of choosing one of the
parties to perform the act or leave it
— the definition of power in the
sense of “if you want to act and if
you do not want to do” is true for
him, and undoubtedly, the results
and consequences of any choice are
necessary and definite and its
continuation according to the rules
and principles of substantial
motion and union of the wise and
constitutes  his
“existential  structure” (see
Akhlaghi, 2020, 37-53).

reasonable

iscussion and Condusion: In

the view of Mulla Sadra and Ibn
Arabi, man is an existential being
who acts voluntarily by nature. Yet
the fundamental aspect of Mulla
Sadra’s attitude is that, first, he
considers man the true actor of his
actions. Second, by drawing the
process of how a human being acts
abbreviated as “thought to action”,
he considers the result and
responsibility of the action directly
to the human being, and the same
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fixed talent in the unseen world,
due to the potential series of
glorious and aesthetic attributes of
truth in human nature and essence,
does not require the acceptance of
human destiny and inability to
choose and change different stages
of life. However, in every action,
movement, and immobility, it is
definitely under nominal lordship,
and it cannot act and shows the
effects of mercy, grace, rebellion,
misguidance, and the like outside
the range of attributes and
characteristics of the ruling name.
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ntroduction: Omniscience is

an attribute of God in Classical
Theism. The
theologians agreed that “God

classical

knows everything.”
Comprehensive and complete
knowledge was needed for a
perfect, simple and immutable
being, and it was always
considered one of the
attributes of God’s perfection.
But this conception of
omniscience in the classical
theism was problematic, and
recently the number of
problems posed to it by theists
or atheists has been increased.
Some argue that the classical
view of God’s omniscience is
incompatible with his other
attributes;  for  example,
omniscience is incompatible
with the immateriality of God,
His moral perfection,
immutability, omnipotence,
and freewill. Some objections
claim that this view of
omniscience is in conflict with
other classical doctrines of
theism; for example, it
contradicts the doctrine of

human free will.  Another

problem is that this doctrine is
not compatible with theism at
all, and the classical view of
God’s omniscience leads to
pantheism. Swinburne has also
raised several objections to the
classical conception of God’s
omniscience. This survey tries
to study
objections to the traditional

Swinburne’s

understanding of omniscience.

ethodology: In this survey

first Swinburneods
are discussed, and then these

objections are critiqued.

indings: The incompatibility
of omniscience with human
free will as well as God’s will:
If God is aware of the
voluntary actions of human
beings, then God must have
three components of belief,
truth and justification in order
to obtain knowledge.
Achieving the component of
truth and justification is
impossible. Therefore, God
does not know about the
voluntary actions of human
beings.
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If God is aware of His
voluntary actions, the three
components of belief, truth,
and justification must be
present. But the two
components of truth and
justification are not possible to
achieve. Therefore, God does
not know about His voluntary
actions and the classical view
of omniscience is not correct.

It seems that the interpretation
of objections by Swinburne is
due to limiting knowledge to
propositional knowledge and
neglecting intuitive
knowledge. Therefore, it seems
that Swinburne has erred in
making knowledge limited to
the propositional knowledge
and considering the
knowledge of God to be of that
type; because in addition to the
knowledge of propositions,
one can find intuitive
knowledge, and it seems that
the knowledge of God is of that
type. These objections of
Swinburne are due to the
separation of the attributes of
God from one another in the
sense that because he has
considered the knowledge of

God as two separate things by
his own free will, he has faced
the problem that if God
already knew his actions and
choices, he would no longer be
a free will agent. But it is clear
that the attributes of God are
all the same and of the same
essence.

Incompatibility of omniscience
with temporal propositions:

If God is omniscience, as is
said in classical theology, He
must always be aware of
propositions whose truth value
is limited to a particular time;
but consequent is false, so the
antecedent is also false. To
overcome this challenge, we
refer to Roland Nash’s
argument. Nash argues that in
order to solve the problem that
some propositions change the
value of their truth and
therefore such propositions
cannot logically belong to the
knowledge of God as before, a
distinction must be made
between the sentence, the
proposition, and the state of
affairs (Nash, 1983: 68).
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The wunavailability of first-
person statements to others:
If God is omniscient according
to the classical view, then it is
necessary for God to be aware
of the truth of the first-person
propositions; this would be
possible if God is the only
person existing. God is not the
only person in the universe
because it presupposes the
existence of other persons.
Therefore, the antecedent is
also invalid. That is, God, in its
classical sense, cannot be the
omniscience.

These objections of Swinburne
seem to be the right objections,
and it is not possible for others
to know each person’s
personal circumstances and
feelings. No one else has the
experience. We claim to
understand other emotions
simply by imitating them.
Consequently, if we take God
as a separate being from man
and the world, as classical
theology imagines, God’s prior
knowledge of the personal
circumstances of His servants
would be impossible unless we
consider ~God to  be

existentially united with His
effects and provide a correct,
ontological and philosophical
explanation of God’s closeness
to man.

Swinburne’s other argument
for criticizing the classical
conception of the omniscience
of God is quoting biblical
verses. He says that in the
scriptures, especially in The
Old Testament, God has
special plans for human beings
and through intermediaries he
changes his plans. On
Swinburne’s argument based
on the scriptures, it can be said
that he has come to the
conclusion that God’s
knowledge does not include
the future actions of human
beings in the scriptures. It has
also been brought in favor of
the omniscience of God. How
should these phrases be
treated?

In his theory of modified
omniscience, Swinburne
eventually claims that God has
limited his knowledge to
certain propositions. Although
God’s lack of knowledge of
temporal and first-person
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propositions can be explained
by metaphysical and
ontological limitations,
limiting God’s knowledge to
voluntary actions of man and
himself seems to be a
voluntary limitation; that is,
God decides to give up
knowledge for the sake of
some interests, which is to
preserve the will of man and
himself. It has no meaning
other than God’s
antropomorphism.

Also, if God had omniscience
before that time of limitation,
then how does having
knowledge turn into not
having knowledge? Suppose,
for example, that you have
knowledge of something.
Nothing can be done to
destroy your knowledge. Even
in material beings,
forgetfulness is not the same as
not having knowledge, and for
an immaterial being,
forgetfulness has no meaning.
Swinburne’s basic premise in
presenting a modified reading
of omniscience is to consider
God as temporal. In fact, he
considers the life of God to be

eternal in the sense that he has
no beginning and no end; but
he does not accept the timeless
eternality of God. Hence, in
many problems, considering
God as temporal poses some
problems to be considered by
him as a classic. But the
temporality of God leads to
corrupt consequences.
Swinburne’s modified version
of omniscience does not
cohere with other classical
theological doctrines because
in classical theism, the
knowledge of God is the cause
of the creation of other beings,
but in Swinburne’s reading,
the knowledge of God is
subject to beings, and this is
not compatible with God’s
creation.

iscussion and Condlusion:

It seems that the main reason
for Swinburne’s objections to
God’s omniscience is because
of the presuppositions that he
has in mind, such as 1)
Monopoly of knowledge in
propositional and neglecting
intuitive ~ knowledge,  2)
temporality of God, 3)
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Personality of God, 4)
Confusion between
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